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Prov. Chap. xxii. Ver. 6* 
Train up a Child in the Way be Jhould go, 
and when be h old, be will not depart 
from it. 

TH E various Evils that affii& Man- 
kind are a never- failing Subject of 
Complaint: Yet the real Sources whence 
thefe various Evils are derived, are but 
feldora attended to with that Deliberation 
which the Importance of the Subje&feem* 
Xq demand from jus. 

B z That 



4 On theTiffi¥rikcipks 

■ ■* IlSiafctfec gceimfa Pirt'of i oW Mfirie* 
ad&'ifroih*&ui^V& > / l$v^' r a$pilai* SMideBt 
«d tfidfe'wtio look into t?ie State of Mart^ 
. felttd 1 irfi^Wialiy j ^nd impartially cortfklfef 
th&f&aft^ha*e ( aP&*ilfe v^Mifh ; >fiM^tkhte 
Sitate Cgetttidn, whine the If£egufatjfi&if 
&0*6 db^n©* taJ&i flstce. • -Tfc6 Brute 
iftwatfoft ris* educated by Nature -, or lrtorfe 
propfcrl^y'l^iitho^nfijliingiLaWs-of.ils al% 
•3!»igS*y.' AnlHorij; And J^enoft: attains; its Efld 
in a compleat and .Uriwafied Manners ~>But 
i#&9» ,trJ«)a*iGodi(fQr..Enda-perfjflpri fan-. 
Jriiflwn. tojyg) haitlidfeengood tate»v* ld?the 
Jgjttj <%n of hi? p^&ea&ik is ^feeated^by 
,iyian . £. ^d.Ui^ill'fiir^dled £a$Q£s #£ f fb>e 
•human .'KjjmL beyjg, often, to? powerful. for 
Jleafon, he,nce . ,#ie f Education-- of , fyla$ jjb 
*?ften imperfect, fojjjbifl^tedj geaaiiqiwf r r 
Since, jhe^cfor(?, the. Sallies o£;ungp/- 
verneii Pa/fioa are evidently, the^ctyef Qc- 
cafipn Qf the Miferies which, infeft batman, 
Life : the trpe and effectual fyleaps .of.. re,- 
^ulatingthe Paffions_ajid Defines, of MaA 
cannot be too affiduoufly. unfolded and. ex- 
plained. ^ This 



eanl^/lh^ ifcdeed^eftftfe^f&atfflnjpt- 
S&f dn4 f(j»f^m<s8 .fey )Vjatere/of <the, higkg 
4ft,B!e^tg|i©e,^srti it :JWy f}robftbH/ b* 
■*>##««& byi feme eR.unnoctflky J^bojia 
^^3ttgther^«Mt I»(hjt wfc,pfK<?eiing: Atfr 
thor^tQprdumcto add'any Thing to what 
JbaAjb^np fo a$y; trifle* on tbiR S»hjcft. 
Jt may be. fl<H2eflary,< therefore, .jMrcwew^ 
to a#gn the particular Reafons which, in* 
du$ed/tbfi;Attthor of thcfe Di&burfds to 
®i^e thcm.t^thePublioj . 
l The Defect tHen> wltiohhe hath found 
-iiittht fcwfcd Treat fes oft Education which 
^a^er^falkft'uiJdlsr hfe'N6tfce, are thefe 
Whi&;&lIbwV^i. They are generally 
*a\d$; m ttot-ruffidcritly explaining and 
Snfiw&ng the Power of tHe nVft-coritrafted 
HaWts.'^aUn omlttmg fome or'the-nioft 
-tfeeSfiary ifttf fundamental "Rules with re- 
gard to the ferft Formation ofthefe'jFiabits ; 
^~lrt not givrng'thefe neceffary Rules in* 
that Orde* (n which the Paffibns feem ha- 
Mtif/alfy- to^ie'j i-iand in not pointing Out 
th^c^n^bhEiriors committed in thefe 'in*, 
.'-, l ^2 ' poriant 



pottant Articfes of Edilcdtion^--^ 3. Jrtnolf 
•jfiffiriguUhmg with' fufiidieiwXlwnidislanA 
Pfeeifibn, betwsferf thfe diffctetot Provinces 
6f Habit and Reafon y and' cohfc<$ueirtly 
Between the diftiftdt Regulation 6f Pqfffrn* 
*ti&Qpinfoni* * « . :; 

On thefe Foundations, it may be a lift- 
Boor *dt altogether void of Vk^if we en- 
dtftvour to remedy fame of thofe Defeds 
which appear in other Eftays oa this im* 
portant Subjed ;- and particularly to obviate 
fome Principles lately advanced by ah Au-^ 
tfaor of Reputation f > which feem to have 
a Tendency unfavourable to Religion and- 
Virtae^-E very Thing relative to Education 
jthat is new or explanatory* either in Matte? 
or Manner > may perhaps be deemed worthy 
the Attention of the moral Reader. 

To this End, the Argument of th^iol^ 

lowing ^Difcourfes will be altogether con* 

fined to the primary and effectual Regu^ 

. lation of the Paflions. For as the chief 

Hap^neftofMan confifts in this ; fo, if 

f Mr. Roufeau* - ~ aXT 

thi» 



*Jii§r fcfcneral End be frfrproggMy obtained 
In Infancy; the feeond4ry and Receding 
Principles of Edxicatio Hi how^vet branched 
bot into the various Circttit^ances qC S«& 
Age, bt Station* wttl ijatundly. flow frqjn 
thefe firft Principles, as from their cqnv 4 
mdn Fountain, \ , n 

In thefe Difcoutfesi therefore* T&att • 

. Firft, point out the Power of early Ha* 
tuts, and the Necefiity 'of training up 
Children, from their firft Infancy, in the 
habitual Pra&ice of what is right and good* 

Secondly, I (hall offer the neeeflary RuUs 
lor the Regulation of the Paflions j and Alia* 
according to that Order in which the Paf* 
lions feem to arife in Nature; together with 
the common Errors committed in theft 
important Articles of Education ♦ 

ThiVdly# I (hall confider what ard the 
proper Regulations of Opinion, tending t<* 
the fame grfeat End, the effectual Regular 
tim of th6 PaJjtonSf when a more extehfivn 
Degree of Reafon begins to take Place in 
the Minds of Youth* 

And 



9 On the JPit^f%inciples 

And fitftj; of the Power crfcjwjy Habits 
jMid the .Neceffity pf training up Chil&eto 
ftqro thefc Jfirft Infancy, in ;the haWtu«J 
]p/a<a:ice.of whaf is Right an$l Good* A.i 
, Now the Nature of the, human Frame 
is,fuphj that Habit* are ;i»9ft uniformly 
and ftrongly contiraiSbed in Infancy : An4 
the force of early Habits is.fuch, thjM they, 
generally determine, our Pra&ice through 
Life; and when once contra&ed and con-, 
fiiinpd are feldoniif ever *p rbe* broken: 

That Habits are nioft eafilyand ftrohgly; 
contracted 1 in Infancy, appears plain From 
the univeriallpSenfeand Pra&ice of Mm-~ 
kind; who in all Things initiate their 
Chil dren in their tender Years, where they - 
intend they fhould arrive at any tolerable- 
Proficiency. Experience demonflxates the ' 
Propriety of this Conduct. In learning of 
Languages, in reading, in writing, in 
bodily Exercifes, or manual Arts, how 
ready, how graceful, and compleat are 
They, who- have been bred to them from'' 
the firft Stages of Life ? How imperfetft - 1 

and 



4 £ ' tf Education. 9 

ancouth are Thofe who have not begun 
their Progrefs, till arrived at the Maturity 
«f Age ?— The fame IMin&ion holds m 
IVforals. If we are initiated betimes in the 
School of Virtue, Virtue Will become, a* 
it were a Part of us ; If we are late in our 
Application to this firil: and fovereign Art^ 
our ProgreCs will be fmall or none.— In a 
word, our Habits of Thought and A&ion, 
of Love or Hatred, Forgivenefs or keverige, 
Gentlenefe qr Impctuofity, Sincerity or Di£- 
fimulation, when once eftabliflied by early 
and long continued Cuftom, do fo take 
Poffeffion of the Soul, and fo ftrongly run 
on in their confirmed Courfe, that we fhall 
in vain endeavour to divert them from it: 
After all our Labour, they will overwhelm 
our Endeavours ; they will bear down every 
Mound which fruitlefc Art can eredt, and 
in Spite of us return to the Chanhel which 
they at firft poflefled. 

This farther Confideration mull be added, 
with Regard to vicious or virtuous Habits % 
that we cannot live in a State of Indifference 

between 



to On tk $%£ PfrSfriplei 

ttet^reeft^rhere j -aViare &ftfeii rfiajr, dfttf #& 
'With Reaped t& ftabits of other Kiri&i 

^hiis, though you have not learrieci' tjhttf 
#rt r s of" keading, Writing, Walkings Ride-* 
irig, yet it is pofliblej nay probable, that ho 
fcbnfrary Habit fnay have taken Plaee, To a* 
ffrfce iriconfiftent with; or diffrafttve of 
Thefe V ¥ou ; ftflf have it in yout Power t'6 
acquire ^h*bi| thbtigh in a more imperfect , 
Degree.— Btit it is M otherwife with Re* 
gafd to the I&inflof Man, and the Opera-* 
tions df his Heart i lliefe wifriftevifabty 
ttftch immediate fmpteffibhs from evefty 
Ibrrouhding Obje£ : and thus Inclinatiwtt 
and Opinions, of one Kind or other, will 
certainly be implanted and take Root; irt 
Spite of all poffible Care rafeen to prevent 
therti. - 

The natural Ff abit which nioft nefcity . 
refembles the moral oric in this Refpeft, id 
that of Language i Fof in tbii % as in Morals i 
ft is impoflible for a Child not to eartch 
immediate Impreffions front thofe whoftrti 
around him, Now, let any one refledt eh 

tbt 



ifre jFiorce and Influence of *fce &ft tan* 
gttage^and Dialecl: which a Child is, taught 
to ifpeakjand be will acknowledge, fhaifc 
whewthis ii once ftrbngly, impjefled u* 
Infancy, it gives fijeh a particular Coxif 
formation to the Organs of Speech, a£ no: 
&tbiequent E-frbrts can ever qratficatq. $ach 
Aen as we univcr&Uy find the. Jfbrcc of ft 
frfi or, mthe Language, cwn . fuch id jhtf 
Power of tkej&ft or native Manners. For 
a,4ik«. Conformation x»f the Organs of th<? 
Miftd neceflarUy arifeth j ami ^terminer 
*«r future Habits of Action, in the fanw 
eimoft tuicofi<|ilerable Mannrr.-^Thus, if 
# Child ft aoe taught to love Truth* and to* 
{peak it y h« wiU inevitably learn to tell * 
kyevwheaever his Pafliens or his Interefls- 
fltall prompt him :- If he gains not a Habif 
^fuheing: be&evotent in his Infancy, he 
Ktuifc gain a Habit of being felfiflx : If he 
be nxxt habitually taught Humility and 
Obedience, he wiU probably grow ob- 
ftinatrf -and proud. • In a Word, his J*af~ 
fieitt and Ekfires canjiotlong remain in a 
*■*■■ torpi<% 



i 2 On the Bi^fif^ng^es 

torpid Stete <?f Inference apd v J i#&ivitj :£ 
tf he Squire, not Virtue in his Jjo^Gji) 
the Condition of human Nature ihevitabty 
leads tiim' to^acciuird That which, is je- 
jru€?foe6£ii \ 

: We irtay jiiftly appeal to Experience, for 
the iTnith tif thefe Obfervatibns, on the 
iticlelitle Power of early Habits* Thof? 
wftd iri irttture A^e : are uniformly good, 
are generally fuch as have early enjoyed the 
i^ieftiihable Blefling of a T virtuous. E4f}r 
cation: are fuch as never knew what, it 
was to a& a bafe or diftioneft Pari; rare fuch* 
as from their firft Infancy, have beea< hap- 
pily led into the Way of Vitfue^ afl4 thcfp-* 
fo^e need not return f ia pr^er to toqlk w fa 
m If we defceiid to Menx>f the worft, Qh^- 
radters^wp . ftiali find the Force ofifady 
Habits equally prevailing. For : it r is ctyi)n 
monly am<?n£ fuch as n?yer received apjr 
£heck or Gontroul in Infancy, that -the 
njoft dating afy4. atrocious Cnvb&wtco&i* 
fitted. . Here . *y$r. fo& the .Appetites, driv* 
in£ heodtaog, without aXurb from Cori«% 

fcience 
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Hjdbet nvy or glorying in their { J>name $ 
who can dehberatply plunge injp the placK-. 
eft Villanies, without lCelu<9gnpe ^pr I^e«- 
morfe.— -Whilq tfye , ijighw iRanfcs , pf this 
uhtameable Character, offlen ; ri4e ; in State,* 
and ibmetimes . eyen afcend to guide ^ 
Reins of Empire, \the inferior Sort oft?$ 
come* to an untimely Encf : and we generally 
find,' that in their dying Moments; they 
juftiy lament the vicious Habits they hadf 
contracted in early Youths as the original 
Caiiffes of thcii: Ruin. 

Let lis, again, take a View* of the middle 
Characters in human Life, of thofe who 
thrd' Strength of Temptation,' or Warmth 
of Blood, *defcrt the" firlt Principles of a 
&<btxt Education. And even here, the Power 
of&e : firft Habits, tho' ineffedud in itif 
J^pplipatipn, is vifible in the End. '- For 
after a Life pfcft between Indulgence and 
Repentance, Riot and Remorft; when Agb; 
Sickneis t • or Adyerfity^ approach, the' firil 
Habits of Education then arroysse thte 

Mind, 



*4 On the firft Ptihtipks 

Mftdi and &e unhappy Man cither reiuriis 
jo the Path di Virtue ^hich he had for- 
iaken, or dies lamenting the Errors 0$ his 

But in Opjpofition to this Principle of 
fcftpfeffmg early Habits of A&ion, a Writer 
affectation hath lately arifen-j-. Itwer* 
tp be Wi(hcd 3 that he had been more pre«* 
ciie *nd determinate in delivering his Opi~ 
nioA* :> hot fo far as I underftand him, his 
Jfrindptes ajrc thefe. *- r.> That no Kind 
**cf Habits ought to be impreffed oijt 
"Children; becaufe they will inevitably 
* check the natural Liberty of the MincL 
** —2 /That yon ought never to teach ther» 
" Obedience as a Duty, becaufe it wilj 
** render their JVfiads tyrannical and ca^ 
*• pricious, — 3* That if you leave therh to 
** the natural Confequences of their own 
a A&ions, thefe will fufiiciently reftify 
** the Miftakfcs they commit in Infancy,— • 
*f 4. That wheft Reafon pomes to exert it*. 
** felf in a maturer State, the Paffions \t/ilj 

i Roufleau, Emilius, paffim. 

'< naturally 



" r t^is f^an/Jard, if tney are wt ?oi!rup$e4 
'« fcefprehand! by an improper Education.'* 

It will be neceflary toeonfider Jfeparateljl 
fhefe four Propofitions. 

With refpeft to the firft, " That ** 
*« Kind of Habits ought to.fc,iqfp£fel 
'« on Children* becaufe they wiUJflp«taJ>]j| 
•* check the natural liberty an4 Progrt& 
•« of the Mind.' V-Jt frwld feem,, that im 
a Stato of Society,, the natural Liberty^ 
the IVfind ought to be ejected, cpntipuled, 
wd thrown into \ ^articuiar DireOion^ fof 
tne wifeft and moft neceflary Ends. Were 
Aiaq 4 e % ne 4. by Nature to rpam the 
tyoreAs as a favage Individual, he might 
properly enjoy his natural Liberty to the 
full i all the Power? of his Body, MindV 
and Patterns, might juftly be left to take 
tiieir unlimited Prqgrefs without Qontrpul; 
at moft, none but hiotfelf would fuiFer by 
them. . But M^n being dsftined to live 
w*t$ IVIann it follows* that his natural Li* 
berty, and all his Powers^ ought to be 

checked. 



t6 On the Firji Principles 

checked, in fuch a IVfanner, as i#ay no^ 
only tend £o the Gratification of his own 
Dcfires, but to the Peace and Welfare of 
thofe he lives with. Now the Complica- 
tion of Circujnftances in fbcial Life is fi> 
general and important, that if the natural 
Liberty jjuid Paffions of Youth are not 
checked, and alfo accommodated to the 
Laws of that particular Society of which 
they are Members, a very weak and Im- 
perfect State of Polity muft arife. 5 apd iqi 
the End, a general Diflblution muft infue, 
through Want of that particular Direction 
of Habit and Principle which is the great 
Bond of ibcial Union : That Bond, ijx 
which is concentered the Power of the 
agreeing Society; and without which, even 
the Strength of each. Individual (wanting 
this common Diredion and connecting 
Power) would indeed be the Weaknefs and 
Deftruftion of the Whole. 

a Tis neceffary, therefore, in order to form 
a good Citizen, to imprefs the Infant with 
early Habits ; even toftackle the Mind (if 

1 you 
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you lb pleafe to fpeak) with falutary Pre- 
judices, fuch as may create a Conformity 
of Thought and A&ion with the efta- 
bliftied Principles on which his native 
Society is built. The Force of this Par- 
ticularity of Inftitution Mr. Rousseau 
himfelf, at times, confeffes and applauds. 
But what he praifes in an old Spartan or a 
Roman, as the Highth of Virtue, he at- 
tempts to difparage, in modern Life, as 
a Debafemeht of the Mind. This, how- 
ever, is certain; that the ftrong Principles 
of public Spirit, fo confpicuous \n Sparta 
and Rome, were not the Effedt of fuffer- 
ing the young Mind to roam at large; 
but of rigid and particular Inftitutions, 
of Habits impreffed in Infancy, and in 
a far feverer Manner than modern Nations 
can boaft. The Effedt was proportional: 
Rut altho' that public. Relation we bear 
to our Country hath loft much of it's 
Force, yet other focial Relation? of a 
more private Nature ftill remain i and to 
firengthen thefe in the Child's Heart, in 
C aT 



jS* On the Firji Princifler 

all their Particularity of Circumftance r 
is no lefs the E#e<9: of particular Impref- 
fion than the Love of the Public and ous 
Country, This indeed the Writer, in 
general Terms, feems to acknowledge : 
** Our Neceffities vary with our Situa- 
« tiona t There is a great deal of Differ^ 
** ence between the natural Man in a 
«* State of Solitude, and the natural Man 
m in a State of Society". 

Let us now attend our Author in the: 
fecond Proportion, 4t that you are neveir 
« c to teach Children Obedience* merely as 
" a Duty i becaufe it wiH render their 
*« Minds capricious and tyrannical".*— 
And indeed, fp far as this Rule can fafely 
be comply'd with, it is certainly rational 
and important To let a Child fee tt*e 
Reafons of your Condudt, fo far as he is 
capable of perceiving thyem, will be at- 
tended with the natural and happy Con- 
fequence of a rational Acquiefcence, be- 
yond what mere Authority can produce. 
But the Fait is> that you muft either in 

many 



if &du£aiidtt* . tg 

tiiaily Instances treat a Child tin the Prin* 
ciple of mere Authority, or you muft 
fufFer him to run into Dangers, Mifchiefs, 
Abfurdities, and Ruin. The Acknow- 
ledgment which Mr. Rousseau makes, 
on this Subject is indeed very candid 1 
" We may be certain that a Child will 
" think every Injun&ion capricious that 
u is contrary to its own Inclinations, and 
" for which it fees not a Reafon j Now a 
" Child fees no Manned of Reafon in any 
" thing that Contradicts it's own Hu-* 
u mour +". Moft People, in this Cafe, 
Would conclude, that therefore, till the 
Child could fee better, the Parent's Reafon 
ihould ftand \n the Place of his own* 
Nor will this Condudl be attended with 
that Confequence of Caprice which the 
Author fears : For I dare venture to aflert, 
that if the Parent accuftom the Child to 
obey his Command, while he leaves bin* 
free with Regard to the Commands of 

i Emil- L. i* 
C 2 others, 
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others, the Parent's Opinion and Com- 
mand will foon ftand in the Place of a 
Reafon, and this Habit will gradually rife 
into a moral Principle of filial Duty, 
Without hurting the ingenuous Freedom 
or natural Equity of the Mind. The 
Reafon why a Parent's Command will be 
lefs hurtful than any other is this : Becaufc 
from the continued A&s of Care, Ten* 
dernefs, and Love, which the Child ex- 
perienced from the Parent, he will natu- 
4 turally gain an habitual Confidence in 
him, and be perfwaded in his Heart that 
fill his Commands are well intended and 
therefore not capricious, but rational, — 
On this Account perhaps it were to be 
wifhed, that every Parent's Commands 
were accompany'd with certain Signs or 
Declarations tending to this End, of con- 
vincing the Child that he is only to obey 
becaufe you love him. 
: But Mr. Rousseau hath bethought 
himfelf of what he deems a fafer Ex- 
pedient 
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pedient for preferring the ingenuous 
Freedom and Equity of the Mind : And 
this is, 

" To leave Children to the natural Con- 
" fequences of their own A&ions, which 
" will give them a proper Conviction, an4 
« fufficiently rectify the Miftakes they 
« commit in Infancy", 

It excites one's Pity, to fee what Shifts 
a Man of Genius is put ,to, when he 
maintains 3 Paradox untenable. This, 
Principle, if purfued thro' all its Confer 
quences, and expofed in all thofe lively 
Colours with which Rousseau caa 
paint, might perhaps alfo move our Con- 
tempt, Let it fhfficq here, to fhew that 
it is void of all Foundation ; by remark- 
ing, that the Author expe&s a Difcern- 
ment of Confequences. from a CM/d, which 
we but feldom find in Men. That the 
Paflions, undirected by Reafon, are blind 
and headlong; and that tho* the Expe- 
rience of a Child might lead him to the 
Remembrance and future Prevention of 
C 3 the 
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the immediate ill Confequences of his 
A&iofts, it never could direft him to the 
Knowledge or Avoidance of thofe which 
are more dijlant.*— Emilius! how I trem^ 
ble for thee, while I fee thee expofed to 
the Care of thy too ingenious Tutor} 
Fortunate wilt thou be, if thou reacheft 
the End of thy fifth Year I Nay rather, 
Fortunate wilt thou be, if thofe Acci- 
dents which ffluft inevitably attend thy 
Situation, deprive thee of a Ljfip deftined 
to future Mifery from the Ills of Body 
and of Mind, contra&ed thro' this early 
and continued Indulgence of thy infant 
Caprices?— *I fee thee wilful to thy Pa- 
rents, domineering in the Nurferyj fur? 
ieiting on Meats, burfting with Liquids \ 
inflaming thy Body with noxious Hu-* 
mours, thy Mind with unquiet Paffionsj 
running headlong into Dangers which 
thou canft not forefpe, and Habits which 
thou canft not eradicate j mifchievous to 
others, but fatal to thyfelf ! 

Our. 
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Our Author's next Propofition is indeed 
tnore plaufible, againft the NecefTjty of 
early Habits of Adtion. «* That when 
*' Reafon comes to e*ert itfelf in a ma- 
** turer State, the Paflions will naturally 
** rectify theftifelves. according to Reafon's 
V Standard, if they are not corrupted 
* € before-hand by an improper Ed ica- 
*' tion". 

This Opinion is not peculiar to Mr. 
Rousseau'* but is indeed one of the 
moft common, and mod dangerous 
Maxims in the Education of Children; 
It will therefore be more necefiary to ex- 
pole it's fatal Tendency. 

By this early and continued Indulgence 
{as appears fufficiently above) a great 
Variety of ill Habits muft take Root in 
the infant Heart: Now thefe will gain 
fuch a Degree of Strength, as the moft 
afliduous Care, and the fevereft Correc- 
tion, Will hardly be able to deftroy. For 
the infant Paflions are eafily bent to the 
defired Shape: but fuch is the Effedt of 
C 4. Time 
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Time and Habit, that every Year's 
Growth adds Strength and Stubbornnefs,, 
Therefore, befides thq increafing Danger 
of failing totally in the dqfired End, there 
is nothing gained, but rather much is 
loft, even in the Article of nepeffary Con- 
re&ion. For as the Habit is.ftropg, the 
Corre&iqn muft be fevere. A newrborn 
Habit, which might have been checked 
by a Frown, when it hath gathered Force 
: by Age, will require the RocJ: And, what 
ig worfe, I am well perfwaded, that they 
whofe mift^ken Tendernefs induced them 
to with-hold the firft of thefe Difcourage- 
ments, will never put on the Refolutiqn to 
Ripply the latter. 

Farther : The pretended Plea, of argu- 
ing a Child out of his Follies or Vices 
when he comes to the Ufe of Reafon, is 
perhaps onp of the n>oft groijndlefs Hopes, 
that eyer entered the Thoughts of a fond 
and deluded Parent. For which is moft 
likely to conquer? a confirmed and ftub- 
fcorn Habit, or ah Argument, perhaps 
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jiot tonderftood, certainly little attended 
to? The Voice of the Paffions is both 
louder, more intelligible, and more per-* 
fwafive, than that of Reafon. And the 
pnly Chance that Reafon hath for Vi&ory, 
is when the Pafiions are beforehand 
inlifted in her Service. 

But this is not the worft. For they are 
hut fuperficially informed of the Frame 
2nd Tenor of the human Mind, who think 
that Reajbn (as it exifts in Man) is more 
than a Power of difceqiing and chufing 
the prppereft Means for obtaining the 
defired find, whether that End be good ot 
evil. The Paffions. and pre-eftablifhed 
^Habits of Mankind are the universal 
Motives to human A&ion: and where 
.thefe Point not to an End defired, Reafon 
may indolently exercife it's Eye, but can 
never find npr create an Objedt of Force 
fufficient to pyt the Powers of the Soul 
♦and Body in Motion. Hence, human 
Reafon muft always receive it's particular 
£a$ and Colour from the pre-eftablifhed 

Habits 
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Habits and Paflions ; arid will always 
form its ruling Ideas of Good and Evil, 
Right and Wrong, Juft and Unjiift, from 
this great Fountain of human A&ion. 
The Hiftory of human Nature confirms 
this' Truth: and hence it is, that our 
boafted Reafon h indeed fo poor and 
unprofitable a Poflefllon; being warped and 
moulded into that particular Form, which 
the varying Accidents of eftablifted Man-*- 
iiers, Religion, Climate, Soil, Policy, 
bodily Frame, or prevailing Paflions, 
chance to give it. — On this Principle, 
theri, the Child who hath been long and 
habitually fuffefed to be his own Mafter, 
or rather his own Slave; who hath been 
Imprudently indulged in every childifh 
and growing Inclination; fuch an one, 
when he comes to the Exertion of his 
Reafon, will inevitably judge it the moft 
infupportable Encroachment upon his 
Reafon (becaufe upon his pre-eftabliflied 
Habits) that he fhould either be cojitrouled, 
direfted, or advifed, by Another. — Hence, 

then, 
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then, we fee how weak and insufficient a 
Pra&ice it is, merely to inftruB the Mind 
in what is right y without giving the Paffions 
and Habits a prior Tendency to the fame 
Ends: Hence, we fee the Neceffity of 
giving Reafon itfelf it's proper Byafs; of 
throwing it into the fame great Channel 
with the untverfal Reafon y that is, with 
the main Intention of the Creator, the 
general Good of All, the Nature and Con- 
stitution of Things, 

Such then, notwithstanding all that hath 
been affirmed to the contrary, is the Power 
of early Habits; and fuch the Importance 
and Neceffity of carefully and properly 
inftilling them. But let it be obferved, 
that I mean this as a general, but not an 
untverfal Truth ; tho' I believe there are 
very few% Exceptions to it. Some Chil- 
dren may be born with Selfijh PaJJions fo 
ftrong, as the moft affiduous Endeavours 
cannot conquer; others may be born with 
the more generous AffeSiions fo naturally 
prevalent, that good. Habits will arife 
? without 
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Without the Aid either of practical Pre* 
Cept or Example. But notwithftanding 
thefe Exceptions, human Nature in ge- 
neral remains in its middle State, apt to 
catch, Habits, either good or bad, from 
thofe with whom it converfetriv and to be 
determined by thefe Habits in it's future 
Conduct, in Principles and A&ions virtu- 
ous or wicked, falutary or d.eftrudtive. 

The important QuefHon is, then, how 
foon the Work of Education, ought to be. 
hegun, by.inftilling.good Habits and cor-. 
re£ipg bad ones, — To this I anfwer, that 
it is of Confequence to begin it, at the 
very/r^ £)awn of Reafon* as foon as 
the Child can draw any Conferences in. 
his Mind concerning Things that relate 
mofi immediately to him/elf. ]^ow this, 
I believe, . appears aj; a very early Period 
in moll Children ; and much fooner thaa 
is commonly imagined. 'Tis true that a 
Child muft be of the Age of five or fix or 
feven Years, before he can either form an 
Argument, or attend to it when it is de- 
livered, 
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livered, in Words; But notwithftariding 
this, he is in a certain Degree poflefTed 
of the Ufe of Reafon at a much earlier 1 
Period, in moft things that relate more 
immediately to bimfelf, and hi* own prefent 
and apparent Welfare. By the Time he vs 
one Year old, he can generally point oul 
the Food he is fond of, the Perfons whonv 
he loves or hates, the Playthings that 
ftrike his Fancy, the Sights and Sounds 
that delight or difguft him; and gives 
the mod undoubted Signs of knowing 
when he does what you approve or dis- 
approve,: provided that by proper Encou- 
ragements and Difcouragements he hath 
been taught the Difference. Thefe, then, 
are the Indications of the firft Dawn of 
Reafon; and generally arife before a Child 
is one Year old; in fome, perhaps, much 
fooner. Now this early Period precedes 
the Maturity of Reafon by an Interval 
of many Years: But as this early Period 
is the Seafon when the firft Habits take 
Place, it is undoubtedly the Time when 

the 
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the Work of Education fhould begirt/ 
The longer it is delayed beyond this early 
Period, the more difficult the Tafk will 
be: improper Habits will daily and hourly 
fteal into the infant Mind; and if ever, 
they be driven out, it miift be the Effedfc 
of a fevere and painful Conflict. — In all 
other Matters* except only in the Cultiva- 
tion of their Children's Hearts, .Man- 
kind are watchful againft their acquiring 
wrong Habits either of Body or Mind < 
becaufe they fee and know the Difficulty, 
if not the Impoffibility, of extirpating them, 
when they have once taken Root, They 
are firft of all careful to procure a healthful 
Nurfe, confeious how difficult it i» to 
le&ify anjr bad Habit of Body, that hath 
been fucked in with the Niurfe's Milk ; 
They are careful to give their -Children a 
proper Dialed*,, fatisfy'd that improper 
Habits of Speech, when early iniiilled, 
are feldom efFe&ually to be corre&ed* 
They are cautious of fending their Little 
ones to a bad Reading Matter, a bad Writ-' 

ing 
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ing Mafter, a bad Dancing Mafter, or a 
bad Mufic Mafter; becaufe they know* 
the firft acquired fiabit (in any of thefc 
Arts) will make an unconquerable Impref- 
fion, and fuch as no future Pains or Appli- 
cation can ever totally deface. Thus they 
reafon, and juftly, in thefe inferior Points 
of Education ; but in That which is of 
more Confequence than All, the inftilling 
of virtuous Habits into their Children's 
Hearts; — Habit*, of which a Child is fuf- 
ceptible, long before any of thefe exte- 
rior ones can take Place — in this, I fay, 
they are generally and fatally negle&ful, 
till the proper Time is pafU till the Child 
is irrevocably fixed in Habits that are 
abfurd, pernicious, or deftru&ive. 

Hence, then, appears the Importance 
and Neceflity of training up Children* 
from their firft Infancy, in the Way 
they fhould go. And on thefe Foun- 
dations we may juftly conclude with that 
emphatical Paffage in facred Writ^ 

« Can 
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** Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, of 
** the Leopard his Spots ? Then may y<S 
«' alio do Good, who have been accuftotned 
« to, do Evil." 
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EDUCATION. 

Prov. Chap. xxii. Ver. 6. 
Tra/fl a^ a Child in the Way he Jhould go, 
and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it. 

HAVING thus evinced the Neceflity 
of implanting Habits of Virtue in 
the earlieft Stages of Infancy; let us now 
proceed to lay down the particular Rules 
which may lead to this general End. 
. As all Habits of Adtion, whether good 
or bad, arife in Mankind from their 
D 2 PaJJions 



34 On the Firjl Principles 

Pajjions or Opinions ; the Eflentials of a 
virtuous Education muft confifl in a pro- 
per Regulation otjbefe. The Pq/Jions^ 
or Inclinations* undoubtedly ijjrjpg up 
firjt; and take Root in the Heart, long 
before any regular Opinions can be formed* 
The firfi: Care, therefore, ought to be 
employed in the ?arly Regulation of the 
JPajJions. .,*,,.,. 

It is certainly^ in a confiderable Der 
gree, in the Power of thofe who have 
the Qare of Children, to. determine what 
they fhall love or lwte^ purfue or avoid, 
fear or hope for* prqvidqd pnly the Wqrk 
is begun in Time, \~% dp not mjpjpi,. that 
the Paffions themfelveg can be either 
changed or extirpated : , But only, that 
jhey may be regulated, both with fLcg&4 
p> ih&x^Obje&t and Degrees. The whple 
Train of Paffions will certainly arifi;, ap- 
wording to the particular Frame and Con-? 
ilitution of Body and Mind: But it is in 
the Parent's or Nurfe's Power, to moderate 
their. Excefsi to fix them on proper- and 

falutary 
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Jaiutdry Otye&s-, or to let them wander, 
among fudi as are improper and d$~ 

firu&roe. 

I fhall now proceed, therefore, to lay, 
dowft the necefiary Rules for the Regula- 
tion of the Pafiions, according to that 
Order in Which they feem to arife in 
Nature : and at the fame Time point but 
the common Errors committed in this 
important Article of Education. 

1. The firft great and leading Pafllon, 
Which ought above all others to be che* 
lifted, heightened, and confirmed, is that 
of Benevolence, JLove > of Goodwill} not 
only to all Mankind, but even to the 
iheaneft Creature that hath Life. When 
this pleafing and delightful Paffion hath 
■bnce taken Pofleflion it will by it's 
bvrh Power ftrongly tend to regulate 
tsrttf other that tan fpring up in the' 
Heart. It is generally an inordinate and 
ill-judged Self-Love, that gives Rife to 
the moft flagrant Crimes , All Mankind 
naturally purfue their own Happinefs; 
D 3 * but 



36 On the Firfi- Principles 

krt thaw' a fundamaotd apd, fatal Dqfe$ 
w Education* , ,they a?fi fcMoift -, taught tp 
regard- thpHappinete of otbeft, ,qs roak* 
ing any Part of tfoir awa. f On the conr 
paajyii onc-aaMtot but ebferve with Con* 
cfcrn, rtha* the ivft IveiTons that Children 
$xt commonly timght v are fach as tend to 
deftrdy the very 8$ed$r6£ Jfenevolonce and 
Goodwill. r : j 

The Th«e .firft^and gteateft- Enemies 
to- Benevolence, that commonly appear in 
Children, are Hardbenrtednefs, Envy, and 
Revenge. The firft of - diefe may be faid 
to be implanted ; and the other two,- in- 
ftead of being checked, are too coitamonly 
encouraged and inflamed. 

With Regard to Hardbeartednefs, or a 
#fa;tf of Pity, this is often encouraged, 
if hot implanted** in. the Hearts of Child- 
ren, by fufferin&them to exercife the mdft 
unprovoked and wajvton Cruelties on the 
innocent brut* Creation, The Child begins 
thefe A&s of Cruelty without any Con- 
fcioufnefs of giving. Pain: He delights only 
t in 



fcP*he Novelty of the Contortions and 
Cries bffthfe fuffering Creature: * Ho pro* 
xtedi m this unmeaning FbMy, without 
'Reibuke', tftl at 'length the » P»a6kice.;af 
Wantonly tofiiiefttirigj becomes a- ftrong 
arid c6flfirihed Habit of 'Amttfetnentjnlt 
is theft too lite tocoijvihce him ? of his 
ElrroTy by telling hiiil the Crfcatufe ^fffeft 
Pain: For his confirmed Habit-hath'i*0\# 
given him a PaffiWt 1 oi x Defiftt which is 
probably too ftrong for the &kf vfrhioh 
then rifeth in his Heart; > _ ■ > 

: En^y^l fear, is more* gfcnerilly a Notify 
of the human Sotil: And tbh, fo far from 
'being 'expelled, or improved into a genera 
ous Emulation, is generally made more 
"ftp ong arid incurable,' both by Example and 
by Pfecept: For when one Child; fetfs 
anothfer poffeffed of fucji things as fuit his 
infant Inclinations, He is not onXyfuffered 
t)At encotirdgfed to exprefs all the Signs 
*0f £?ivy arid Dijlike. ; ' * . " 

ttetietige] the third, and perhaps the 
•inoft; powerful Enemy of Benevolence, 
%i " P4 is 



h wfllflaoftly inftiHed and- miprpired%itfi 
Jbfr iame ;Iadbftrp ^ For tofacisrucrt atay 
«BB conttrajjtfts /fhe~v^wterd Humours of 
*rCh^vthc.Pireat orthe N«rfc is tfitite 

#us Btow a* the* Delinquent: Or «&fc, 
thfe unhappy Child, itfelf is brought for- 
ward; an4 the firft Exwcife of his infant 
Arm is to wreak a keen tho' impotent 
Revenge oa his, fgppefed Enemy. Nay, 
even a lifelefs ,Qtye& that hath offended 
him in his Walk, muft not efcape his 
Vengeance: for he is taught, to-, ftrike 
even a Table or a ChaisV if in hath chanced 
rudely to meet his Forehead, or happened 
to be the Gcdafion of a FalL-*~Now from 
thefe and other parallel Pra&icfes, can we 
wonder that Children fliould gxow hard- 
hearted, envious? and revengeful? that at 
length they fhovM gain an inveterate 
Habit of confidering every Advantage they 
fee others enjoy, as being a Diminution 
of their own ? 

What, 



.'1' Wfiart> tfcen, aref the ipro^enHfe^cxfe 
«f ftnifflf iu3<4 improving- tfee:Ik!*M»&l«dJfe 
W thftiiofetit 'Hcart'?-^To t^*-a»¥f#*f^ 
3&at Pifywf'CmpajJite feems^o'tfie'tifc 
4k&^te5*t Poiintflin of toimdn'"*Bfe#$vtf» 
letoce.' 'Tfe <ttftateV thatl, witfcbat* Pfc?, 
Benevolentfe cannot' es&ft,- J3f i ftems' i nib- 
Itefs evident, that wkere 1 Pity9sVaiif c ifs- 
Workings' ate atfchded^to//&r/i*'that 
Species of BenefvcSencewhibn' it &bf tBe 
'greateft Coli&qirence that the Heart flidufd 
■poflefs; becaiife it is of more Importance 
^that we relieve the Sufferings, than t-h'at 
1 "vrc feel the'-Profperity of our Neighbour j 
r ft is of lefs Confequenee that we rejoyce 
^htdiih t'jbdje thai rejoyce, than that we weep 
~ y WiB tbdje'that -weep.' Now, fuch is the 
Hfrife ^Confutation of Nature, that" Pity 
J, irifeth naturally in 'the Heart, as fobriW 
toe 'can be made fenftble of the Miferies 
'tff Others; and is generally ftrongeft in 
the wea'keft Frames, unlefs corrupted and 
hardened by an improper Education, 
fl&fke ybur Child early -fenfible, there- 
fore, 
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fore, of the Miferies of ev<Sry XfeatUri 
that 1 hath Life; teach hirh betitoesWd 
lonneSt the bUtward Marks 'with the toward 
Ptelings of l^^^y'^o^Bc^lK-.Tditt 
Jean* to fyttipathiie Witb 'the 1 Affii&iditt 
6f hfe Fellow Creatures : Aftd' this natti* 
ral ; FeeKng for* the Miferies 6f others 
being thus properly cherifhed 'by the 
Parent or Nurfe; it will certainly branch 
tat into a benevolent Turn of Mind, in 
every Inftance where Benevolence is moft 
wanted^ I mean, in thofe of Dijhrefs 
teAWant. v i 

It is Aot, perhaps, fa eafy a Talk to 
lafufe a Habit of rejoycing in the Wel- 
fare of others, efpccially in fuch Circursin 
ftances tof .Happinefs as the Child <tf£blf is 
deprived. ofV For here, Envy intrude* * 
Euvy being the Excefs of Overflowing* df 
Self Love, - which creates a Gripf of Mind 
oo the Sight of another's Happine&> wheii 
found Superior to our qwn. So that now 
we have a violent P&fiion to oppofe* 
whereas in the former Inftance the natural 

P&ftoa 



£a$iojj ,went ^alprtg with^s^ A1J* jp^r- 

*o difcoiu;age Envy* an .Childr^. by a 
#rong pifapprobirijibn * and vto $ncouj^agf 
- itfp * oppofi te Virtus, by ckar. , M^rks , qf 
ifQve a,od : Eftecrn, Fox the $^;I<tepof 
mowl Good and Evil, right and. wipqg, 
juft and .unjuft* whjjch , a Cjhild rec^ircfij 
«fioettainJiy drawn from, the Jfcpprobatioii 
pr Difap^robation p f thofe who are arouswi 
him* „ . \ ~ii 4 . « \ ..-.'.• # 

Revenge* the third great Enemy to 
Benevolence, is of the fame accidental 
Nature with Envy; and is the Excefs'of 
Angtrha: Injuries /eceived. .This Paffion 
feem* no le& difficult in it's Management 
and Cure. It arifeth ftrongly in moil 
Children; gnd being the Overflowing of 
tha^Refentment given us. by Nature £& thd 
great Pmpofe of Self-Prefervation and 
Defence it ought eariy to be watched 
anddi&buraged, by every poffibfe Method 
$f Dj&pprob#i<» i u oo the contrary, 

u >, .. Forgheneft 



43 On the Firft Principles 

Porgivenefs ought to be applauded atidi 
rewarded with all the Force of Carefles^ 
Affe&iori, and Praife.. 

Where Pity; Goodwill; . Forgiyenefs, 1 
a Defire of obliging and affifting, arc thutf 
carefully inftillcd> and their contrary 
Paflions equally difeouraged; it miy ! there 
be. faid* with Truth, that a Child, hath 
the Seed£ of every Virtue already fo^ri 
in hi* Heart* Every other is % indeed 
fubordinate to this of Bencvolqrnce> 
from, -which* as from the great central 
Fountain of Light, all . the < attendant 
Virtues draw their -Lutflte* The Child 
thns educated hath gained a Habit of 
Lore, which not only tends/ to mate 
others happy, but is more likely tor eon** 
tiftue, becaufe he will find hirAfdf tnoft 
happy in the exercife of it. Buttfiis im* 
portant Branch of Education, as it /hould 
be theyfry?, fo fhould it be the mJfi and 
the lafi too : It muft be great P&fts r and 
continued Patience, that will brii)g thi» 
Habit to it's juft Perfection : For there 

i& 



of Education. 45 

is a Variety of , felfifh Paifions arifing 
fucceffively in the Hearts of Children.: 
Now thefe will be in continual Danger Qf 
overwhelming this of Benevolence, to 
which' they are all natural Enemies, unleis 
the kind Care of the Parent aflift it in the 
Conflid. 

- 2. The next Circufriftance in Order of 
Time and Importance, With Regard tq 
the Regulation of the Paffioiis, ^eems to bfc 
the Habit of Self-€ontroul 9 or the Pow^r of 
purbing any Defire that arifeth In the 
Heart. The Poffibility of infufing thfe 
H^bit is Co evident, as to heed little Illus- 
tration : ' For Experience demonstrates, 
that if, you begin in Time, -You may 
bring your Child to fubmit to any Denial, 
without Murmur or Complaint, But this 
free Habit of Self-Controul is, generally 
ipeafcing, fo far from being taught or 
Encouraged, that the greateft Part of 
Pkrents'feem to make it a Maxim, never 
to contradid their Children in any Defire. • 
|f we examine the Corifequences of this 
% miftaken 
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ihirtaken Indulgence, we fhall find it list 
the Source of immediate and future Un-» 
happinfefs, both to the Parent and the 'Off-* 
spring. 'Compare the Child that is taught 
S\ibmifllbn and Obedience, with Kim that 
fs humoured in every thing. How rati- 
onal^ diearful, agreeable, and happy is 
the one? How ridiculous, peevifli, dif- 
agreeaWd,: and uhhappy is the other f 
The Tipalfeft Favour done the firft, is 
feceivtd and acknowledged as a particular 
Obligation : The greateft Kindnefs done 
the other, is either rejected with Difdain, 
or received with tfyanklefs 111 Manners: 
The more you ftrive to pleafe him, the 
more difficult he is to be pleafed ; 'till at 
length nothing will fatisfy or oblige him,* 
becaufe he hath been obliged in all 
things. - ' 

But this is not the worft. For the fame 
intemperate Habit, the fame Want of 
Power to curb his Pafiidns, which led 
Kim in his Infancy to gratify every childifh 
Humour, will gain Strength in Youth 

and 
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jwid Manhood,, and tend to lead him by 
Degrees to the higheft Excefs of every 
fenfual Gratification. Here, then, Parents 
pay t fee, what a Hoard of Guilt and 
Mifery they are laying up for their Child, 
when they give him npt the early Power 
of Self- Controul -, but fuffer him, from 
his firfl; Infancy, to gratify every unreafbn«r 
$ble Humour and Defire. They are de- 
stroying the great farrier,; that mould 
defend him from the Sallies of youthful 
Paflion: They are confirming him in a 
fatal Habit of giving Way to the firft 
Jrnpulfe of every Defire. Thus, when 
his Paffions gain Strength; and the morp 
violent Inclinations of Senfe prefeqt them- , 
felves, he is robbed of all Power of Re-. 
fiftaricej. and having never been accuf- 
tomed to check the.Demands of Appetite, 
falls an eafy Prey to the firft pollicitations 
of Debauchery, Ambition,, or Avarice — 
Betimes, . therefore, accuftom your Child- 
ren to Difappointments : Deny them every 
thing they aik for, that is improper for 
(hem to obtain i nay, every thing 

{be 
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(be it what it may) which they affc 
for in an improper Manner: this will be 
fo far from fowring the Temper, as fomc 
have weakly foggefted -f, that it will foon 
give them a confirmed Habit of acquiek 
cing in what is right ; of chearfully fub- 
mitting, when their Wills are over-ruled j 
of receiving every thing vpith Pleafure 
and Gratitude in which they are indulged j 
above all, of controuling every fuddeij 
pafiion that may arife; of commanding 
and happily moderating every Defire ; of 
refigning to the Appointments of Pro-? 
vidence, thro* every Situation and Period 
of Life. 

3. The Habit which may feem to 
claim the next Place in the Progrefs of 
Education, is that of Humility. For, 
next to the Paffions and Propenfities 
already noted, Pride, together with aq 
irrational Defire of Superiority and Do* 
minion, is apt to take PoiTeflion of thq 
Heart, Yet in Contradi&iop to this falu- 

t Mr. Rou/ftauy particularly, 

tary 
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tary Habit of Humility, almoft every thing 
that pafleth within the Notice of a Child, 
in the common Courfe of Education, feems 
calculated to inflame his Pride. . . . His 
Superiority of Drefs, or Perfon, or Pof- 
feflions, or of other trifling Qualities, are 
the moil common Topics of thofe who are 
about him : Every Qhild is made to be- 
lieve, that He i? finer, or wittier, or 
handfomer, than any other. When the 
Mind opens, and a large Circle of Objects 
are taken in, then the Importance and Su- 
periority of his Parents, Relations, and 
Family, are the ruling Subjedts of Dif- 
courfe among thofe who furround him. 
Thus, the firft Thing he hears is Flattery; 
and the natural OfF-fpring of this is un- 
bounded Pride ; a Self-Efteem far beyond 
his Merits, and a Contempt of others 
equally, ill-founded. Hence, his own Im- 
portance being magnified fo far beyond the 
Truth, in his firft Conception of it; he 
lives and dies in the Deluiion : Happy 
enough for the prefent, perhaps, could he 
E involve 
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involve others in the fame miftake: But 
others have their Pride too; fprting from 
the fame Sources : attd thus Pride fet againft 
Pride- becomes' the ehdlefs Catife of mu* 
ttkl Hatred/Conflia:, arid ^Mortification. 

Here, then, the ; Care of the Parent 
fhoiild he laffiduoiiily employed, in checlc- 
the 'firft Indications of Contempt *ahd 
Pride. In removing every Peffon ahd^Very 
Objeft from before their Chilli, which may 
Wd to irifpire 1 him within*' irratiorial Tdda 
or Defire of Superiority; with an 'over- 
weening Opinion of his ' owh ' Merit anil 
Importance ; with an Idea 6f°tlie health, 
Tower, Birth, or Station 6f his Parerits, ds 
Things in themfelves of rear Excellence: 
Not to debate the infant Mind by reridef* 
ing it infehfible to hbneft Praife ; but rather 
to temper this natural Paflion by turning 
it from abfuftl to proper Objects : By iri- 
ftilling an habitual Perfwafidn, that all 
'thefe external Marks of Superiority arc 
'imagiua'ry, chimerical, ahd void of Merit; 
that the only Qualities which can give' a 

Superiority 
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jtaperiofftty wpftb Spiring ^fter, are Bene- 
volence, QefierQ.fity, jaijd their concomitant 
Virtues. 

4. The next practical H.abit jvhich 
♦ought nitafaily to be inftiUed according 
do the Order of Things, as the Child's 
Mind gradually opens to receive outward 
cQbjefts^is.that of paying the ftri&eft Re.- 
igard to fErutb in all his Words, and to 
Ju/iict in all his Aftkns. I jxut thefe two 
together, and place them laft, becaufe they 
$re (in fome .meafure) Virtues of a fa&i- 
•tious Nature : $nd therefore (as Experience 
Aifficiently proves) they ire generally the 
daft Virtues of which a. Child .difcovers the 
t tfue Foundation. As all Mankind allow 
-the Innocence of FiSiion, can we wonder 
-that a Child Should long be ignorant of the 
Line -which feparates Ubis from Falfebood? 
•And as Property is the mere Refult of 
mutual Convention among Men, can we 
wonder that a; Child is long to feek for a 
clear and determinate Idea tiijujiice ? *f— - 
Yet as Deceit in Words, and Fraud or Vio<* 

f * See this farther explained below, p. 124, 238. 

E 2 fence 
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lem< ;witk Refpedt to PoJJeffions, are of th* 
laft Confequence in a s State of Society, it 
is therefore of the higheft Importance to 
imprefs the Minds of Childjren, as early 
as poffible, with an inviolable Regard to 
Truth and Honefy,— Where this Regard t& 
Integrity in Word and Deed is early and 
carefully inftilled, there naturally iprings 
up aSelf-Confcioufnefs, a Self Approbation 
in the Soul, which is hardly to be byaffed 
by : a»y Confiderations of Intereft : And 
where this Regard to Truth and Honefty 
19 not imprefled in Infancy, as the Child 
.will tell or a& a Lye to obtain a Sweet- 
meat; fo, in his maturer Age, he will oo 
the moft important Occafion do the fame, 
for a parallel Co nfi deration. Yet this prac- 
tical Habit, though of the utmoft Cqnfe~ 
quence in Education, is generally,. like the 
reft, negle&ed. Nay, as if Parents \vetc 
determined totally to exclude this. Regard 
to Truth and Honefty from the Hearts of 
their Children* they too commonly teach 
them the Arts of Falfehood by their own 

Example, 
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Example, in thofe very Iqfiances where • 
their Example is moft likely to be remark- 
ed and dwelt on. Thus, mftead of ufing 
the proper Methods of Love, Gentlenefv 
Praife, Difcountenance, or Authority, to 
conquer the ill-placed Wifhes of a Child, 
they threaten him with Punifjiments which 
they never inflid ; fhey terrify him 
with the t)rtad of Things which, itt 
their own Opinion, have no Exiftence j and 
cajole him with the Promife of fuch Re^ 
wards, as they never intend t6 N beftovfc 
Now, the natural Penetration of a Child 
foon discovers the Infincerity of thefe Pre- 
tences : Thus he is early initiated in the 
Principles, and confirmed in the Prattice, 
of Difhonefty and Falfehood. : : 

Thefe feem to be the firft important and 
eflential Habits of Aftion, which it is the 
Duty of every Parent to inftill into hi$ 
Children, till they be effe&ually ftrength- 
sned and confirmed by long-continued 
Practice.* As to the Methods of imprejjihg 
thefe virtuous Habits ; there is no general 

E 3 Rule 



$z On the Firjl Principles 

Rule to be laiddoWft; as fbriife Children: 
are beft influenced by Gehtlenefs and Afr 
feftioh, fome by Praife, fame by Shame % 
and fome by (what Ought ever to be the 
Jaft Expedient) Severity *n& Punifhtneni; 
Thefe Methods ought, I believe, to be 
employed or tried in the Order here laid 
down -, AjfeSlion being the firfi, and Pu- 
iiifhment the Jaft, with Regard to all good* 
Confequences. — Above all, Example is the 
fhongeli and moft prevailing Motive ; as it 
ilrikes on that which is perhaps the moA 
powerful Spring of human Adiion, the 
natural Love of Imitation. It is in vain^ 
therefore, ye Parents, that you attempt to 
inftill into your Childrens Hearts the Vir-r 
tues of Benevolence^ of Self-Controul, of 
Humility, and Integrity, if ye yourfelves 
are notorioufly deficient in thefe good 
Qualities : If you are felfifh, hard-hearted, 
envious, implacable, void of Self- corn- 
mand> proud, cenforious, Evil - fpeakers, 
deceitful in your Words, or difhoneft in 
your Adlions $ vain will be all your Leflbns 
2 of 
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of Virtue to your unhappy Children, They 
will not copy your Precepts, but your 
Example. Indeed your Example is a liv- 
ing Precept \ and more forcibly conveys 
itfelf to the Heart of your Child, than all 
the fine Leflbns that your Tongue can 
titter. 

On the fame Foundation, it is incumbent 
on every Parent, to prevent the Infedions 
of Heart or Mind, which their Children 
may receive from the ill Examples of 
others. The Folly or Wiskednefs of Ser-r 
vants, Friends, licentious Books, or acci^ 
dental Companions, are often big with the 
moft fatal Effefts : More may be thus loft 
in a Day, than can be gained or recovered 
in a Year : Nay, all the continued Labours; 
of an anxious Parent are fometimes finally 
overturned, by the Influence of one un«* 
guarded Communication witfi Irreligion, 
IJcentioufnefsj and Vice. 

E 4 O N 
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Prov* Chap. xxii. Ver. 6. 

Train up a Child in the Way be Jhould go, 

and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it. 

WE have now brought our Pupil to 
that Stage of Life, in which the 
Powers of his Mind begin to be ftrength- 
ened ami inlarged ; when his Ideas of Good 
and Evil, Pleafure and Pain, Happinefs and 
&fifevy. 9 begin to extend themfelves to more 
diftant Objeds ; whep, in Confluence of 
; this*- 
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this, he begin to form Opinions relative to 
what he ought jo purfue or avoid, which, 
will ftrongly dire£t his Condudt in Life, 
by inforcing or dejlroying the early Habit* 
of Virtu£ which he hath contra&ed. 

I now proceed, therefore, to the third 
Part of my Subjedfr, which was to point 
out- the proper 'Regulations of Opinion, with 
a View to the great End already laid down, 
that of compleating the Regulation of the 
Pajftons, and confirming the good Habits 
of A&ion already implanted in him. 

The chief Opinions which lead to 
this great End, are thofe which relate to 
his Ideas of 'his own Intereft or Happw 
nefs : For our Profpefts of Happinefs, 
whether true or falfe, inevitably fway our 
.Praaice: If they coincide with the virtu- 
ous Habits already contrafted, they ftrongr 
ly tend to confirm them ; if, on the con* 
trary, our Views of Happinefs are at Vari* 
anct with our Habits, they no lefs ftrongly 
tend to their Dejlruftion* 

This 
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*This general Truth leads us to a proper 
Divifion of this Part of our Subjefl : which 
will naturally include, 

1 ft. Thofe Opinions which relate to tho 
Interefts 6f this Life : ^nd 

2dly, Thofe which concern the /Hap* 
pineft of that which is to come. 

1 ft. Therefore, it is of great Importance? 
to give the Child a true Idea of what con* 
ftitutes his real Interefts in the prefent 
Life \ to give him a right Judgment con- 
cerning the Foundations of Happinefs and 
Mifery, Good and Evil ; .to bring him to 
ja confirmed Habit of thinking* that Vict, 
in all its Modes, is inconfiftent with true 
Felicity* and that by Virtue only he (hall 
cartaialy obtain it.— ^ Yet, in Contradiction 
to this falutary, Principle, it is but too 
often feen, that Children are early taught 
to diftinguiih between Interejl and Virtue ^ 
between being good and being happy ; they 
are early and induftrioufly taught to place 
their Affections on Wealth, or Grandeur, 
qr Power, or Gaiety, or Pleafure : are af- 

fiduoufly 
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fiduoUfly inftrudted in the Arts of acquir- 
ing or. enjoying Riches at all Events, as 
the great End of Lifei.witl¥>ut,whix:h ftfrfly 
-will certainly be miferable* and witfi .wbich 
they will afTurccHy he coropteatly ^ateft* 
-Now, where rth$ falfe and pernicious 
Opinion is infilled, tan we wonder if it 
overturn every Principle of Pity, J3eaevo- 
4ence, and Integrity, jevealuppafing them 
before-hand to have rheen -carefully . im- 
planted and cultivated in -the Heart ? The 
'beft thaf can be fuppofed, is ^perpetual 
^ppofition of contrary Paffions^Of : ge- 
nerous Habits warring with -a fdfifti Opi- 
nion : But if we confider the natural Pre- 
•valence of Self-Love, 'when -fat in J Opp<J- 
/fition to the more ^generous -andliAfergetl 
AiFe&ions, what can we expeft, but that 
'the firft'Impulfes of ^private Attachment 
*will take Place, and every virtuous Habit 
'will be overwhelmed in the Confiitft. 

As your Child's Undemanding opens, 
-therefore, watch every the earlieft Oppor- 
tunity of infufing a* firm -Belief, that -by 

fteadily 
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he hath already contr*<&6d> hfe wili beft/e- 
cu?e his trUe Happiijefs thto 9 evecy 'Perid^T 
•of his Life : That 66nevoletee,Sdf*Cc^- 
jirand, Humility, integrity* fcnd Truth, «% 
^ever aft tended \vith Self-fatisfe&k)!*, Health, 
-Reputatibn, ^Feace, and Safety : fc S&ew"frim 
their Effedfcs, -in fitch Infknoes tfs -mary 
'HtHcc hk -AttentidQ; -and lie 4evel to his 
Opacity :. Point out to him the 'Confe- 
rences of their <*ppofite Vices ; the Tor- 
mertts of Heart that attend on Malice, 
Envy, atfd Revenge.; the dreadfuLDifafters 
. of Intettjperance and unfubdued Defires; 
the -Anxieties' of Pride, the Difappoint- 
meats of Ambition, the- Contempt that at- 
tends Diffimuktion, the Meanness and 
Dangers of Difhonefty. Guard him a- 
gainft the deceitful Appearances of Plea- 
sure, Ambition, and Wealth, which will 
now begin to make their Inroads into his 
.Heart : Convince him, by ReafoningS fup- 
.ported by Fads, that true Felicity is feate,d 
in the Mind ; Point out to him the fincerc 

Happinefs, 
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Happinefs, the genuine Contentment, that 
is often found in the Cottage of the Pea&nt; 
the gloomy Difcontent that is as often 
feen in the Palaces of the Great, and the 
Feafts of the Luxurious : That in the one, 
the Pride of State, and the Accumulations 
of Wealth, are turned to a Curfe by the 
reftlefs Cravings of unbounded Appetites ; 
that in the other, a Life of Labour and a 
plain Repaft, are brightened into real Blef- 
lings by the Sunfhine of a contented Mind* 
Neither will it be neceflary, in fixing 
this great and important Principle, to en- 
deavour to fhut out the Idea of all extern- 
al Pleaiure from his Mind : Such an At- 
tempt as this, though well defigned, is 
oftner attended with bad EfFc&s than good: . 
It may poffibly fometimes produce Sincerity 
and Virtue^ but will far more frequently 
produce Hypocrify and Vice. The natu- 
ral Propenlities and Paffions which God 
hath given us, are. not to be extirpated, but 
pruned and cultivated : and the Apoftle 
hath confirmed the Voice of Nature in 

telling 
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tfeliing u$ that every Creature of God iai 
good, provided we ufe it lawfully : pro-* 
, ridedthat, in out Efijoyment of the Things 
of this Worlds we neither violate the Wei* 
fare of cithers, nor injure ourfelves in Body 
or in Mind* Inftead, therefore* of impof* 
ing a rigid and monkifh Abftinence from 
all the natural Pleafures and Amuiementa 
©f Life, regulate your Child's Tafte in the 
Article of Pleafure: Teach him to regard 
all external Enjoyments, as being lawful 
and expedient; yet fo far only* as they 
are kept fubotdiriate to the great Principles 
t>f Benevolence, Temperance, and Juftice. 
Above all, labour to confirm him in this 
great Truth j that the fupreme Happinefs 
of Man can never confift in mere external 
Objedts: that for this he Ihuft depend oil 
the found Condition of his own Mind; on 
the juft Regulation of his Paflions, accord- 
ing to the Impulfe of a well-dirt<3*d Gon* 
fcience, built on the univerfal Reafon bf 
."tilings, the Peace and Happinefs of Man* 
kind* This Reftri&ion will be fo far from 
* E leffening 
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leflening the defireable Effe&s of external 
Enjoyments, that it will tend to re&ify 
and increafe them : For as he will not value 
them beyond their real and intrinfic Worth, 
fo neither will he be difappoirtted in hie 
Hopes i but will reap from them all thdt 
fecondary zxi&fubordinatc SatisfafifionjVrhich 
they can, or were defigned, to give him. 

Having thus laid a Foundation in vir- 
tuous Habits, and confirmed it by infufing 
£ juft Opinion and Idea of outward thing* 
relative to the Happinefs of the prefent 
Life; it is now Time to lead our Pupil on 
to the laft important Circumftahce in Edu- 
cation, I mean, that of religious Principle 
or Belief • . . Now, this Article of Reli- 
gion is not here left the /aft, as being of 
the leafi Importance in Education; but 
becaufe it comes the laft in Order of Time, 
when the rational Faculties ftill farther 
open, and prepare the Mind for wider 
Scenes and higher Acquirements in Virtue, 
Then it is, that the Importance of religi- 
on* 
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ous Principle takes Place, as it becomes 
the gfeat connecting Power, that fixes the 
floating and difcordant Paffions of the Soul, 
and elevates the Heart to an unfhaken 
Conftancy in every Duty. 

And here it muft be obferved, that all 
thofe virtuous Habits and Principles already 
recommended, are a natural Foundation on 
which to build true Religion and Chrifti- 
anityi as the contrary Habits and Princi- 
ples tend to prevent their Entrance into the 
Heart. For the moral Principles of Chris- 
tianity, as they fhine in the Gofpel, are all 
of the felf- fame Nature with thofe already 
prefcribed : There, Benevolence or Charity 
is ehjoyned, as the Foundation of every 
Virtue, as the Sum and Subftance of the 
Xaw, as the very End of the Command- 
ment, without which whofoever livcth is 
counted dead before God: there, the Power 
of fubduing our Pajffioju is taught as a Duty 
indifpenfable ; there, Humility and Meek- 
fiefs, Integrity and Truth, are declared to 
be the efferitial Qualities of a Chriftian : 
* E z There 
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There we are taught, that all true Happl* 
pefs is feated in the Minds that Wealth ov 
Pleafure, if once they engrofs (he Heart, 
?u?e alike fatal to pur Peace and Duty, 
1*herefore ? if thefe Habits and Principle* 
pf Condudt are early and carefully inftilled, 
your Child is already a Chriftian in his 
Heart; His Mind is like Ground prepared 
%o receive the good Seed of Religion, 
which will fpring up, fifty or a hundred 
Fold. On the ofher Hand, if no fuch 
Habits and Opinions have been implanted, 
but contrary ones hav? taken Place ; hi§ 
Heart is already choaked with W ee ck> 
Among which trije Religion and Chrifti* 
gnity can never fpring, Theft may indeed 
be reemingly adopted j but c$n never take 
Poflefllon of the Soul, immerfed in every 
Habit and Principle that is at Enmity with 
them : fo that a Minc| thus formed, till it 
(hakes off Chriftianity, fpqft for ever be 
£t Variance with itfelf. 

In a Mind formed on Virtuous Habits 
|ip(J Opinions, then, true Religion and 

Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity will naturally arife. And th« 
powerful Principles of Belief, which arife 
from thefe, will call forth every generous 
Habit into full and fteady Adfcion: Even 
the beft Habit, and moft virtuous Princi-* 
pie, if left to it's own Energy, will fome*» 
times be in Danger of giving Way to un- 
forefeen or violent Temptation: But the 
religious Principle, if ftrongly inculcated* 
will fecure the welkformed Heart from 
every fudden Inroad of Pafiiori : This will 
infpire the growing Mind with that un^ 
fliaken, confiftent, and univerfal Virtue, 
which naturally refults from a juft and ex- 
tended View of God's moral Qovernment : 
from this exalting Reflection, that we are 
placed here by our Creator, to aft an allot- 
ted Parti and that if in our Sphere we pro-? 
mote the End of his Creation, the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind, we {hall afluredly 
obtain ftill higher Degrees pf Virtue a&4 
fPerfe&ion. 

This ought, therefore, to be the con- 
fWU?4 £»re of the Parent ♦ He ought tq 
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watch the firft Openings of the Mind, the 
firft Dawnings of rational Curiofity, the 
firft Symptoms of a riling Third of Know* 
ledge, and then adminifter the ialutary 
Draughts of religious Principle, drawn 
from the Works and the Word of Godj 
from the* Wifdom and Order of the VifiWc 
Creation, fo foon as the Child can compre-> 
hend it's ftupendous Frame; but firft and 
chiefly from the pure Fountains of the 
Gofpelj becaufe the Principles of This lie 
more level to the Qomprehenfion pf his 
infant Thought, 

And here it may be proper to remark, 
that as religious Principles are ftrong when 
once imbibed ; fo, there ought to be great 
Caution ufed in making the firft Impreffions 
on the youthful Mind . . . Avoid, there-* 
fore, every thing thatmay tend to.give your 
Child a narrow and uncharitable Turn of 
Thought; Deliver to him the general, the 
eflential, and important Principles of 
Chriftianity : That Chrift, in the Fulnefs 
of Tune, was bora, and lived, and taught* 

and 
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and died, to redeem us from the Ef&ds of 
Ignorance, and the Curfe of Sin : and that if 
we would partake of the Merits of his Life 
and Death, wemuft adom our Hearts with 
every Chriftian Virtue; muft with him 
die unto Sin, and rife again unto Righte- 
oufnefs. But as to thofe fecondary and 
inferior Points of Belief or Practice, which 
have divided Chriftians into various Sc&s* 
and imbittered them againft each other, 
—teach him from the Gofpel, that true 
Chriftianity, in it's native Simplicity, was 
unacquainted with thefe Things : that the 
uncorrupted Followers of Chrift were all 
united in Soul and Heart; and that the 
Diftindtions which have fince divided 
Chriftians, into Se&s, have feldom been im~ 
port ant, often trivial, fometimes contemp- 
tible. 

Thus diredled and retrained by the genu- 
ine Precepts of the Gofpel, the Principles of 
true Religion and Chriftianity cannot fail of 
confirming and fecuring 6very good Habit 
jand Opinion of the youthful Mind. Nor 

is 
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is it of any Weight, what hath been petti* 
lantly fuggefted by fome late Writers,- that* 
by thus iriftillirig the Principles of Religi-f 
6n, you&acklfr the infant Mind with early 
Prejudice} f. F&r it rhay be obferved^ 
firft, that z Prejudice dotktiot imply, as is 
generally foppofed, the Falfebood of the 
Opinion inftilled; but only that it is taken 
tip and held without it's proper Evidence; 
. Thus! a Child may be prejudiced in Favou* 
Of Truth, as Well & Falfehood * and in 
Him; neither the bhk n6r the other caft 
properly be called more tfrari an Opinioti. 
i . . But farther ;-*-As we havefeen abov^, 
that the Mind cannot remain in -a State of 
IfldifFereiice with R^gafd to Habits df 
A&ion ot Cdfldiia, fo neither cah it re- 
main in a State of Indifferetice, wife Re- : 
(ptGt to Principles or Opinions. Imjpref- 
fioris, Opinions, Prejudices, of one kind or 
other, a Child will inevitably contract* 

t Among others, by Roitfian. 

. ffofh 
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trdm the Things and Perfons that fur- 
round him: and if ratidnal Opinions be 
not infufed, in order to anticipate Abfur- 
dities ; Abfurdities will get the Start, and 
anticipate all rational Opinions. His Rfea-* 
foil (like his Paflions) will put itfelf in 
A<ftion> however Wretched and inconfift-* 
ent; in the fame Manner> as his Limbs 
will makean Effort towards waliingy how- 
ever awkward and abfurd. The fame Ob* 
je&ion, therefore, that lies againft inftill-* 
ing a Salutary Opinion* Will arife againft 
teaching him to walk ereft; this being 
indeed a Violation of the natural Freedom 
©f the Body, as the other is of the natural 
Liberty of the Mind. The Confequences 
too are of the fame Nature : For, fure, a 
Child left t6 the Difcretion of his own 
^thoughts, would ftahd the fame Chance 
to grovel in Abfurdities, as to crawl upon 
all Four, and waliow in the Mire. 

*Tis no difficult Point therefore to de- 
termine, whether a Child fhall be left to 
the Follies of his own weak Underftapcf- 
' * F • ing 
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ing andoafcent Paffions* be left toin^bibe 
the Maxims of corrupt Times aqd Map* 
jiers; Maxims which, fettfpg afkleall Rer 
gaird to their; fpeculative Truth or Falfe T 
hood, do lead to the Diffolfttioji of allgop4 
Habits; or, on the othpr.Hand, fliall be 
happily condu<fted to eipbrace thofe relii 
gious Principles, which have been confer 
crated by the Approbation of tffe beft and 
wifeft Men, in every Age and Nation | 
Principles, which are known and allowecL 
to be the only Security of Virtue and truer 
Happinefs to Individuals, Families, and 
Empires. 

This, then, ought to be the constant* 

% and perfevering Care of thofe who have the 

. Tuition of Youth: They will foon find 

. the happy Effe&s of their Inftru&ion : 

. For, as . the Child's Underftanding fhall 

* improve, what was at firft only inftilled as 

an Opinion, will by Degrees be embraced 

; as Truth. Reafon wilt then aflume her 

juft Eii*pirej and the great and powerful* 

religious 
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religious Principle, a rational Obedience 
Jo the Will of God, will extend and govern 
pve*y virtuous Habit of his Mind $ will 
faife him fp his utmoft Capacity of mofaj 
Perfe&ion. 

Thus ! have endeavoured to delineate 
the maift Outlines and give the firft Ptirh- J 
ciples of a virtuous Education, ra that 
Order which feems to arife from the natu- 
ral Fr?me and Conftitution of the hit- 
man Mind. To this End, I have laid 
feiefore you the great and unconquerable 
Power of early Habits : I have offered a 
ffew capital Rules, which may feem to in- 
clude the eflential Parts of a virtuous Edu- 
cation $ among which, Benevolence or 
Qbarity feems to be the great leading Qua- 
lity, to be firft inftilled into the tender 
Mind, as the Foundation of all other Vir- 
tues : Then follow the fubordinate ones, 
of Self-Command, Humility, Jujlice, and 
Truth. Thefe Habits of A&iOn being 
fon»ed in early Infancy, the next Objedt 
pf parental Care hath been fhewn to con- 
* F 2 lift 
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fifl: in a proper Regulation of a Child's. 
Opinions, as the Underftanding begins tor. 
open:. And on this Head, I have endea- 
voured to convince you* that the two great 
leading Points to be attended to, ate the 
proper Dire&ion of his Opinions relative? 
to what conftitutes his true Interefls in, 
this L(fe 9 and in that which is to come. 

Thefe Habits of moral Coridudt^ aided 
by fuch falutary Opinions or Principles of 
Belief, working together on the Powers of 
the human Frame, will be a wide and firm 
Foundation, on which the whole Fabric 
of moral Virtue will rife in its juft Pro- 
portions: Will ftrengthen every good Qga* 
lity of his Heart, if they be weak ; if 
Ifcrong, will confirm and improve them; 
In a Word, will dired all his Paffions to 
their proper Objects and Degrees* and, as 
the great Mafter-Spring of A&ion, at once 
promote and regulate every Movement of 
his Heart* 

fh/ 



■ Tie Mutual Connexion between Religious 
TrutA and Civil Freedom j 

Between Superjlition, Tyranny, Irreligion* 
and LicentioufneJ} : 

CONSIDERED IN. 

Two.S E R M O N S, 

Preached at the 

Cathedral Church of C a r l i s l e, 

During the Assizes held there for the 
Trial of the R E B E L S. 



THE 

Mutual Connexion between Religious 
TrutJb gn4 Cavil Freedom ; 

CONSIDERED Itf 

A S E R M Q N, ftfa 



John, Chap. vjii. Ver. 32. 

Te Jhqll know the truth* and the Truth 
Jhall make you free. 

TO thofe who conlider this divine 
PafTage of our Saviour, it mult needs 
appear flrange, that his heavenly Doctrines 
(hould ever be perverted into a &ta£tuary 
for Ignorance and Oppreffion. Were not 
this known to be faft, we might with 
Reafon believe it impoflible. That Super- 
F 2 Jlition 
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Jiltim ihould claim Prote&ion from that 
Gofpel which aflures lis we /hall know the 
Truth — That Tyranny ihould pretepd a 
Commiflion from the fame Gofpel, which 
aflures ys, fhat tj?e Truth jhall make \ls 

free I 

This Obcrvatton, however, fuggefts to 
us a plain Account pf the Motives of that 
Church which deprives it's Members of 
th<? Ufe pf holy Scripture ; and proves, 
that altho' its Leaders are not Mailers of 
true Wifdom, they are at leaft great Profi T 
cipnts in falfe. Tfhey are confeious there 
i§ fuch a natural Connexion between Truth 

* 2nd Freedom, that the one cannot fuhfift, but 
the other will arife ; they know that Igno- 
rance and Slavery are fo powerfully united* 
tljaf.the moft effectual Way to.fupppjt tfye 
one, is to eftablifti the other. 

But as they are not very forward to ex- 
plain themfelves on this Subject, it may 
not be improper upon this occafion, to re- 
prefent it in its true Light. I fhall there- 
fore-in my following Difcourfq confider, 
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ij} 9 The strong and rieceffery Connexion 

, between Superfiition and Tyranny. 
_jzdly, The no lefs Mutual Connexion be- 
. : . tween Religious Truth and Civil Free* 

\ dam : and 

%dly 9 I fhall make fome ObfefvatiOAs in 
Confequence of tfrcic Principles* 

Let tis then. flrit confider the Connexion 
between Superjlition and Tyranny. 

If we regard the gr offer Kinds and more 
a&tive Pinciples of Superftition, as they 
affedt the Rtilers'of Mankind, we (hall 
plainly perceive their Tendency towards 
every kind of Tyranny and Oppreflion. 
Our Ideas of Perfe&ion are drawn from 
what .we believe of the Supreme Being: 
and as Vice, evil Paffions, and Cruelty, 
are the vile Materials of which the fuper- 
ftitious Man compounds his God, fo his 
Opinions and his Actions which regard 
either himfelf or Mankind, muft be fuit- 
able to this abfurd Syftem of Beliefs Hence 
then we may difcover the fatal EfFe&s 

F 3 of 



6f SupetSiffbn frfth refpeft to Oovtern- 
ment. Thcl^frflcc bir^ragi^Ate, Asun- 
der Hie Dbtftihidh of Errbr, mifiJafces De- 
formity fdr Divike PdrfeiQioin &nd Copies 
it : As he is generally comjflimented with 
the high Title df thfe Almighty's Vicege- 
rent, he transfers ail the ftwflftrotis Vlfions 
of his Brain into real Pradtke, and ads the 
moft palpable Ahfurdities wider the InAu- . 
ence of a mifguiddd limitation • h the GoA 
he hath figtrfed to himfelf, of a fi^icibus 
or implacable Natute ? frhat cab J flSote 
dFe&u&ly kad h&h tfr every Grat&catiott 
bf jfealbitfy and Revenge ?— I>6es he form 
to hirfifeff a Deity jiartial to few, a Re- 
Jpe&e* of Peftbhs, drfpeirfrng in& Rew&rcls 
and l^riifbments without Regard to lihfc 
Merits or Demerits 6f MankincH what 
can more violently tend to form and Ax 1ft 
his fireaft an iniquitous and blood-thi^fty 
Temper; to deftroy all' the Impreffidna of 
Equity which he may have had from God 
and Nature ?— £)oes he cloath his Deity in 
Vanity and Caprice ? does he paint him in 

his 
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his Imagination asfond of an iU-g*Wwk4 
Pxaife, ts fcmldwg his.GJoiy en the De- 
AiwStion of Bis Cceatett«s^ wb*t onjnor* 
certainly *Gk€t th* utter Extiqtttita of 
*vcry ibcial Virtue ?tviiat can »pre cwv 
-taisiy blow up Jiis J^ide into JMadflefs^crr 
*ingui& Pjty, light up a ftHe aad^dttadfiil 
Ambition, and lead ;him to jhe Purfiut of 
an imaginary Glory, on the JUxins of all 
that is prajfe^wortfey and. good ? 

Thus we&e in whaLmanncr Superifition 
itaikfe conneded with die Exercife of Ty- 
-ranny ; but its Operations would Jjy .no 
nieafts be oompka*, did it not qualify ihe 
-Minds of Men to receive the Yoke which 
it had thus prepared for them* 

That Mankind in their natural State are 
fond 6f Liberty, fcarce needs a particular 
Proof, That wholefome Food and warm 
Clothing are preferable to Rags and Hun- 
ger, is evident to any one in Poffcffion of 
his Senfes. Qn this account Tyranny and 
Ufurpation can never thoroughly extin- 
tinguifh thefe Dictates of common Appre- 
F 4 ^hfenfion v 
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x ?hcrifion y .til;l they have called in Super* 
ilfitioh to'their Aid. This powerful En± 
charitrefs can indeed in one Senfe work 
Miracles and tying Wonders*— -can drefs up 
jhfdid* Fear and Slavery in the Garb, of 
rightful Obedience >— -can : exhibit the mbft 
. diabolical tyranny under the Appearance of 
divine i^i/,-^can . transform Cowardice 
.into -Virtue,— thr Love of Freedom; into 
Treafon,-— can lock up the Senfes, and 
annihilate the Underftanding,— can reduce 
her Votaries to the abjedt Condition of the 
Idol they adore, which bath Ears but can- 
not hear, and Eyes but cannot fie **— can 
impofe the Dreams of Bigots "for the Il- 
luminations; of Truth, and the Forgeries 
of Knaves for the Commands of Heaven. 
Thus dreadfully does Superftition 'work 
when admitted into the Heart of Man *. 

* PfaL cxv. This is fairly enough imply'd in what 
the Pfalmift fays in a fubfequent Verfe - y where, having 
before infifted on the Infenfibility of Idols, he adds, 
" They that make them are like unto them,, and fi are 
« all they, that put their Trujl in them " 

and 
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and hence becomes the moft effe&ual 
Engine in the Hands of Tyranny. The 
A&ivity of the Human Mind does natu- 
rally repel the Impofitions of outward 
Force 1 But when Thought itfelf is fub- 
dued, and Shackles kid upon the Under- 
{landing,, then it is that all Poffibility of 
Refiftance vaniiheth; then it is that Ty- 
ranny reigns without Controul, and perpe- 
trates the moft horrid Abfurdities, not only 
with impunity but Applaufe. 

And as Superjlition is thus favourable to 
Tyranny, fo if we invert the Propofition, 
we fhall find that Tyranny when eftablifli- 
ed is no lefs favourable to Superjlition. 

It is the Intereft of a vicious and cruel 
Tyrant,, to be perfuaded, if poffible, that 
his God is like himfelf ; And whatever we 
ardently .defire to believe, that too eafily 
wins its way to the Heart. The felfifh 
Paffions of Men, whatever clear convi&ioa 
they may require in order to their Re- 
ilraint, need none, fuch in order to their 
Encouragement ; They are ingenious in 

finding 
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finding Out Reafons in their own Favour | 
and the lighteft pfetence, when feconded 
by Inclination, is often too fctohg for the 
ftrongeft Proofs, when oppofed by the iia- 
ttiral Eloquence of the Paffions. Hence, 
whatever Notions of a God can make a 
Tyrant eaiy tinder his confirmed Crimes* 
will be greedily fought after and embraced: 
He will induftfiouily view his Creator's 
Image in the deformed Mirrour tff Super* 
flition, becaufe he dares not behold it in 
that of Truth, 

Thus Tyranny gives a Byafs towards Su-» 
perftition on the Part of a Prince j and, on 
the flighteft Examination it will appear* 
that Slavery has the fame Tendency on the 
Pirt of the People. Where arbitrary Will 
takes Place,. Ignorance is its beft Security % 
All Knowledge is dangerous, is fatal, as it 
opens the eyes of the deluded Multitude, 
fhews them their own Wretchednefs, and 
points out the eaiy Methods of Redrefs, 
Hence in the Dominions of Tyranny, 
Ignorance is kept up and fenced as a main 

Pillar 
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hllaroF State* Nctyr, it is clear beyond 
U t)bdbt, 'that Ighofcttrtre is the great Pi- 
fcait toff CreASity and StiperlfiiibA : Wonder, 
though it be really the &eed of Kbow- 
Ieidge, yet derives its Original from the 
Want ofr it : Where this natural Principle 
of Wonder is cherifhed by Freedom, it 
(hoots up and opens into Knowledge i btft 
Vrhere checked by the ill Influence of Ty- 
ranny, it degenerates kito Ignorance con* 
firmed. The Soul thus forbid to take its 
full Harige, is fubdued into Fear and Cow- 
ardice ; every 'jtbmg unaccountable is re- 
garded as JupernaturaJ and divine : Strange 
and groundlefs Apprehcnfions of Things 
urikhdwn, idepfefs ?H the noble Faculties 
of the Mind, and prepare it to receive 

with the in6ft abjeft Submiflion the Tricks 
and Legends of Impofture* 

Thus we have a full View t>f the Con- 
nexion between Tyranny and Superftitioh, 
and of the 'firm and mutual Support which 
thdy communicate to each other. Let us 
"now turn to the brighter Side of human 

Nature, 
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Nature, and confider Religious Truth and 
Civil Freeaom* between which we fhalj 
find a like Connexion and Support . np lefs 
reciprocal and Jlrqng. 

It was the Opinion of a celebrated An- 4 
dent, that the Firmament, with* all ite 
Farniture of 8 . Stars revolving in the.meft 
perfedt Order and Magnificence, was pre- 
fented by the fupreme Being to the Eyes 
of Mortals, on purpofe that, by viewing the 
Regularity of this glorious Train, they 
might be moved to tranferibe its Beauty 
into their own Life and Morals <\. And, 
furely we may thus far fubferibe tp his 
Opinion, that the Man who entertains a 
juft Idea of the divine Nature, who reads 
his Perfe&ions in his Words and Works, 
hath the nobleft and moffc engaging Model 

t This is Plato's Doarinc. But Tuttj, in thePer- 
fon of the old Stoic Cenfor, carries the Matter ftill far- 
ther. Credo Deos immortales fparfiffe ammot in corpora 
humanq 9 ut ejjent qui terras tuerentur 9 quique ccelejlium 
orfinem conUmplantes y imitarentur eum vitamio atque 
conjlantia. Catq Major. 

for 
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for his Imitation. More particularly the 
Rulers of Mankind, who are or ought to 
be the Reprefentatives of Heaven, have the 
moll: lively and perfuafive Leflbn in the 
•Works of God : There is not the leaft 
Circumftance in Creation, but what in- 
. ftrudts them to be Juft and merciful : Here 
they behold Power dire&ed to the Ends 
of Wifdom ; and both. Power and Wif- 
dom fubfervient to tAe Ends of Goodnefs : 
They fee the King of Kings fhine forth in 
continued A& s of Beneficence; and may be 
convinced, that he never exercifeth his 
.Might but to diffufe his Bounty. A noble 
Pattern ! which cannot fail to influence 
where Acre is the leaft Degree of Re- 
flexion — which if properly attended to, 
cannot fail to render a Prince juft, and a 
People happy ! 

The EfFetfs of Religious Truth on/the 
Minds arid Paffions of a People are no lefs 
favourable to Liberty* A j&ft Senfe of the 
Condition and Dignity of Man, — of the 
Rank which he bears in Creation, —the 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge of (jkufr Goodnefs and Per- 
fe6tioAS,—^of hi^ Hatred to Injuftice and 
OpprefTion,-^dl thefe elevate the hwmaa 
Saul, and raife it to a Love of Freedom: 
Not of that Lkent;o^fhe£i which js t^c 
Offspring of Vice, bat ftat true Qrc^tr 
neis of Mind which i$ the Parpnt pf every 
Virtue, It is this eottenfaViw of Things 
which drives every partial and ungenerous 
Thought from the Breafts of Mankind * 
and inipirts them with that modsj $ride, 
that mbk. Humility f which experts indeed 
and even demands the Fofleffjon of its own 
Rights, but is equally zealous in fecuring 
the JUghts of <#her$. 

Thus favourable is Religions Truth to 
Civil Liberty, which in its Turn becomes 
no lefs the Support of Religious Truth, 
Indeed not only the Perfection, but the 
very Being of Religious Truth depends on 
the Exerciie of Freedom. Whatever fome 
may fear from an open and unlimited En- % 
quiry, it feems evidently the only Means 
God hath vouchfafed us for the Attain- 
i * ment 
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stent of Truth. The Abufo of it may be 
dangerous, but the Want of it is fatal t 
Without this, Opinion degenerate* into 
Abfurdity, as a Field runs to Weeds with* 
cut a proper Cultivation. Such are the un- 
doubted Principles of the Gofpel, where 
we are commanded to prove all Things and 
bold/aft that which is good * where we arc 
not only allowed, hut required to be able to 
gfae a Reafonfor tie Faith and the Hope that . 
is inns. This Principal is confonant with 
th* ftridteft Reafon. It ic Falfthocd only 
that k>v«8 and retires into Darknefs : Truth 
delights in tht Day, and demands no more 
than a juftand a rtrong Light, to appear in 
£trfe& Beauty. A rigid Examination is its 
only Tell : For we know by Experience, 
that even OWHnacy and Error can endure 
the F*r*y of Perfccuiionj but it i« genuine 
Truth, and that alone* which comes out 
past and unchanged from thefevrrer Tor- 
tures of Debate. : , 

The Connexion between Religious Truth 
and Caool Freedom being thus apparent, let 

me 
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me now in Conclufion add a few Obferva- 
Jions, fuchas may naturally arife from thi*. 
Subjedl, as it regards our prefent Situation. 
i. From thefe^ Principles we. may, in 
many Cafes, gain a clear arid certain Gri* 
terion oJF Religious Truth', and Falfehood. 
Our Saviour hath told us, that the Truth 
Jfcall make us free : Therefore whatever 
Opinions are advanced as Truth, if they 
ten4 to the Eftabjifbmeht of Tyranny^ we 
may be affured they are Falfebood JnJDip* 
guife. Hence we may gain no inconfider- 
able Evidence againfl the effential Tenets 
of the Church of Rome, as they are known 
in Fad, wherever they prevail, to be the 
common Iriftrumehts of ' Oppreffion. To 
enumerate thefe, would at prefent be a 
Tafk too laborious ; a general Idea is given 
of them. under the firft Divifioft of this 
Difcourfe : Let it fuffice therefore to ob- 
ferve here, that as the Head of that Church 
is the great Enemy of Truth and Free- 
dom, the great Patron of Tyranny -arid 
Falfehqod, he may at leaft in a fccohdary 

and 
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and figurative Senfe be juftly accounted 
~Anti-Chrifl« 

2. From the Connexion Which fubfifts 
between Superftition arid T y fanny, toe may 
be Warned againft the fpecious Pretences of 
both. Does the'Papift profefs only to im- 
J>ofe his TeneM, While he pretends to be the 
Advocate fot Freedom? — IF he be fincere/ 
convince him of his Miftake — if artful, re* 
jSft his Sophifiry — for he is at that very In- 
ftant pleading the Caufe, and preparing the 
Cbains of Tyranny. Oil the other Hand, 
does the flavilh Advocate for hereditary 
unalienable Right declare his 2!eal for true 
Religiott ? — he is either blind or faithlefs ; 
—for his fole Inteteft afid Hope ties in the 
Propagation of Ignorance and Falfehood, 

3. From the mutual Connexion between 
Religious Truth and Civil Freedom we 
may obfetve, that the Views Which true 
Chriftianity opfcns to the Mind of Man, are 
a furer and nobler Foundation of Liberty, 
than any the ancient Heathens were eve* 
jpoffeffedof : Even as far as Obligation i$ 

O jfeperio£ 
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fuperior to Impulfe, and Principle to Paf- 
fion : They give Mankind a jufter and 
more enlarged Conception of each other's 
Rights, than what unaflifted Reafon could 
ever produce, even in the moft polite and 
enlightened Ages. For, amidft all the Tri- 
umphs of Liberty in Greece and Rome, we 
know, that altho* many had a ftrong Pajfion' 
for, yet few had confident Notions of, Free- 
dom. The moft unjuft Conquefts oyer 
peaceable Nations, the moft barbarous 
Treatment of ail who oppofed the Progrefc 
of their Arms, were not only allowed as in- 
nocent, but boafted of as glorious. Cities 
were ruined, provinces plundered, and 
whole kingdoms laid in Afhes, thro' an ab- 
furd and impious Love of their Country ; a 
Principle no better in many of its Confe- 
rences, than the moft cruel and accurfed 
Bigotry. Even among themfelves a whole 
Race of unhappy People, and innocent 
Children, were deftined to a fevere and end- 
lefs Slavery, robb'd of all the natural Righto 
of Men, their Life only excepted, and that 

too 
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too at the diipofal of an arbitrary Matter. 
Thus Liberty feemed no more than the 
'cafual Produdl of high Spirit, often of 
Pride and Revenge, feldom or never the 
Refult of Rational Opinion : They were 
fo meanly fond of monopolizing it them* 
felvcs, that they fnatched every Oppor- 
tunity of wrefting it from others : Afpir- 
ing to the Name of Heroes, they fell be- 
low the Character of Men* and while they 
profefled to tread in the Paths of trufc 
Greatnefs, were notorioufly falfe to the 
Rules of common Equity. How different 
are the fentiments which Chriftianity in- 
fpircs t This teacheth us, that the Laws of 
Juftict and Charity ought to extend to all 
Denominations of Men ; that the Rich and 
Poor meet together for each other's Good ; 
that the Lord is the Maker of them all; 
that although our -firft and principal Cares 
ought to be fixed on thofe who are mod 
clofely related to us by the Ties of Blood, 
Friendship, and Society, yet that no exclu- 
jfoe Regards muft prevail, but our Bene- 
Q z yolence 
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volence, and (as far as in us lies) our Be- 
neficence extend to the whole Race of 
Mankind : In a Word, thai we muft be 
burning and Jhining Lig&ts, fhedding our 
kindly Influences on all around us, accord- 
ing to that juft Proportion which their re~ 
JpeBive Dijiances may demand. 

4. Let me reprefent to you fome. of the 
terrible Calamities which the Union of 
Tyranny and Superftition mtift have pro- 
duced, had Providence, for the Punifhment 
of our Sins, permitted their late Attempts 
to prevail • The dreadful Influence of Ty- 
ranny on the higher Ranks of Mankind ; 
the fatal Confequences which muft flow 
from the Deftrudion of publick Juftice, 
to all who are poflefled of Preferments, 
Honours, and Eftates, are fo eafily feen, 
and have been fo often explained, that it 
were needlefs to dwell on this fubjeft. But 
as the EfFeds of Tyranny on thofe who 
earn their Bread by the Labour of their 
Hands, are not quite fo evident 1 and as 
it hath been foractimes insinuated, during 

5 the 
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the late Troubles, that it is a Matter of no' 
Concernment to the lower Ranks of Man- 
kind, what Form of Government prevails, 
it may not be amifs to offer a few Thoughts 
on this Argument. 

To you therefore, my honeft and induf- 
trious Countrymen, I would now more 
particularly addrefs myfelf : And as it is 
certain that nothing but Liberty can make 
Commerce flourifh, fo nothing but the Suc- 
cefs of Commerce can give Life*and Vigour 
to your refpe&ive Crafts. Yqu have lately 
feen, that on the very Approach of Ty- 
ranny, your feveral Occupations began to 
languifh ?tnd decay : But had this mighty 
Evil eftabliftied itfelf among us, it would 
have thin'd the Land like a devouring Pef- 
tilence j £<\ that the greateft Part of you 
muft either have perifhed with Hunger, 
or have fubfifted by Theft and Robbery. 
Confider farther, that you now live under 
the Protection of a King, who hath ever 
held facred the Property of his roeaneft 
Subjeft * who never made you the Inftru T 
Q 3 * meats 
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tnents of private Ambition or Rcvcngci 
nor ever led you to the Field, but for the 
pefence of your Families, your Friends 
and Country : But had you received the 
Yoke of a Tyrant, you ijiuft fooft have felt 
and foon lamented the Change: Rights 
and Privileges you muft have bid farewell 
to, — nay, to the very Name and Condition 
of Men : You muft have been doomed to 
be regarded as fo many Droves of Cattle, 
the Property of a giddy and defpotic 
Mafter> who would only have watched the 
Opportunity of felling your Lives to his 
own Advantage, and then dragg'd you 
forth to the Slaughter. Even thofe few 
among you who had been fuffered to con- 
tinue your Employments, muft have funk 
under the common Calamity, and laid no 
Claim either to your Limbs or Labour : 
Exorbitant Taxes on your honeft Induftry, 
together with other Methods of vile Policy, 
muft have drained you to the laft Farthing : 
That comfortable Food and Raiment which 
you now divide with thofe that are dear to 

% you* 
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you, muft have been exchanged for Want 
and Wretchednefs ; till you had been con- 
vinced of this melancholy Truth, — That 
a Tyrant will make the utmoft Penny of 
every flave in his Dominions, that hath 
either a Head to contrive, or a Hand to 
work with. 

And as to the Confequences of Popery 
and Superftition — it is evident you muft 
have been equally involved in thefe, with 
the greateft of Mankind : Nay, they muft 
have fallen on you in the moft dtftrefsful 
manner, as you muft have been the fartheft 
removed from all the Means of Knowledge 
and Inftrudlion. The Word of God, which 
now adminifters Peace to you in Prolperity, 
and Comfort in Affliction, that blefled 
Word muft have been torn from, you by 
the Hands of Bigots: and though new 
Opinions could not have been forced upon 
you by outward Terror, yet muft yop either 
have lived in a continued and finful State 
of Diflimulation, or have been led with- 
out Mercy ta the Stake. But then your 
G 4 . innocent 
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innocent Pofterity — how deplorable mud 
Jiave been their hot !— deprived of all the 
Means of religious Inftru&ion, — alienated 
from the Knowledge of God,— transformed 
into a Race of Slaves and Bigots ; — fo cruel % 
3s to perfecute even to Death thpfe who 
had never wrong'd them ; — fo mean, as to 
lick the Duft from the Feet of thofe who 
had deprived them of every earthly Blef*- 
£ng ; — funk in a State worfe than that of 
total Ignorance, an abfurd and perverted 
J^aith ;-=— a Faith whiqh renders its Profe-* 
Jytes the Deftroyers of their own Kind — 
which roots out all the natural Impreffion? 
of Humanity, and infufes the Spirit andl 
the Cruelty of Hell ! 

Such piuft I\ave been the Fate of our 
felv^s ahd pur Ppfterityj, had Prpvidence 
fuffered the late Rebellion to fucceed. Yet 
let no one think thefe Reprefentations 
made with a View to exafperate any Per- 
fon againft t}ie unhappy Inftruments of it : 
Heaven (working by the Courage and 
Cpndvi£t of an illuftripus Prince) hgth %% < 

length 
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length put them in our Power : And tho* 
their Guilt be deep, yet were it the 
Height of Meannefs to infult over their 
Misfortunes. The moft becoming Part 
for every private Perfon is, to leave them 
to the Juftice of our excellent Laws, 
tempered by the wife Mercy of a gracious 
King. 

Laftly therefore, and above all, let us 
on this pccafioa turn our Reflections on 
our felves ; and as we are happily poflefled 
of Truth and Freedom, fo let us ufe then* 
as we ought. If they have not their pro- 
per EfFe6t on our Lives and Manners, if 
they do not produce in us a fuitable Ad- 
vancement in Piety and Virtue, it were 
even fcandalous to boaft that we enjoy 
the Benefit of them. Let me add, that 
the proper Ufe and Application of thefe - , 
Benefits, are the only' means by which 
we can hope for their Continuance among 
us. If private Vice ftrikes at the Founda- 
tion, the grand Fabrick of our ConftiftK 
tion muft inevitably fall, and leave us an 

eafy 
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caJfy Prey to the future Attempts of Ty<* 
fanny and Superftition. Let thefe Confix 
derations therefore determine us to be 
fteady in our Obedience to the Dictates of 
Divine tfrutb and temperate in the En* 
joyment of true Liberty: That the Know- 
ledge of pure Religion may render us wife 
and good, and that in the Pofleffion of our 
jtift Rights we may be free* yet not ufing 
ear Liberty for a Cloak of Malicioufnefs * % 
but as the Servants of that God, whofe 
Service is perfeB Freedom. 

* i Pet' it. 1 6. The erigiaal Word ***«*, here 
trenftatpd Malitioufnefs^ is with good Reafon thought 
hy fome Critics to imply Sedition or Rebellion. See 
l&a/i Considerations on the Theory of Religion, 
f. %/fi. Be/tfiu w th* Piac* 
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Mutual Connexion between Religious 
Truth and Civil Freedom j 

CONSIDERED IN 

A S E R M O N, &c. 



John, Chap. viii. Ver. $z. 

Ye jhall know the Truth, and the Truth 
jhall make you free. 

THUS we fee the mutual Connexion 
between Superftition and Tyranny; 
between Religious Truth and Civil Free- 
dom : We have obtained a, Criterion of 
Truth and Falfliood, — a Caution againft 
: the Pretences of Bigotry and Oppreffion j 
Proof of th* fuperior Excellence of 

Chriltianity 
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Chriftianity over ancient Paganifm, con* 
fidered as a Foundation of true Liberty ; 
—a View of the united Confequences of 
Popery and lawlefs Power;— - and laftly, 
we have touched upon a moft cogent Mo- 
tive to a ftrift Obfervance of the Dilates 
of Truth and Freedom* 

It is my Defign, on the prefent Occa- 
£on» to profecute this Argument in a more 
particular Manner $*-to convince you* that 
aitho* the open Attempts of Tyranny and 
Superftition have met with their deferved 
Fate> we are by no means yet fecure in the 
Poffeffion of Truth and Liberty, fo long 
as we abufe and pervert them j— that al- 
though we have destroyed the declared 
Enemy that came to/pread Deflation in 
4ftn Day % we muft guard with renewed 
Diligence againft the fccret Adverfary that 
fometb its Tarei m the Nigbt Seajbn ; — 
that there are other Foes of Truth and 
Freedom, bcfides thofe already imntl&toed* 
4efs apparent indeed* and therefore die 
more dangerous ; in their Natore equally 

connected 



QeSgitot* Truth and Chit Freedom. § 5 

cpnne&ed with, and fupported by each 
other ; and in their Confequences no le& 
deftru&ive of all the Bleffings of Society 
Thefe are Infidelity and Licentioufnefs* In 
my following Difcourfe therefore I tfiafiL 
confider, 

I. The mutual Connexion between ££• 
cenlioufhefs and lrreligion. 

II. The (hong Connexion thefe ht»c 
with Tyranny and Superftition : Aftd 

III. I (hall fubjoin a few Obfervatians- 

Let us then firft confider how power&Hy 
Irreligion and Licentioufnefs produce eadi 
other* 

That Atheifm and Irreligion tend to li- 
centioufnefs and Vice, will appear indiipui- 
able to thofe who confider the Nature df 
Man. The Brute Creation are chained 
down by their feveral Inftin<5ts» guided ty 
the Hand of Providence ; they are effe<5fai- 
ally and uniformly drawn to a particular 
Syftem of A&ion, from which they new 
vary : But Man, who hath not £o ibong 

a Byais 
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a Byafs laid upon his Paffiohs, either as to 
their Gbje&s or Degtees, he, iris evident, 
ftands in need of a higher Principle ill 
order to regulate his Anions. This Regu- 
lation nothing tail totally effed, but a juffc 
and lively Faith in an All-mighty and All^- 
feeing God. It is not to be deny'd, but the 
Fear of human Laws operate powerfully 
with moft Men ; yet many Crimes muft 
needs efcape their Cognizance, and many 1 
elude their Power. It muft be allowed, 
that the Love of Reputation would pre- 
ferve at leaft the Appearance of Virtue m 
the common Occurrences of Life > yet afr 
to this Principle, let but Vice prefeht her 
'more powerful Allurements, and fhe need 
not much doubt of a compleat Conqueft. 
Some, it is granted, would be led to the 
Pra&ice of Virtue by that noble Self-fatif- 
fz&lon which attends it ; yet even this, un- 
lefs to a few Minds of uncommon Strength 
and Greatnefs, could never be fuflicient U 
carry us through all Temptations, and make 
us perfe& in every good Work* But with 

regard 



Rtfigious Truth ana Civ'u freedbm. i)f 
regard to the Generality of Mankind, wher6 
the refined Paflions are .weak, and the felfifh 
Appetites headftrong, there Irreligion mull 
be attended with the moft fatal Confe- 
quences : It muft leave them to the Sug- 
geftions of their own Lufts, thofe blind 
Leaders of the Blind; thofe deceitful Wild* 
iires, whofe irregular Motions may indeed 
poffibly conduit them in the right Way, but 
rtiore probably will miflead them into thdt 
Pathj which goes down to the Chambers 
of Death. 

- To this general Doftrine an Obje&ioh 
hath been urged with much Art and Dili- 
gence, by a great but fceptical Genius *. 
He affirms, that religious Faith is of no 
important Confequence with regard to 
Morals ; becaufe* if we examine the Con- 
duct of Mankind, we fhall fee thofe, who 
pretend the greateft Zeal for Religion, no 
lefs the Slaves of Pafiion and Vice, than 
the declared Advocates of Infidelity ;-±- 

* Bay/e on Comets, pajftrm 

H thai 
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that there have been Men of both Charac- 
ters equally fam'd for Worth and Dif- 
honefty ; and that in general the Adtions 
of Men are determined by their natural 
Temper, and not at all by Principle. Thefe 
Propofitions he endeavours to fupport by a 
great Variety of Examples* 

The Objection carries indeed the Ap- 
pearance of Force ; yet upon a near Exa- 
mination, this entirely vanifhes. 

It muft be owned, That in moll Coun- 
tries a great Part of what is called Re- 
ligion, deferves no other Name than that 
of Abfurdity made Sacred \ That the Com- 
mands of God are fwallowed up and loft 
in the Traditions, of Men : And it were 
ftrange indeed, fhould Bigotry and falfe Re- 
ligion produce that Uprightnefs of Heart, 
that Perfe&ion of Morals, which is the 
genuine Effedt of Truth. 

It muft be owned, that, with regard to 
Religious Principles, every Man has the 
Power of being a Hypocrite : That Knaves* 
in order to be accounted honeft, may ap- 
pear 
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|>ear devout. And we may reafonably fup- 
fyofe, if we confider the innumerable Ar- 
tifices of Villany, that the outward Pro- 
feflion of Religion becomes a frequent Difc 
guife to an atheiftical and corrupted Heart: 

It miift Be owned; that even fahere true 
Religidn is known and profeffed; it is fel- 
dbm properly inculcated : The San&ions 
bf future Rewards and Punifhmehts; from 
Which it derives its Force, inuft be very 
ftrpngly imprefs'd on the human Mind* 
fere they can work their lull EfFedts, becaufe 
they are dijlant and unfeeni The Senfesi 
and their attendant Paflions are Continually 
urging their Demands, fo that nothing but 
a Habit of Reflexion thoroughly fixed, can 
poffibly refift their Solicitations. Thug 
for want of a proper Impreflion, religious! 
Principles are feldom gained, and therefore 
feldorn operate. 

But where zfincere and lively Faith takes 
Place : where the Mind is convinced of the 
Being of a God— that he is, and is a Re- 
warder of them that diligently feek him * 
H 2 —where 
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— where a Habit is gained of conne&ing 
this great Truth with every Thought, 
Word, and Action, — there it may juftly be 
affirmed, that Piety and Virtue cannot but 
prevail. To fay in a Cafe of this Nature, 
that Man will not adt according to his 
Principle, is to contradict the united Evi- 
dence of Reafon and Experience. We. fee 
how true Men commonly are-to their Prin- 
ciple of Pride and miftaken Honour y — 
how true to their Principle of Avarice or 
miftaken Intereft j — how true to their Prin- 
ciple, of a Regard to human Laws : They 
are thus confiftent in their Obedience to 
thefe various Principles, becaufe they have 
ftrongly connected thefe feveral Views of 
Pride, Avarice, and Fear, with their own 
Happinefs : Therefore, when-ever the re- 
ligious Principle takes place at all, when- 
ever it becomes in the fame Manner habi- 
tually connected with the Happinefs of the 
Agent, it muft needs become infinitely more 
powerful than thefe \ becaufe the Good it 
promifeth, and the Evil it threatens, are 

infinitely 
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infinitely greater and more lajiing. Hence 
it appears that the Corruption of Mankind, 
even in thofe Countries where the pureft 
Religion is profefled, does not arife from 
the Weaknefs of religious Principle, but the 
Want of it. 

* As to the Force of natural Temper, it 
is great indeed : But they who think it 
innate or unalterable, feem to have made 
no deep Enquiries into the Heart of Man, 
Habit is allowed to be a fecond Nature ; 
and on Examination it will probably ap- 
pear, that what we call Nature is but the 
firft Habit. Every moral Habit feems to 
arife from a View of Happinefs, and every 
View of Happinefs is a Principle of Action. 
Thus the more we look into the Conftitu- 
tipn of Man, the more we fhall be con- 
vinced, that Principles are not fo much 
formed by natural Temper, as natural 
Temper is formed by firji Principles. 

It may be farther obferved in Favour 

of Religion, that even where it is not Co 

thoroughly inculcated as to become a con- 

H 3 fiftent 
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fiftent Principle of A<ftion, yet it may ftilj 
have a frequent and considerable, though 
a partial and imperfedt Influence. Tho'* 
you ftfppofe all Mankind 9f fuch a capri- 
cious Nature as not tp be fteady to any par- 
ticular Principle, yet ftill the religious one 
will mix with the reft, and naturally pre- 
vail in its Turn. And this is certainly a 
common Cafe among the loofer aixd more, 
inconfiderate Ranks of Men ; who, altho' 
by no means uniformly fwayed by the Pre- 
cepts of Religion, are yet frequently ftruck 
with Horror at the Thought of Actions, 
peculiarly vile, and deterred- by the Ap- 
prehenfion of an All -feeing God from 
the Commiflion of Crimes uncommonly 
atrocious* 

Thus Religion, where-ever^ 'ncerely and 
habitually embraced, is the natural Parent 
pf Integrity and Virtue; Whereas Atheifm, 
at beft, leaves a Man to the Impulfe of 
Appetite and Paflion. The religious Man 
hath gained a full View of his Sovereign 
Good y — the Atheift muft feek it in the. 

Darknefs 
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Darknefs and Irregularities of his Temper. 
The one keeps his Eye fixed on the Pole- 
ftar that leads him affuredly to Happinefs ; 
— the other becomes the Sport of every 
Guft of Paflion, — a Prey to the Tempefts 
of his own Heart. The Chriftian reveres 
his Nature, as he is one of the Sons of 
of God, and Heirs of Immortality ; — the 
Unbeliever defpifeth himfelf as the Work 
of Chance, as being no more than one of 
the Beajls that peri/h. The firft looks up 
to Heaven with Hope and Joy * — the latter 
which way foever he turns his Eyes, meets 
with nothing but Defpondence and De- 
fpair. In a Word, Religion includes and 
infofces all the Obligations to Virtue ; — 
Atheifm, all the Temptations to Vice. And 
though it is admitted that fome noble Cha- * 
radters would, under any Circumftances, 
purfue Virtue for its own Sake -, yet if we 
figure to ourfelves a Man deprived of all 
the Hopes, and let loofe from all the Fears 
of a Futurity, nor yet guarded by an un- 
common Shajre both of Philofophy axxdjine 
H 4 Temper, 
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Temper, we (hall with Reafon conclude, 
that his Sentiments are as juftiy as they 
are elegantly defcribed in the following 

Paflage of the Book of Wifdom : We 

are born at all adventure, and we Jhall be 
hereafter as tho we had never been ; — our 
Body jhall be turned into AJbes, and oar 
Spirit Jhall vanijh as the /oft Air : — Come 
on therefore, and let us enjoy the good Things 
that are prefent ; let us fill our fches with 
cojliy Wine and Ointments, and let no Flower 
of the Spring pafs by us : Let us crown our 
felves with Rofe-buds before they be wither- 
ed ; let none of us go without his Part of 
our Voluptuoufnefs i let us leave tokens of 
Joyfulnefs in every Place ; for this is 'our 
Portion* and our hot is this. Let us op~ 
frefs the Poor that is righteous, let us not 
fpare the Widow, nor reverence the white 
Hairs of the Aged; but let our Strength be 
the Law of Jujlice ~\-. 

Thus Infidelity and Atheifm iland con- 
patted with Licentioufnefs, which on its 

f Wifdcm, Ch. ii. 

fart 
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Part tends no lefs to the Propagation of 
Infidelity. 

It is the natural Effeft of moft Vices to 
cloud thew Underftanding ; to involve it in 
that Darknefs which themfelves delight in. 
When the Heart is immerfqi in Senfuality, 
the . fuperior Faculties lie neglected: Re-< 
flexion is regarded as impertinent and 
troublefbme, becaufe it is an Enemy to 
falfe Pleafure j and is therefore induftrioufly 
banifhed from the Circles of the Licentious. 
Thus the Eye of the Soul is clofed, and all 
farther Improvement in Religious Truth 
becomes utterly impoffible. Even though 
a pious Education hath fixed the Principles 
of Religion, yet a high Degree of Vice 
can eafily deftroy them. The licentious 
Man hates the Light of Confcience and* 
Religion, becaufe it difcoVfers to him his 
own Unworthinefs ; He therefore takes 
Pains to extinguish that Luftre which he 
cannot fupport; and is never at reft till he 
hath formed to himfelf a Syftem of Opi- 
nions as dark as his own Practice, — fuch 

as 
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as may fuit the Irregularity of his Con- 
dud:, and footh him in the Pofleffion of 
his beloved fins. Thus with much Pains 
he labours to be blind, and lines himfelf 
into Infidelity and Error. 

Hence the reciprocal Connexion- between 
Infidelity and Licentioufnefs is evident : Let 
us now fee how both thefe ftand connected 
with Superjiition and Tyranny* 
- It will doubtlefs appear a Paradox to 
many, that any Relation or Affinity fhoulct 
fubfift between Things fo oppofite in their 
Nature : Yet they will be found on Exa^ 
mination to encourage and produce each 
other in a great Variety of Refpeds* 

Superftition, though the avpwed Enemy 
of Irreligion, is yet very frequently the 
Source of it. Where ridiculous Notions 
are advanced as divine Truths, and im- 
pofed as fuch on a deluded People ; there y 
when-ever Thought and Reflexion exert 
their Power in any Degree, they muft at 
once throw off the received Abfurdities, 
as being repugnant to common Senfe. Thus 

the 
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\ he firft Step from Bigotry is to Atheifm : 
For the deluded Perfon having been bred 
in the Belief of Imppflibili^i^s, no fboner 
opens his Eyes, than he throws pfF all 
Religion as abfurd; becaufe, in the Light 
he hath, always viewed it in, it is really fa. 
This Obfervation is abundantly confirmed 
by Fadt : Among the ancient Heathens 
the Popular Belief was iuperftitious, the 
Philofophical Tenets were atheiftical : And 
it is well known that Superftition, in her 
modern Dominions, divides her Empire 
with the groffeft Infidelity. 

Superftition is no lefs conne&ed with 
Licentioufnefs of Manners : Not only as 
it tends to produice Irreligion, but from 
its proper and immediate Operations, It 
generally inverts all the Dilates of Mo- 
rality, as well as common Apprehenfion ; 
and inftructs its Votaries to jlrain indeed 
at a Gnat, but to fwallow a Camel. It em- 
boldens them to hope for Heaven by the 
Pradtice of Ceremony and Grimace, tho* 
they wallow in all manner of Vice and 

Impurity 2 
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Impurity : The lead Deviation either in 
Gefture or Opinion is configned to eternal 
Death, — but to mitigate the Rigours of 
this Sentence, a Tax abfohes the Guilt of 
Adultery and Murder} By its Influence 
blind Faith takes place of rational Aflent, 
outward Pomp of inward Piety; and the 
idle Fopperies of an impious Devotion are 
made facred at the Erpence of true Holi- 
nefs and Virtue. Thus Morals decay, and 
Licentioufnefs takes Root: While the 
grand Promoters of Fahhood make their 
Market of Ignorarice and Vice, well know- 
ing how naturally a blind Underftanding is 
connected with a wicked Heart, 

Tyranny is no lefs the; Parent of Infi- 
delity and Vice: An Oppreflbr defires to 
fee neither Religion, nor Honefty in his 
Train : They are not for his Purpofe ; 
they are tdo fevere and ftubborn, and can- 
not bend to the Dictates of his Will: 
Hence where^-ever Oppreflion reigns, the 
Virtuous and Juft are difcountenanced, 
banifhed, or profcribed ; the Wicked and 

Abandoned 
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Abandoned are careffed, are rewarded. 
Atheifm is encouraged, becaufe it pro- 
motes Corruption ; Corruption is encou- 
raged, becaufe it is the ready Tool of 
Power: Thus Virtue and Religion languifti; 
Infidelity, and Vice triumph : The one be- 
comes the Road to Greatnefs, the other 
to Negledt and Ruin. 

We fee then in what Manner Superjli- 
tion and Tyranny (land related to Irreligion 
and Licentioufnefs : It only remains now to 
be confidered how thefe in their Turn 
promote the Caufe of Tyranny and Super- 
Jlition. 

Could Irreligion and Licentioufnefs fub- 
fift by their own Force, their natural Hatred 
of Bigotry and Oppreflion would effedtu- 
ally prevent the Growth and Power of thefe 
Ufurpers. But fuch is the Conftitution of 
Things, fuch is the eftablifhed Order of 
Caufes and Effe&s, that Atheifm and Vice 
are of a Self- deftroying Kind, and bear 
the Seeds of Ruin in their own Texture. 
No free People were ever long atheiftical 
5 and 
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and corrupt, becaufe no corrupt and athe- 
iftical People could ever Idng continue free. 
Irreligion and bad Morals are a Diftempef 
of fuch Malignity to a State, that unlefg 
they are timely expelled, they at once 
effedl its Ruin and their own. ' They dif- 
folve all thofe natural Principles on which 

Societies are built Sincerity; Tern^ 

}>erance, Juftice; They introduce aban- 
doned Luxury and deadly Corruption— the 
fatal Enemies of Mankind; which work 
darkly indeed but deeply; and are the more 
terrible becaufe unfeen ! Thefe cruel De-^ 
ftroyers level all the Barriers of Freedom^ 
private Benevolence and publick Spirit j 
and deliver up an abandoned devoted 
People an eafy Prey to the Inroads of Am- 
bition and Tyranny; 

Thus we obtain a general and enlarged 
View of thefe feveral Principles* and (if we 
may fo fpeak) of their mutual A&ion and 
Re-adtion on each other. Superftition ren- 
ders a Monarch oppreffive; a People flavifh j 
*— Tyranny leads the Prince to Superfti- 
tion^ 
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tion, the Subje& to Credulity- Religious 
Truth is the Parent of Civil Freedom— 
this in its turn becomes the Support of Re- 
ligious Truth* Infidelity promotes Vice- 
Vice confirms Infidelity. Superftition and 
Tyranny beget Atheifm and Licentiouf- 
nefs— *and thefe (forgetting as it were their 
own Nature) eftabifh Bigotry and lawlefs 
Power. 

If we examine Fad, we fhall find the 
Truth of thefe feveral Connexions confirm- 
ed by the Hiftory and Revolutions of all 
Ages, and all Nations. We there fee Su- 
perftition and Tyranny going hand in hand, 
mutually fupporting and fupported, taking 
their Progrefs and fixing their Dominion 
through all the Kingdoms of the Earth- 
overwhelming it in one general Deluge, as 
the Waters cover the Sea : Here and there 
a happy Nation emerges from their Em- 
pire, breathes for a while in the enlightned 
Regions of Truth and Freedom > till in 
their appointed Time, Licentioufnefs and 
Irreligion appear, fap the Foundations of 

the 



^a/FaVfcck, m& T flflfe^it r iii the *geiu*4 
Abyk oft Ignorance asid v 0f>prcffie*w -" • ^ 
*j> ft ft all now conclude with a few Rfcf 
iiedrioris 'drawa from the Sabjcdt ^ufldbf 

^onfiEerastioBx, r.- *•;::)? 

r.? j • i-feoequwe inay . jtnrite ait Eftimatccof 

ahe ^ompHrativc Evils and final Bflfe&s df 

ittfkl^b^ifm^jaadf SjtpttsOtiticm^ aa they- regard 

Sadety* ;. Pfajj^ible Apologies . :have beet 

^a$eS;;^Bu^^ftei5-aJl,cas to tfyeir inq^ed&jfce 
; Op^ipo§,,4$4s i jfoiree t pqffbj^ totter*- 
*^infe wdttbP?qpri&tyi 3yhichAa^ #fe«fi#- 

widely . diff^e^jv ^^t^Pg:ft>it^, ^4^^- 
tion, Rank, and Conftitution q£ $io{^p|i 
whom. they fall. Bigot^,i& : pe^l^sJefe . 
to be dreaded amqngft a Peopkj anil mpjv 
among the higher Ranks of M*^ ffyn 
Irreligiop : This is moil tprfi^le. wh^re^e 
fenfual Paflions are ftrpag.^ %hat, wh^rp 
the Imagination is more a<fti}re« But, tjjen 
as to their final Cohfe^^ncea-^hppgji 
it may indeed be faid in Mitigatip^^ 

Atheifm* 



Religious Truth and ChilFretdtm. 1 1 3 

Athciim, that ft cannot long fubfift by its 
own Force— though it be urged, that $u~ 
partition knows how to eftahlifh her 
Fower, and rivet the Chains which fhe 
impofes— yet Irreligion is no left to be ab- 
horred, as it is the Jure Means to a ruinous 
End: It deftroys its own Evils indeed, but 
only to bring on greater, becauie mote 
jhfttng. It is therefore equally terrible to 
Society with that Tyranny and Superftitipn 
which it produces ; and may be compared 
to a furious Torrent that fweeps away the 
Works of Art and Virtue, and rolls down 
with continued Rapidity, till itfelf and the 
Wrecks it hath made are devoured by the 
great Deep. 

2. We may here take Occafion to ob- 
ferve the Weaknefs and Folly of an Ob- 
jection often urged by the Advocates for 
Atheifm and Licentioufiiefs, againft fome 
of the Principles laid down above. They 
tell you, that Irreligion and Vice art not 
of that deft rudive Nature to Society, which 
Priefts and their Followers pretend; be- 
X caufe 
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tsidk we fee many powerful Kingdoms, and 
particularly a neighbouring one, which hath 
flourished for many Ages, white LidenM 
tioufneft in Manners aiid'Opinion halfc hektt 
in its Afcendattt. -*-The FaS obj*afed*fe 
true; and tfie Anfwer is eafy k -~The 'de- 
ffru&iVe Natu*e *>f Infidelity and Vice i* 
only alferted witHrafpedfc to free Govern^, 
ments. But that neighbouring Kingdom, 
fo often the unworthy Objeft of our Envy 
and Imitation, is in 4 ftate of deep and con- 
firmed Slavery. The lhadowy Appearances 
'of Freedom and Happiaefs which ftill fub- 
fift there, are confined to a fmafl Number 
' of Men, and ate the Effedts of an acA- 
dental Tafte, often of % falfe Politenefs: 
But &s to the Matty ± it is certain they are 
buried in the very Depth of Servitude, Bi- 
gotry, and Wretchednefs. Such a Govern- 
ment therefore (if a Government it may be 
called, which hath many Evils beyond a 
State of Nature) fuch a Government, I fay, 
hath little to fear from the Enemies of 
Liberty. When Infidelity and Vice have 

nothing 
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berthing to *fttfe % they hnv* nothing to 
conquer i and where no Freedom is, tker* 
bu>. Freedom can be deftroyed. The Efta- 
VVfrment of Oppreflion i* the very Evil 
, wq dread from Atheifm and Immorality x 
So that in that and fuch like Kingdoms 
their Work is already done : They have 
finiihed their Courfe, aijd founded the Em- 
pire of Tyranny and Superstition*; with 
whom however they areiuffered to live in 
a kind of amicable Alliance (fuch as hath 
been already explained) not indeed as E* 
tjqals, but Inferiors j and are allowed to ' 
carry on their own Deiigns in a dependant 
Maniusr, fo far as they are fubordinate to 
the g*and Schemes of fpiritual and tem- 
ppral Oppreflion.-*~Thu$ the Malignity of 
jVtheifm and Licentioufnefs is feen alike in 
eyery Light, .whether we view them as 
they deftroy Freedom, or eftablifh Ty- 
ranny. 

3,. It ought not therefore to be regarded 
as a Chimsera, as a Conjecture only to be 
laughed at, that the Emiflaries of France 

I 2 and 
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and jRi/Ki? fhould be Tent among us oh theff 
fatal Errands, under the Appearance ' of 
Infidels and ' Aihelfis. they are deeply 
pradiied in all the Arts of Treachery, ah& 
know that to undermine privately is to un- 
dermine ffiftudlfy.' They know how ha- 
tiiral the Triiifitibh is frorii Licentibufnefs 
to Slavery; they know that the outward 
Fbfrh t>f "d Gohftitution cannot long fab-' 
lift, wken its Vitafe are corrupted ; and they 
Icnow lihat the Vitkls of every State' ire Hie 
Principles 'and Morals of VPeople. Mote 
fef|>ccially atprefent, as theft Attethpts of 
fl&ctaretl Violence h&Ve' Jtiifcarriedl, We may 
;he aflurecl they wilf be lndefatigdbld 1ft ffic, 
mote hidden Methods* df Deceit. • .Wefe 
are now become their only kefoiirce; buU 
ward Force hath proved ineffectual; Argu- 
ment and Reafcning they are too wife to 
attempt: But as their Spirit Is of that adive 
and implacable Nature, as to leave no pof- 
fible Means untried, f6 it is reafonable to 
Relieve their prcfenl Came will be, to ren- 

'' der 
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d©f jis the Inftruments of our. ow& De-> 

^Irudtion. . , t 
» 4. Finally therefore and above all, let us 

£uard againft their Attempts by a ftritt Ad- 
herence to the Di<9ates of Truth and Free T 
dom : Thefe are of a permanent and felf- 
fupporting Nature; and, while fincerely 
obeyed, do effectually fecure all the Blef- 
fings they produce. So long as we are thus 
true to ourfdves* to the Laws of Liberty 
e&abliflicd in thefe Kingdoms, and to the 
Laws of that Gofpel from which they are 

. copied, we need not be alarmed at th$ Ap- 
proaches of Superftifion and Tyranny. 

k Truth and Freedon* have that native 

^Enwgy which baffles all the Attempts of 
Faibfehood j and Britain, like the Hill of 
Sion, (hall be a fair Place, and the Joy of 
the whole Earth, which may mt be removed, 
but Jlandetb faft for ever, if on the con- 
trary, Irreligion and Licentioufnefs gain 
Ground among us, our Ruin is determined, 
is inevitable. The Hiftory of eveiy Age and 
jevery People— the Rife ani Fall of mighty 
I 3 Kingdoms—. 
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Kingdoms — the Examples of upright and 
flourifliing, of corrupt and expiring States 
—all thefe unite with one Voice to tell us, 
that Piety and Virtue only can make xi&free 
— -that Infidelity and Licentioufnefs will 
certainly enjlave us: That the Admiffioji 
of Profanenefs, Debauchery, and Corrup- 
tion, will inevitably Jink us in that general 
Deluge of Slavery and Ignorance, in which 
the Nations around us lie involved : But 
that if ,we prafljfe thofe Truths we know, 
and rightly ufe that Freejjom we enjoy, 
we (hall be ejtablijhed as on a Rock 5 we 
ihall rife above the Waves that threaten us; 
tboMgh (key fofs thfmfelv*s % yet Jhall the} 
not prevail-, though they roar •, yet Jhall they 
not pajs over us : We {hall be preferved by 
that Almighty God who rules the raging of 
the Sea % and the Madnefs 0/* Mankind; who 
can fay alike tb the furious Ocean, and the 
cruel Invader — Hitherto Jhalt thou come % 
and no farther — here Jhall thy proud Waves 
fojlayed. 

ON 
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Onth*5 DUTY of 

Charitable Distribution. 
A SERM ON, Gfc 



I St. John, Chap. iii. Ver. 17. 

Whofo bath this Worlds Good, and feet b bis 
Brother have Need, and Jbuttetb up bis 
Companion from him 1 bow dwelletb the 
Love of God in Him ? 

ALTHOUGH the Aft of relieving 
tiie Neceffitous be generally acknow- 
ledged as an amiable Virtue, yet itfeems 
not commonly regarded as an indifpenfable 
Duty without which we cannot hope for 
Acceptance with God. The Generality of 
Thofe who are beft able to relieve the 
1 Wanti 
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Wants of the Indigent, feem to regard the 
Pra&ice of this Virtue, as a Matter chiefly " 
within the voluntary Decifion of their own 
Breafts, as if it had never teen Command- 
ed as<, a Christian Duty: they are ready 
gednggs* tq commend the Aft of Benefit ; 
cence; and fometimes, perhaps, to deride 
it : JJut to tdopt this Virtue, — this they 
too fre^wehtly regard Is a Thing which 
they are at Liberty to do, or to omit, at 
Plea&re.^ . . 

Th»t we ijiay take away cvflry fl ftufible 
Pretence therefore, from^a Principle fo full 
of Pa&ger to themfelyes, and -of Iniquity 
toothers, I ihali endeavour to trace this 
Duty to its foundation. In this DiicouiSfe, 
their,- Khali, 

^ ficft,.iayi)d£brerygrudwPi^itipl©^upOn 
which tlm Duty rcrf-affifting «nd4«ti«*ing 
the Poor *nd N«c«ffitoo«> is unaitenifly 
feMH<kd, J » ftv.'j .v. is , .» .- ■ • -.- 

' Secondly* J fliall <Idnfider the varbife 
Motives vrhfch yfliay urge, vte te tfee <cqa4 
fiftent and contiflstd. Pra&jec of it. , * 

Thirdly, 
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* Thirdly, I Khali point out the proper 
Methods and Objects of oar charitable 
Affiftance and Relief. 

And firft, the Principle on whkh thil 
grtat and effential Duty lis unakcrtbly 
founded, will appear from the following 
Considerations. — All the Goods of Nature; 
the Fruits of the Earth, the Beafts of thfe 
Field, the Fowls of the Air, and the Fi&et 
of the Sea, were given to Mali for his Sufc 
tenance and Ufe. The very Voice of un- 
afiifted Nature proclaims this Truth ; and 
the revealed Word of God hath confirmed 
what Nature teaches, that " All was made 
" for All." This great Principle ftill re- 
mains in its natural State, unimproved and 
uncorrupted, among the brute Creation. 

. But as the Neceflities of Man impel! 
him, no-lefs than his Paflions lead Kim, to 
a State of Civilization and Society,. ib the 
neceflary Effect hath been a Limitation of 
this common Right of the Enjoyment of 
the Goods of Nature, by the Diftin&ion 
and EfUbliflimcnt of particular Properties. 

Oh 
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- On thtte&I^tvA Jfcm\<kH4Q of Pw 
petty, ratnf refine! -rod metaphyseal Qi T 
ftiti6tion$ Jiive taken Biaoe. Ithathbcej^ 
feyivbriom Authors, fefolvcd intq.tbe rA# 
oPrJbabour, the? A& <of Fofifffipnv the.A^jt 
trfVCcmqueft; 4|id ifte> Idea of tfiwe and 
\Mhrr> hath ■ h-soit - Aid to ';fe6 conflate- with* 
and -nateraHoy -eheMind of Man* But if 
woiinOre aWentiyety inveftigate human 
•Nature. in all it&jrariaug ^Conditions and 
SUpe&s, we (hall ^od this vague Idca^af 
iPrdperty hatfepajfcmed fomany various and 
even donttadi<ftory- Shapes, that although 
the- Artof Lb^fcrnfay wraiiglej yet (bund 
fUljfcffafidl goodSenfi will tell u$„ that 
property bah have no other Bans in Haw 
tune,* ihzti mutual Confinf confirmed by 

cufim;-^- .•'•.-.'••.-.. .-. .-•.: 

. This fmrtual and 'general CanfBnt will 
appear to be rnanirellly founded inhNo- 
eeffky : ^caufe k is the only apparent 
•Means df preveh^frig <hat univerfaT^Coii- 
tention/Btoodlhed, antf Kuin*^ 
ihevikbly'^Bfue, were" r Mankind allotted at 
-'• " large 
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&fge *o *klfl* and feiz* tKd ©afodriof'Na* 
tdrfe. Whether £ State of Nature. joc,* 
State df Peace or War* k a Qdeftion *bal 
hath betn much debated b/ fpeculatiwt 
Men. Had Ihey founded their '8pccblk* 
tions oil Fa&si and had Recoiirfe tA^k* 
tiire as their firtl Authority* thfcy IwodH 
have feen that their fefpe&iveSyitans! wot* 
equally chimerical ; fliat" tItejfow/Qualitft* 
of Mar\ would often- lead fcirn to nutate 
of ' Bead; and his filfijk- Qualifies w<mW 
Tometimes ittipcll hifti to 4 State' of JPfo<( 
'iwd that thefe wduid naturatty: fucceeJ 
"each fcther, as incidental Qrcunttftancei 
-might aiifc. In Proof of thiv w* ra*^ 
tttf only alledge the Pra<aict of th©& lavage 
/Tribes who approach the •near^ft to,, if 
they do not actually live in, a State flfftfe* 
^iure 5 But we may farther (appeal id Ithat 
tofcmlfeed Kingdoms, which, with re- 
$e&<to each other, are nearly,, if not al- 
together, in, that natural £*a*e., And lwa-e 
: .w*.&Hk *hat wherever* ajry muftual Mtfii;- 
•VWfiis ..-ii caftwdlfln,; ajYariable and ,£ty> 
; •-. ceffive 
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eefifirve Sliate of Peace and Wa* universally 
arifes. 

; The Neceffity, therefore, of the E#a« 
Wifhmcnt of Property, Appears beyond a 
Doubt. And yet, as Fdrce or Cunning 
are often building their Pofleflions on the 
Ruin of Integrity, Simplicity, and Weak- 
nefs ; it fo comes to pafs, that thofe 
Goods of Nature which, before fuch Com- 
pact, had laid in common for the Ufe of 
AH, are often fw&llowed up by particular 
Pofleflion, and rendered fubfervient to the 
Pride, the Luxury, or the Avarice of a 
Few; while the reft of Mankind, who by 
Nature have an equal Claim, are pre- 
pofteroufly and cruelly cut off from the 
Ufe of thofe things which they ftand mofl 
in need of. 

It muft be granted, that in moft of the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, the Inequalities 
of Property are too great, cither for the 
public Peace of the whole, or the private 
Happinefs of the Individuals, whether 
Rich or Poor. The Miferies which fuch 

a defective 
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adtfft&ive State of Things oiuft gfr? Jlife 
to (though but a fmali Part of thofe whicji 
a general Diflblution of Property wauld 
QPCftfion) are evident enough q» # bws 
Recapitulation, fuppofing Self-Love Iq b$ 
predominant* Oppreflion, Hardhearted? 
^iefs, and Cruelty, on the one Handj.qj} 
die other, Want, Repining, Theft, Rob* 
bery, and Sedition, rauft be the ccrt^n 
Cpijfequence* 

What Remedy, then, can be applied for 
the Removal pf fo great an Evil ? That 
Limitation of Property to a certain Valu*, 
which fome ancient Republics eftablifhcdj 
-^nof that Diflblution of particular and//** 
vote property, and the ftoring up the 
Goqjip of Nature, to be diftribyted by 
eftabliflied Laws for the common Ufe of 
th? vyhole Community; which is *fye Prin- 
ciple a^d, Pra&ice of an extraordinary 
i»9dprn Republic f ; — th?fe are Model?, 
inftepd* which a Legiflator may imitate, in 
hyifrg the foft Foundations of a, Con}* 

t The Republic of Paraguay. 

='■- ■ ••- * monwe^lth. 
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monwealth. But In Kingdoms fctaftdy 
built, and formed on the fortuitous Brents 
©f Time, every Reform, of this Kind is 
^fentiaDy precluded. Not only the Self- 
law of .powerful Individuals, already po£* 
fcffed of exorbitant Property and Power, 
but (what would at leaft be equally un~ 
tradable) the eftabliflied Ideas and Prin- 
ciples of Right and Wreng, would con- 
fpirc to render every Scheme of this Kind 
abortive and impracticable 
., To prevent* therefore* or to remedy thefe 
dreadful Evils, the great Principle of Chri- 
ftian Charity comes in. Chriftianity re- 
presents all the Goods of Nature, as flow* 
ing from God alone ; and this only for the 
Benefit of all his Creatures : It commands 
the Rich to regard themfelves as no more 
than the Stewards of thefe Creatures, 
fcconding and enforcing die Voice of 
Reafon and Nature, which tells us they 
were jlefigntd for the Ufe of Alii and 
therefore ought to be distributed and dif- 
jpenfed by thofe who are kgaliy pojfejfcd 

of 
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bf them, in fuch manner as may beft 
anf\wr the Purpofe of their Creation, that 
18, die Benefit and Happinefs of alt man-* 
kind. Thus we fee, what. noble and fa-* 
lutary Confequences arife from the great 
Principle, of Christian Charity, where 
k takes Root in the tfeart. It in abbs. 
Mankind to maintain the Ufe of Property; 
for the Maintenance: of good Order, and:, 
the Prevention of. Strife; at the fame 

ime, by its generous Influence, creates 
a Kind of Community of Good*, dc&xoying 
thofe Evils which the Inequality of Pro-* 
perty, and the felfijb Abufe of it, too ^na- 
turally tends to create; 

On this firm and unalterable Founda- 
tion the Duty of a charitable Distribu- 
tion a rife th. Aftd on this Principle it ap- 
pears* that our Care of the Neceffitous is 
by no means to be confidered as a volun- 
tary Ail of Virtue, which we may per-* 
form or remit at Pleafure. God, by the 
AppointUfcents of his Providence, hash put 
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into the Hands of the Rich thofc /things 
which he manifeftly intended for 5the Be- 
nefit of All 2 If, therefore, they lock them 
up, or by an * improper and intempdrate 
Ufe, Sdehy a j lift Part of them to thofe 
for whofe Good they were created, no left 
than for the Advantage of the legal Pok 
feflbri they frustrate, all the Ends of God** 
Providence ; and in fome inftances, create 
a more numerous Train of Evils, fhaa 
thole which the Appointment of Property 
was intended to prevent or remove. Thus, 
in our charitable Difhibutions, we do no 
more indeed than apply our wealth to the 
Purpofcs of the original and true Proprie- 
tor, who is God : And hence we are led 
clearly to the Truth contained in the Text, 
that our Beneficence to theNeceffitbus aftd 
Diftreffed is the fureft Teft of our Lovfc 
not only of Man but God $ and that a Da* 
feft in this great and indifpenfable Duty is 
a Proof that we not only defpife our Fel- 
low Creature, but likewife i#/w who made 
trim. He that bath this Worlds Good* and 

4 S«* 
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feetk bis Brother bow need, and Jbutteth 
tip bis Bowels of Compq/fion from bim, bow 
inetletb the Love of God in Him f 

Thus firmly and unalterably founded, 
therefore, is the Duty of charitable Diftri- 
bution. Let us now, Secondly, confider the 
various Motives, which may urge the Rich 
to the confident and continued Practice 
«fit. 

- And firft, on Account of their prefent 
Satisfa&ion of Mind, and with a View 
to a rational and true Enjoyment of 
Wealth, they ought to attend to the con* 
linufid Pra&ice of this Duty. -^ — The 
Ihtereftfc of this Life, tho* much thought 
mod talked on, are indeed but little under* 
ftood. Great Pains are generally taken to 
acquire a Fortune; but very little Care, 
.employed, how to make it the Means of 
4 ikicere and lading Happinefi. . In fetting 
out upoa this univerfkl Purfuit of humaa 
Life, Men feem to think that if they can 
but acquire Wealth, Happinefs will of 
iCourfc varife : The Gratification of their 
K 2 ruling * 
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ruling Paffions being the only Thing in .- 
View, they take it for granted, that this 
being once obtained, they cannot but be 
happy. But alas ! when they reach the 
deiired Point, they begin to know and feel 
the contrary : They * grow faftidious and 
fantaftic in their pefires; and thus their 
Wants multiply fafter than the Means to 
gratify them. Hence they are often farther 
from true Happinefs, than when, they firft 
fet out in their Purfuit. They find them- - 
felves pofleffed of all the external Means 
of Felicity, and yet are confcious to themr - 
felves that all thefe flattering Inftruments 
of Happinefs are deceitful and vain ; and, , 
except only in the temporary Fit of fome 
fleeting and fenfual Enjoyment, receive the 
ftrongeft inward Cbnvidtion, that the moft 
unbounded Wealth can only purchafe to 
them Difappointmeht, Repinings, andXHf- - 
guft. ' 

All this arifeth from a Fa<ft which is - 
evident to common Senfe, if we will but . 
apply it to what we fee around us, that . 

*' true 
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44 true Happinefs depends much more on 
<" the inward State of the Mind and Paf- 
4€ fions, than on thofe Things which are 
44 without: And that unlefs our Paflions 
" be regulated by fome fteady and con- 
" fiftent Principle, the Poffeflion of Riches 
44 (as it affords perpetual Occafions and 
* 4 Temptations to extravagant Indulgence) 
€€ is more likely to produce a Diibrder and 
44 Mifery in the Mind, than to give us true 
44 Peace and lading Felicity." Now the 
only Principle which can* effectually re- 
gulate the Heart of Man, is that of rational 
Religion: And hence, where this Principle 
is not in Force to diredt the Application 
of Wealth, the Poffeffor generally floats at 
large on a boundlefs and ftormy Sea of 
Paffion, deprived of Helm, Star, and Com- 
pels, by which alone he might regulate his 
Courfe. Even in Minds of the happieft 
Frame, falfe Delicacies arifej together with 
an exquifite and painful Senfibility on the 
moft trifling Occafions ; thefe bring on an 
impatience of Difappointments, while at 
K3 the 
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the fame Time they create them* But irv 
Minds* Jefs happily formed, where the 
Paffions are naturally turbulent and ftrong, : 
here the uncontrolled Ufe of Wealth com* 
monly leads to more fatal Consequences* 
The ruling Appetite generally takes th* 
the Lead, and blindly precipitates the de* 
luded Man into fome fuddea and unfnf* 
pe&ed Ruin, 

Thus Difeafe of Body, Difeontent of 
Mind, or Lofs of Eftate, are the natural . 
Confequen^es of 3 felfifh apd inordinate 
Ufe of Riches, The firft h overwhelmed^ 
by redupdant Humours* the fecond clouded 
hy gloomy Appetites, or the third e*ha»fc* 
ed by intemperate Expence * thro' the ricj* 
Man's immoderate Attention to Himfelf 
^nd his private Gratifications, On th« 
other Hand, the Man of Wealth who turn* 
his Thoughts on his Duty to God, who 
cheriihes th^t natural Companion which 
'God hath implanted in the human Breaft* 
who attends to the Wants of others, find 
Jia6 |he Cottage to open his Heart and hi| 

Purf<5 
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Vvplfc to the, Necefltfies of his diftrefled 
Bjefhren j-^fqcfy i& onfi lay* in ? lafting 
Fund of Bap£in?ft tb HUnfelf; Ifochsrifli* 
eth every p£afing Paflipn that can mak* 
glad the Heart of Man: Love, Hope, 
Peace, jmd Joy f ar? the CQftftant Compa* 
jiians -of his Soul : The Vigpur of his 
Mind remains unfhaken by the Affaults 
and Temptations which Wealth throws 
round him: And that Opulence^ which is 
? Curfe to (he We^k and Selfifb, become? 
the Occafion of his t$ueft Happinefs. 

Again; As the Rich ought rc^igioufly 
to. attend Jo the great Wprk of charitable 
I)iftribution,, as the neceflafy Means of 
regulating tjieir own Defires, fo the Welt- 
fare of their Families and Children ought 
to be a farther Motive to their exemplary 
jgjj^ice.o^ this Duty, Inched* tfyis Re- 
gpXfitQ Children is often laid hold pf as a 
plaufible Excufe for qn irpmodefate and 
felfifh Attention to Wealth^ and a total 
Negjeft of the Neceffitous and Diftreffed A 
But this Principle, wh$n carried tp fuch 
K 4 ah 
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$n Exc$fe, as«,to prevent or deftroy all*At 3 
tention to Deeds of true Charity, will bq 
found no better in the End with Refpedfc 
to Children, ; than it hath already been found 
with Refpeft to Self: Nor will any Man 
find the true Iijtereft of his Soqs or Daugh- 
ters promoted by fuch a Conduft. For 
ai it fuppofetji (what is certainly true) that 
he mu& by. Etegrees, diveft himfelf of all 
generous and moral Feelings for the reft 
of JVUnkjnd, as well as of all Love and 
Senfe 9 r f Duty to his Creator j fo, ' his 
Children wilj naturally and inevitably im T 
bibe the fame Turn of Thought, which 
Avill take Poffeflion of their Hearts, and 
'rale their Conduit through the fucceeding 
Periods of Life. Thus they are early prer- 
pared for all Kinds of Selfifhnefs and Vied, 
and therefore laid open to all Kinds of 
Mifery. This is commonly verify'd in 
TFadt : a Mifer and 3 Prodigal being gene- 
rally the alternate Difgrace of laige Eftates, 
where the more generous Principles of Re r 
. , ligion, Charity, and Beneficence, are nc« 
elected or derided. Ofl 



; Charitable Dijirib'Ution. %$j 

* 6n the contrary, if the Rich Man hath 
Children to inherit hi? Fortune j the fame 
falutary Principles, which are inftilled by 
their Parent for.fheir own Happinefs and 
that of others, will bring back a large Re- 
* turn 6f Comfort and Satisfaction to Him- 
felf, in that Duty and rational Condud 
Which will rule all their 'A&iohs : This 
will render them grateful tbAeirPdrents, 
kind to their Relations^ jiift'and charitable 
to all Men f and'thus happy in Themfelves, 
as they are the Means : of Hkppinefs to 
Others. The' nbbleft and mqft valuable 
inheritance that a Father Can leave liis 
Child," is that of an honetf and generous 

•Mind f * |M [' 

The laft Motive I lhall urge for the Per- 
formance of this great Duty, is the Secu- 
rity of your future and eternal Welfare, 
. in a* better World than This. We fee, jt 
is the pofitive Command of God, that we 
regard and relieve the Wants of the Ne- 
ceflitous. We fee, * the Performance of 
this Duty jte made (as in the Text) the very 

Teft 
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T^ft of .«K Lave to God hipifelf. jQur 
Stvjour always motions it as the great 
and ruling Circum&ance, without which* 
we cannot hope for. Acceptance ia thfe 
greatDay of Retribution declaring that he 
willxegard every Performance* and every 
|¥aftu»» in thia Duty towards our Feliow 
Ertatuws* asCJf done w omitted toward* 
Himfbtf. And indeed, if we impartially 
confer the Genius and Tendency of a 
Religion: that comes from God, and reflect 
that one of its main Endr muft be the 
leflening of the Miferies, and promoting 
the Happinefe of Mankind ; — this Duty, 
9$ here ftated, muft in its own Nature, ap* 
pear to ftand among the firft and moft ef r 
fbtfitl Commands; becaofe, without it, 
Wehave feen that Mifery, Disorder, and 
^neral Ruin muft arifes and becaufe every 
Failure in itjiath an unalterable Tendency 
tt> produce thefe Confequences. 

Ncit only fo ; but a felfifh Attention to 
Wealth tends ftrofcgly to withdraw our .Af- 
fections from God and Virtue i and comr 

pleats 
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pfeats oar Alienation of Mind from ill that 

* p&ftwworthy; from til that can tfttidl 
us 10 the Favour of Heaven* It renders 
Mankind forgetful of all tfeofc Virtual 
which become their Station, < inftnfible t* 
the Feelings of Mercy thd Campaifion, no* 
gfcgent of every Doty whkh ii* the kail 
Degree interferes with the CaUs afciaMtfll 
Gratification* — Either it legits an in&» 
tiable Avarice, winch deald infenfibly on 
the Soul ; and corrupts it under the plau- 
sible Appearance bf Frugality and Pru* 
deace/*— Gr elfe exorbitant : Wealth Ak 
c abufid* fo as to mmifter only to Pride* 
Luxury, Or Intemperance.— Nay* many 
have found the Art of reconciling thefe 

* Extremes 5 turning Rapacity into a girccdy 
'Steward for Prodigality. By all which 
Means, or any of them, the Soul is robbed 
of every good and praife- worthy Quality 
that can recommend us to the Favour of 
God here, or render us capable of par- 
taking the Happinefs yi the Blefled here* 
§fter f 

Such, 



: Such, therefore, and fo ftrong are the 
Motives which may induce us to relieve 
the Neceflitous and diftreffed. But as great 
Miilakes are frequently committed by ge- 
nerous Minds, in the Aft of Charitable 
Diftribution ; fo its proper Modes and 
Obje&s will defcrve to be particularly con* 
iidercd. 
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Charitable Distribution. 

i St, John, Chap. iii. Vcr., 17, 

Wbofo bath this Worlis Good* andfeetb bit 
Brother have N&d, and fbuttttb up ins 
Companion from Urn ; bow >dwelkth tbe 
Love of God in Him f 

HAVING thus eftabli(hed the iadft 
pcnfible Duty of charitable Diftri* 
fcution on its juft and unalterable Foun- 
dation ; let jus now proceed to point out 
the proper Methods and Obje&s of it. 

And here, it will be neceffary, firft, to 
ihew the Invalidity of aplaufiWe Pretence, 

which 
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•s 

Which would deftroy the very Eflence of 
this Duty : A Pretence .which is the mors m 
dangerous, as it founds itfelf on the Maxims 
of a fpecipus but falfe Philofophy, — It is 
pretended, then, that the Principle of a 
charitable Diftribution is fuperfluous and 
ufelefs> becaufe, if the Rich do but fpend 
or fquander the Incomes of their Effytes, 
the Money will diftribute itfelf; and with* 
out any Intention of the firft Proprietor, 
like Blood circulating from the Heart, will 
fall into all the various Channels of the 
Body politic, in that juft Proportion Whicfa 
their refpe&ive Situations may demand. 

The . Qbjc&ion is plaufible, yet void of 
Solidity a#d Truth. For, firft, fuppofing 
the EfFe&s to be fuch as are here repre- 
fented with Refpeft to the Nfcceffitous, yet 
they would be bad with regard to the Rich 
themfelves. They who abound in Wealth, 
and enjoy, or rather fquander it thus with- 
out Principle, are certainly expofed to all 
the Effects of a felfiih Ufe of Wealth, 
whatever be the undefigned and (to them) 

the 
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tht accidental Confequences of their Ex-* 
pences. They ftand expofed to the fame 
Disorders of Body, are a Prey to the fame 
UneafinefTes of Mind,, are liable to the 
fame Lofs of Eftate by Extravagance, as if 
no fuch Effe&s followed with Refpedl to 
the Neceffitous. In a wotd, having no 
balance to their Paflions, their Wealth be** 
comes a perpetual Temptation and a Snafej 
and therefore, tho' fuch a fortuitous and 
blind Diffribution flbould relieve the Mi* 
feries of the Poor, it could never fecure 
their own Happinsfs. 

But farther : This Kind of Diftribution 
by mere Expence, can never effe&ually re- 
lieve the Neceffitous. Its natural Effe<£ 
on the Rich (as every Obferver may daily 
fee) is an abfolute Contempt of the lower 
Ranks of Mankind. Infoleiice and Op«* 
preffion, therefore, are its certain Confe- 
rences. It breeds an Impatience of Con- 
tradiction, an Unfeelingnefs of Mind, a 
Difregard to Equity and Juftice: By aU 
. which, the Poor arc more likely to be 
L trod 
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trod underfoot in the Profecution of' their 
common Rights, than relieved in their ex- 
traordinary and uncommon Neceffities. 

Again, therefore, this Method of Di£ 
iKbbtion can never be effectual, becaufe 
k$ity who ft and nioft in need can never be 
fuccotiredby \ti For the mere Ad of ex- 
pending Wealth can never affedt any of 
the lpwer Ranks, but thofe who labour. 
Thefe^ indeed, will claim and obtain, their 
Share, tho 1 perhaps it be accompanied with 
Infolence," Griping, and Oppreffion. Bijt 
tb£ helplefs Young/ the Sick, and Aged, 
'as they can bring nothing into the common 
Stock or Coffers of the Public ; fo, upon 
this blind arid felfifh Syftem of Bargain and 
Sale, they muft languifli and die in Mifery . 

""— Nay, what is yet worfe, while the help- 

" left Innocent are thus left deftitute of Re- 
lief, the Aflbciates of Wickednefs are often 

" fed to the Full. The Companions of the 
Rich Man's Vices, the Pandars of his Will, 
the Minifters of his mifguided Paflionv 
are the Sharers of- his Wealth 5 while Pe- 

* : •* nury 
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nury and ftarving are the Lot of the bkme* 
lcfs Unfortunate. 

A fecond Excufe for an Exemption from 
this Duty muft likewife here be obviated, 
which is the pretended Sufficiency of Peor- 
Laws for the Maintenance ofthe'Necefii- 
tous. — And fo much muft be owned, that 
Poor-Laws well made, and weU executed 
would do much towards the Relief pf the 
Needy : But that they can never ffynd in 
the Place of a true Spirit of Charity, will 
appear from confidering them either in 
their Formation or Execution. 

If they arc formed merely on the Prin- 
ciples of Prudence and Policy, void of a 
charitable Zeal, they will always be of a 
rigid, and often of a cruel, Complexion. 
The only Foundation on which we can 
hope for an equitable Law, is, where £>me 
Kind of Equality in Feelings or Condition 
fubfifts between the Lawgiver and tbofe 
who are governed. In every other In- 
ftance, the Prevalence of Self*Love will 
render Laws deipotic ahd oppreffive. Nouf, 

L * iU 



1 l r 4« ' On thbufyif 

the Feelings of Cflto^affidri are the only 
Cirpumftance by which th<5 wealthy can 
be put off any Kind of Level with the Poor; 
-Ana ^erelbre, ! if the uncharitable Ricfr,* 
for their own Safety or Convenience, make 
*LaWs for the Maintenance of the Poor, they 
nvifl: on all the Principles of common Ex- 
perience be tyr&ihicdl and oppteffive. The 
feffifh Views with which thefe Laws are 
framed, ' will naturally produce fuch Cir- 
cumftances of Narrowriefs| Debafemeht, 
4 and Contempt, towards the Poor, as are 
fometimes more grievous to human Na- 
* ture than Want itfelf. — We may farther 
. affirm with Truth, that even fuppofing 
Ldws to be formed on the Principles of 
Charity, they can never extend to all Cafes, 
" everi of common Want, much lefs to the 
unforeseen Events which produce uncofti- 
ttiori Ndceflities. For the Obje&s of every 
Law. ixltlft be particularly defcribed ; and 
fuch is the Variety of Difafters, to which 
the human Race is fubjeft, that no par- 
ticular 'Defcriptions, however circumftaii- 

tial 
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tiil ao4 precife, cajj pofljbty Irjpli|dc jhem 
all. \ 

Again : Laws for the Mafotenancs of thq 
Poor muft, ever be defeftivc ii> their £w- 
cufm, uuljsfs aicted ancHnfpirited by true 
Charity: Bepaufe on. the f^e. Principle ^$ 
already laid down, tfyey spyfk gjeperalty be 
executed in a defpotic and cruel Manner. 
Inftead of Fathers. or, Brethren, the diftref- 
fed will, find themfelves v in the Harujs of ' 
Unrelenting Taffcmafters, who will of|:en 
compel them to make Brick without Straw* 
and the fole Return for their mpft afliduous 
Endeavours will be a Mixture of Severity 
djjd Contempt, 

Add to thefe, another Circumftance of 
Pefe&j which mufl ever attend Poor- 
kaws, both in their Formation, and Exe- 
cution. They never can effe&ually fepa T 
rate the good from the bad, the worthy 
from the worthlefs ; fo as relievp and rer- 
ward the one, in Preference to the other. 
The Circpmftances which diftinguilh Me- 
jit from Pemerit are often fo delicat?, 
L 3 £omc- 
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fometimes fa little known, that the Law- 
Makers czxi never fufficiently delineate, nor 
the Executors of the Law fufficiently difcern 
them. 

It appears, then, that Laws for the Re- 
lief of the NecefStous can never effectually 
fucceed, unlefs^ carefully watched by a 
generous Spirit of Charity. By the Inter- 
vention of This, they may indeed become 
the eafieft and moft' general Means of ouf 
charitable Afliftartce, in all common Cafes : 
But in more extraordinary Ijiftances, it is 
evident, they never can fupply the Place 
of a perfonc 1 and charitable Diftribution, 
flowing from the immediate Hand of the 
Beneficent. 

It now remains, that we point out the 
proper Objects of this great Chriftiao 
Thity. 

Firft, all they, who through natural In- 
firmity, Age, Sicknefs, or accidental Dl- 
fafter, are rendered incapable of Self-fup- 
port by. Labour, are by Right of Nature 
intitledto our charitable Afliftance and Re- 
4 lief. 



lief* . On this known Tppjc it were unne~. 
ceflary^o iqlarge : I (ball therefore quit it,/ . 
in rcfering to its tree aijd unalterable FQjin-T 
dation, as explained in the preceding Du~ ¥ 
courfe. 

, Among this, number, more particularly,, 
we are bound to relieve our neighbouring 
Poor, and to give them even a Preference 
-(in common Cafes) to thofe who are more 
diftant in Situation, The Reafon of this 
is manifeft : Our Neighbour's real Wants 
are. better known to us, than theirs who 
are farther removed from our Obfervation.' 
Hencfe, if every Man's Charity were direct- 
ed to his neighbouring Poor, and to thefe 
chiefly, the really Neceffitous would be re- 
lieved ; nor would their Bread be (hatched 
from thtyn by thofe unknown Cormorants, 
whofe Wants arc often feigned. 

Again: Among this Number, a Seledtion 
ought to be made of the moil worthy: Not 
to tjbe total Exclufion of even the Worth- 
ier j but as a Diftindtion and Encourage- 
, ment given to Virtue. I mean not a Pre- 
L 4 ference- 
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Arence ftiewn in Favour of the fawning 
to* canting Hypocrite, who often has the 
Naftie of Ot>d in his Mouth, while Envy 
ahcl Wlfckednefs are in his Heart ; but to 
X:ho(e^\yho'in their low Station have beei} 
^fertlarkaHie* for their Induftry, Humility, 
<3teifenhrifeht, and Refignation to the Will 

• ^tifeytoAd^thefe commpn Obje&s of our 
/Charity, : therc is ftill a higher Sphere for 
'Benfcfficente to flline in : In its large and 
•generous GHts beftowed on thofe, who by 
Inevitable Misfortunes have been reduced 
•from a 3 -flourishing Condition either 'of 
-Wealth or Competence, to a State of Ne- 
-caffity ^Lfid Want, — This we ought to re- 
gard, nbt only as a Virtue, but as an inde- 
ipenCakk Duty incumbent on the Rich, 
towards thofe who, within the Sphere of 
'their Oofervation and Power, come into this 
Lift of the Unfortunate, The Obligation to 
this Duty is founded on the fame'Reafons 
Vith that which binds to the Relief of 

the jSlecefiUous in more common Cates, 

V for 
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For as it appears above, \ that the whole 
Produce of the Creation was intended fop 
iuch a Diftribution as might beft fecure the 
Happiness of All ; fo it follows, that they 
.who gtre fallen from a Condition of Plenty 
to * that of Want, are intitkd , tp a more 
inlarged Beneficence than the comipo|i 
Neceflltous ; becaufe, by the inevitable apd 
incurable Forpe qi 4Qflgncofttinu#JH^its t 
/uited to ; their formefl Stat?, the ? faiae Kind 
/of Relief which would *make the of$pa*y 
poor Man happy, would \on\f tRud ,tp make 
thefe -ujafprtunat? Mep mojr^ ifpiifcle qf 
their . .Mifejry , Such an ; apparent Relink 
therefore, would indeed be ^ PoniihfP?n| # 
Here thtn» net odly a more^aihple Betre- 
ficewce* , but lik^wife. a , more -private and 
delicate Manner in beftowing, is nece#My 
: for iheJReljef pfthe Su$brer $ ^dhoothc*- 
wife muft be opp^eflfed and made p^pre 
miferable, in proportion as his peelings are 
more £cngpu^ jui/jl. reftned.^ if he be iij T 
fulte$ with. an unkind and uf\difcerjung 
"; fc . ; , Aififtan^ 



AjE^fcuKO, ill the common Methods of fc 
public and charitable Support* . 

. Thefc, therefore^ being the proper Ob» 
jedts of our charitable Atftftahcci namely. 
They* who thro' natural Infirmity, Age, 
fiaclcnefs,,or accidental DUafter, are fen*- . 
dprsd incapable of Self-fupport by La<- 
bour*- they more particularly, among this 
Number, whofe Wants are beft known to 
u* by their nearnefs of Situation ; or they 
who are bcft untitled to our Afliftanct from 
their Worth as well as their Neceflkies ; 
or, la%, they who are fallen from a State 
, of Prosperity to that of Wafitj— it fol- 
lows, that the common wnAtrittg B*gg<tr 
by Profcffion, can never be a proper Object 
of our Gharityj in as much as he come* un- 
der none of theft Deftripttons* He cannot 
fcxbjblujtely incapable of Labour, becaufe 
the fame, bodily Powers which inable him 
to wander, will commonly inable him to 
^£; and it is well known that the Gene^ 
rality of, this /Tribe, ; who are fo. great a 
' .', , Nufance 
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Nufance to the Public, will often idly haon? 
the Doors of the Rich for fine Penny, while - 
by honeft Labour they might have eambd 
/im.— They cannot be called our Neighs 
hours, whofe Wants are beft known to ui f £ 
becaufe they are of no Neighbourhood, 
having no Hofriej but live at - their EJaft 
upon the Public, as Citizens of the World 
at largo.— They cannot be put in the Lift 
of the more Worthy, being generally al- 
lowed of a very different and even contrary 
Character j and their Way of Life; leading' 
them inevitably into Habits of Idlenefs, 
Impudence, Hypocrify, and Thieving.— 
They cannot be (aid to have fallen from a 
' psofperous to an adverie State; as they are 
commonly bred to the Trade of Begging 
from their Infancy j this Profeffion being 
indeed hereditary, delivered from feather 
to Son, and from one Generation to ano- 
ther. 

As the Laws of our Country have de- 
clared mis Pra&ice illegal, fo if the Law* 
Were duly attended to, thefe Obfervations 

had 
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bad keen fuperfluous . But as Men of red 
Humanity are often betrayed into a Breach 
M thefe Laws by a miftaken Compafiion, 
k feemed neccflary to fet this Subject in 
its true Light. Hence then it appears, that 
whoever relieves the wandering Beggar, not 
wily violates the Law6 of his Country, but 
indeed does an unkind Office both to the 
fcerfon who taftes his miftaken Bounty, to 
the really Nccefiitous, and to the Society 
of which he is. a Member.-r-He is unkind 
to the Beggar himfelf, becaufe he confirms 
. him in an unlawful Occupation, an Occu- 
pation which tends to produce and ftrength- 
en Idlencfs, Hypocrify, and Fraud : He is 
unkind to the really Neceflitous, becaufe 
he gives to an Impoftor a Share of that 
Bounty which was deftined to relieve their 
unfeigned Wants : He is unkind to the 
Public and his Country, becaufe he en* 
courages a Tribe of ufelefs and pernicious 
Vagabonds, who if not thus emboldened 
by a miftaken Charity would be compelled 
i s ,to 
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to labour for their Bread, and become ufc^ 
ful Members of the Community, _„. r? 

All that hath here been faid concerning 
him who relieves the wandering Beggar, 
jnay with equal Truth be affirmed of the 
miftaken Mildnefs of the Magiftrate, wfro 
abftains from punifhing him. For if the 
Law was put in Execution, the Vagabond 
would be nipt in the Bud, and effectually 
intimidated from iffuing forth on his Ad-^ 
ventures. And we may juftly add tHis 
Obfervation, both with Regard to the Mail 
who relieves, and the Magiftrate who 
negle&s to punifti the Vagabond, that 
neither of them inwardly approve theit 
own Conduct: They are fenfible of the 
Impropriety of their miftaken Mildnefi f 
and wifh they could bring themfelve$ t$ 
t a<5t up to the Didtates of a manly Principi^ 
rather than to thofe of a falfe CompafiiptL 

From thefe united Confiderations, there- 
fore, it is evident, that either in relieving 
or permitting the wandering Beggar, in- 
flead of fulfilling, we violate the Duty here 

enjoyned: 
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sAjbynedx Inftead of encouraging Induftry 
and Virtue* we become the Patrons of 
Idleness and Vice : Inftead of feeding the 
Jielpfefs and indigent, we feed the worth- 
is** and the lazy : Inftead of being the 
Pricrkk, we become the Enemies of our 
iCfcuatry;- 

o Great Pity it is> then, that the Laws re- 
lating to this Pra&ice are not ftriftly, arid 
wen rigbrwfly put in Execution : As it 
wauid not only remove agf eat and notorious 
Evil: but Would likewife be attended with 
this farther Conference, that the Attention 
of the Rich would be more ftrongly and ef- 
fe&qally turned on the Wants of their podr 
Neighbours; whereas, in the prefent State 
of Things, their Minds are often tainted 
with an Averfion to all A&s of Beneficence, 
from thofe frequent Impofitions and Frauds 
which *hey experience in their ill-placed 
Gratuities to idle /Vagabonds. 
: Beyond thefe 45bjedts of our charitable 
Afliftance here enumerated, there yet re- 
ipains ine, which deferves* particular Con- 
r ' fideration. 
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fidevation. I mean, the CMUtott of the 
Hteeffitous. In which Number may fee 
jtt% included, not only the Children df 
thofe who are themfelvee the proper Oev 
jefts otf o«f Charity* bo* likewife ThoA 
of the mduftrious Labourer or Mechtmd, 
who although able to maintain himjetf add 
Family; may yet be unable to gwejhis 
Children a proper Education. * •' 

Now, tho' the Poor of every Age, wfc* 
aye incapable of Labour, have a natural 
Right to our Care and! Benevolence, yet our 
Liberality can never be fo. well beftovreoV 
a* m fecuring the proper Education of poer 
Children ; .beeau& by the fame S»n» given* 
we*do them Services infinitely greater thah 
we can beftow on the full-grown fcf tfat 
aged. For after a certain Time of Life 
we- can have littlft Bepe of rec&ljriog *hair 
Monls, even by the moft ardent and: $*> 
iserous Efforts of ©us Charity : Their HahgjB 
and' "Vices arealneady taoibxMJgly rqofteii,tt> 
be eficftually removed tatter, hy out Mmph 
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rcn, if To fortunate as to fall: under the Cix& 
of the Good and Charitable; are like ten* 
der Shoots under their forming Hand, ca^ 
pable of being fafhioned into any Shapes 
of having their Crookednefies of Mind fel 
ftreight, their Obliquities eafily and ef- 
fectually corre&ed. , 

More particularly, the Children of the 
Neceflitous ip. great and populous Cities 
have an uncommon Claim to the Charity 
land Compaffion of Mankind. In Country 
Villages, if the Poor befometimes diArefled 
and ignorant, yet the few ill Examples 
they meet with, the few Opportunities of 
abandoned Wickednefs, and the more tole- 
rable State of Religion and Morals in theie 
folitary Scenes, are fo many happy Checks 
to their Progrefs in Vice and Vill^ny. But 
he who views the State of the uninftru&ed 
Poor in great Cities, views human Nature 
in its loweft and moil abjeft State of 
Mifery, Wretchednefs, and Profligacy : 
Urged by Want, let loofe to every Impulfe 
of inordinate Appetite by frequent Oppor- 
tunity 
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tttnity and Secrecy of Action, tempted by* 
wicked Examples, inflamed by evil Com* 
munication and intoxicating Liqudrs, their 
Life is too generally a horrid Compound 
of Riot and Diftrefs, Rapacity aftd Thiev* : 
ing, Proftitution and Robberyi Wicked-* 
nefs and Defpair. In a Word, they com- 
monly adopt all the Vices of untamed 
Savages, without the Counterbalance of 
their Virtues* 

To refcue their yet innocent (Children 
from Crimes and Miferies like thefe* is 
furely a Work of the trueft Charity and' 
Beneficence: Not only to relieve their* 
bodily, but alfo their fpiritual Wants ; &nd T 
" prevent the Inveteracy of thofe evil Habits 
which arife from a vicious Education : not 
only to furnifh them with the External 
Bleflings of Bread and Raiment; But to 
feed their Souls with that Food which is 
from Heaven; and, as the Prophet lfaiah 
nobly expreffeth it, to " cloath them with' 
" the Garments of Salvation. **~ 
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This Branch of Charity, therefore, ap*^ 
pears effentially a Duty, incumbent on us, 
as Menand Chriftiansv : The laft and tha 
prefent Age have been remarkably diftin- 
gnifhed by their Attention to' this great 
t?uty. The Merit of fuch upright Inters 
ttons is far above any Praife that can herfe 
be given : But as Miftakes have undoubfr 
edly been committed irr the Manner of 
eftablifhing thefe Schools of Charity, and 
fuch Miftakes as have given the Enemies 
of Religion a Pretence for Cenfures * it 
rtvay not be amifs, (while we acknowledge 
the good Effeds which in fome Degree 
arifc from the prefent EftaHifhment) to . 
point 1 out the Gircumftances in which an 
Improvement might render them ftill more 
falutary. 

i. Ohe Circumftance of Improvement, 
winch might be wifhed at leaft> tho' per* 
haps not fo eafily executed, in thefe Schools 
o£ Charity, is that of refcuing the Child- 
ren from the ill Example and Influence of 

their 
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their Parents, A Point indeed of great Im-> 
portance, were it in the Power of Charity 
to accompliflu 'Tis but too well known, 
that in many, Inftances (tho' certainly not 
in all) they lofe at Night a great Part of 
what they gain by Day. Their continued 
Intercourfe with their unhappy Parents is a 
perpetual Check to their Progrefs in Re- 
ligion and Virtue* But how £0 great a 
Plan could be efFe&ed, without removing 
them intirely from the Parent's Care, and 
making them the Children of the Public, 
feems not eafy to determine. The beft 
and moft. practicable ! Method of accomp-> 
lifting <thi$ End in Part might be, the con- 
tinued Care of the higher Ranks in in- 
fpedting the Morals of their Parents, dis- 
couraging their Vices, and rewarding their 
, Attention to the real Welfare of their own 
Children ;: And thus by Degrees the good 
Principles imbibed by the one, would natu- 
rally be! refle&ed, and throw' its happy 
: influence on the other # 
t M % Tho' 
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2. Tho* Knowledge in a certain Degree/ 
and: of a certain Kind, be ufeful to poor 
Children ; yet a Limitation of Knowledge 
feems no lefs neceffary* An Ability to read 
the Gofpel, and to receive with Humility 
ihegreat Truths it contains, is perhaps as 
far as Prudence, Policy, or Charity, would 
advife in their Education, Farther than 
this, it is certain that a Smattering m 
Knowledge puffeth up inftead of edify-* 
ing : It tends to make them wife in theur 
own Opinion; more ready to difputethan 
obey : and hence difqualifies them for that 
humble and laborious State, to which the 
Providence ©f God hath decreed them. 

3. It feems neccffary, that Habits of 
continued Induftry fhould be made a Part 
of every poor Child's Education ; and 
fliould be regarded as a Circumftance no 
lefs effential and important than the Ac- 
quifition of ufeful Knowledge and reli- 
gious Principle itfelf. This Condud: feems 
requifite, not only as Induftry is a Guard 

ft* 
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to every one's Virtue and Religion; but 
% likewife becaufe a Habit of Induftry makes 
indeed a Part of every poor Man's Virtue* 
For as bodily Labour is the Duty to which 
he is allotted thro* Life, fo this Duty can 
never be fuftained without an early Habit 
of Induftry. Here then, in a new $enfe, 
.we may apply the moral Maxim of the 
wife King : " Train up a Child in the 
" Way he (hould go, and when he is old 
* € he will not depart from it." Thus if a 
Child is early inured to Labour, the Habit 
of Induftry becomes as it were a Part at 
him. As he knows no Indulgence, he iub- 
mits with Content and Chearfulnefs to his 
allotted State, and is happy in himfelf, and 
ufeful to his Country. On the other Hand^ 
if the firft Habits of Youth are laid in 
Eafe and Indolence, tho* Reafon and In- 
ftructton may lead, or Neceffity impel him 
to labour for his Bread, y«t his Habits 
already acquired, will for ever hang like a 
J3yafs on his Mind, and fill him with Re- 
finings, Difcontent, and Wretchednefs. 

M 3 Great 
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Great Dangers therefore, muft ever arife^ " 
from educating poor Children without giv- 
ing them early Habits of Labour and In- 
dustry : They muft be generally unhappy 
in themfelves, and often pernicious to the 
Public. 

Upon the Whole, therefore, it were per- 
haps to be wifhed, that the Circumftance 
of early Labour might be made, in Ap- 
pearance at leaft, the principal Object in 
thefe Schools of Charity. This would re- 
move all Colour of Obje&ion from that 
Quarter whence Objections have chiefly 
come. Not only fo / but the Influence of 
fuch an Eftablifhment would have excel- 
lent EfFe&s on the Minds of the Children 
themfelves. It would make an early and 
lafting Impreffion on their Minds, of their 
being deftined to a Life of continued In- 
duftry : Whereas, if Labour (tho' enjoined) 
fhould only be enjoined as an incidental 
Circumftance, their Thoughts and Wifhes 
would ever be running on a Life of Eafe. 
The great Circumftances of Inftru&ion 

and[ 
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and Morals would not be the lefs,,fyut eveji 
more effectually inftilled, if brought in, as 
Things fecondary to Indultry and Labour, 
For thefe laft being what muft ingrofs the 
chief Part of their Time through Life, if 
they are not made principal from the Be- 
ginning, will hardly be fubmitted to in 
their proper Degree, when Leifure and in- 
ftru&ion have once been regarded as the 
capital Obje&s of their Time and Atten- 
tion. Thus Induftry, and moral arid rd- 
ligious Inftruttion, would happily go hand 
jn hand; and their Union would be To 
natural and ftrong, that there would be 
Jittle Danger of their future Separation 
fhro' the fqcoeeding Periods of Life. 
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On the Use and Abuse 

o F 

EXTERNALS in RELIGION 



St. John, Chap. iv. Ver. 23. 
But the Hour comet h, and now is, when the . 
true Worjhipers jhall nvorjhip the Father 
in Spirit and in Truth. 

TH E great Force of Religion on the 
Minds and Morals of Mankind, hath 
been fo generally acknowledged, that in 
all Ages and Countries in the known 
World, it hath ever been made a Part of 
the publick Concerns of State, to encou- 
rage and protect it. Yet, to the Difgrace 
of human Nature we muft confefs, that 
the Inftitutions of Religion have been too 

generally 
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generally abufed ; infomuch that fome havq 
made it a C^ueftion, whether the Mifchiefs 
it hath occafioned, put into the Scale of 
Reafon, would not out-weigh the good it 
hath produced. Tho' it would bring no 
Difgrace on true Religion, to acknowledge 
the Mifchiefs of falfe Zeal in their ful} 
Extent; yet I do not think the Affertion 
true; It feems to have firifen from thofe 
Impreflions to which the humap Imagina-* 
tion is fubjed, when it takes not Reafon 
for its Guide. The mifchievous Effe&s of 
falfe Zeal have generally been publick and 
notorious, breaking forth into Wars, gnd 
the Subverfion of Empires : on the con-* 
trary, the good Effects of true Religion 
have been, and ftill muft be, of a perma- 
nent and filent Nature; working effectually,, 
but fecretly, on the human Heart; and in- 
filling themfelves by gentle Degrees thro* 
all the Faculties of the Soul. Here .then 
we plainly fee the Reafon, why the mis- 
chievous EfFe&s of falfe Religion may fecm 
to overbalance the good EfFefts of true; 
4 Every 
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Every Eye gazes with Wonder on the 
Storm, that levels Towers and Forefts, ancl 
/weeps away the Labours of Mankind; 
while the Dews of Heaven fall unnoticed 
by the common Eye ; tho' by their filent 
Influence they crown the Harveji with 
Plenty, and make the FalHes to laugh an4 

Yet great, no doubt, and terrible have; 
been the Mifchtefs of miftaken Zeal : of 
Zeal, contending not only about Do&rines* 
but Places and Modes of Worfhip. About 
Things defigned and inftituted for the 
finds of Peace ; but perverted by Super* 
ftition to the Purpofes of Difcord, Our 
blefled Saviour, knowing what was in M an* 
ieems,*m the Paflage here cited from the 
Gofpel, to have intended a total Preven* 
tion of this perfecuting Spirit; by declare 
ing that neither particular Place nor Mode 
of Worfhip would be of any iritrinfic 
•Value under the Chriftian Difpenfation i 
that the loaal and peculiar Ceremonies of 
^Judaifm, were to give Way to a Religion 

of 
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9fj*a niore e^altftd Nat we : thit the Houf 
lyas nqw. <»>n*£». when the^true Worfliipers 
flwwld warfhip the Father in Spirit and irt 
Tr\i$h t rr^Ndt with the painful Rites and 
Ce^rnoni^? squired by the Law, which 
Only, fhado wed that which. Chrift per- 
foxxa'dy bv-t with that, mora fublime $nd 
fpiritual ^p^ihip which (hould fuit the 
pec^f of Criftianity, *— For the Father, 
foith he, ; fiefcutb fueb to warfbipi hitrii 

. That tfris« i? .the Import of the Word^ 
jwill app&ri ,by* oonfidering the Context : 
*Th& Explanation of which, will at the 
fame Time difcwer to us the Reafon of 
thi$ . feeding Mutability in the Will of 
God* who deals not with his Creatures 
acgordjag to the abfiird Rigour of the Law 
of the Medes and Perfians 9 which akeretb 
vof: byt while himfelf fits enthron'd in 
thfiiGlories of unchangeable Wifdom, con- 
defcends to the Weaknefs of his Creatures, 
and adapts his various Laws to their va- 
rious Situation and Capacity. ? 

At 



? Ac the Time of the Migratidir <of r the 1 
Jews from Egypt, the- whofcr Wortd 1 was 
funk in Idolatry. They alone : were :)i bTefi 
fed with the Knowledge -of ih6tme'<36&. 
Yet even they were peiftfttfally tdipihi 
into the. Abfucdities of ifdol •- Worfliip. 
Hence that Load of peeulku-'^rembntes 
was impoied on them ? all tending by va- 
rious Means to one great" End i that of 
keeping them pure from Idolatry, of fe- 
.parating them from the Worfliip of the 
Pagan Nations that furrounded them, and 
confirming them in that of the true God. 
;To.thi*,End;the Temple was built, and 
She,. Worfliip eftablifhed at Jerufalm; 
hither the whole Nation was obliged to 
vreCsrt. at ftated • Times, to prevent their 
fjfiLelaf»fe.inta Idolatry. 
m (The Samaritans wert aSaftwho had 
divided fram, the jfewuij -and for 'the fame 
,Ends.had buil$ a.Teoqtfe* on M;©um Ge~ 
■twt'w n w_hete% they iikawifef 4 periodically 
performed the CeremDiHwe enjoined by the. 
rJLaw. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Ceremo&ies, and this Separation 
*>f the Jews from the Gentilefe, were de* 
iigned by Providence to be continued till 
the Coming of Chrift. But now a glo-» 
rious Change was to take Place. The 
World Was now prepared* by higher De* 
grees of Knowledge, for the Reception 
of the Gofpel. This was the Hour ap* 
pointed for the Sun of Righteoufnefs to 
rife, for his Light to be fpread oyer the 
Face of the whole Earth. Every Circuit 
ftance and Ceremony was now to be done 
away, that tended to keep up the for* 
mer Separation ; nothing to be eftabli Aied, 
fave what tended to a general Union of 
Mankind; and the peculiar, the local, 
and periodical Worihip of Jerufalem, tp 
be fwallowed up in that more fpiritual 
Difpenfation, which was defigned to pro- 
duce univerfal Peace and Charity.— And 
now we (hall only need to repeat the 
Paflagc before us, in order to difcover at 
once its. Meaning and Propriety. The Wo- 
man of Samaria, defirous of Information, 

fays 
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fays to Jefus, « Our Fathers worfhiped 
f * in this Mountain i and ye fay, that in^- + 
" rufalem is the Place where Men ought to 
" worfhip. Jefus faid unto her, Wotfian, 
" believe me, the Hour cometh, when ye 
* c fhall neither in this Mountain, nor at 
« Jerufalem, worfhip the Father. — The 
" Hour cometh, and now is, when the 
*' true Worfhipers fhall worfhip the Father 
" in Spirit and in Truth ; for the Father 
if feeketh fuch to worfhip him/' 

But, as, in avoiding one Extreme, it hath 
tob generally beefi the Fate of Mankind 
to fly to its Oppofite; fo here, this De- 
claration, which implies only the Abolition 
of the ceremonial Law, and the Eftablifh- 
ment of a more pure and fpiritual Worfhip, 
hath frequently been mifinterpreted into 
an exprefs Command againft all , external 
Ceremonies and publick Religion. Not 
only unlettered Enthufiafts have often 
fallen into this Extreme j but we have heard 
one of Reputation and Abilities declare, 
that Chriftianity is " no more than a 
N kind 
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kind of divine Philofophy exifting in the 
'Mind," 

.And indeed were Men in the Condition 
of Angels, this might, for ought we know, 
be true : but while we are in our prefent, 
more imperfeft, and embody'd State, it 
will be found necefiary, on impartial En- 
quiry, to call in Externals ta our Aid, if 
we would indeed accomplish that great 
Purpofe> of worshiping God in Spirit and 
in Truth. Let us therefore, proceed to the 
Proof of this > and from this Proof will 
evidently appear the Efficacy, the Necef- 
fity of publick Religion, and the Reafon- 
ablenefs' of this Day's Solemnity. 

ijt. Therefore, the public Inftitutionfr 
df Religion are neceffaryj becaufe, with- 
out publick Religion, Mankind in general 
would relapfe into a State of Barbarifm r 
and a total Forgetfulnefa of all Religion. 
J believe, iti is no Breach of Truth or 
-Charity td affirm, -that a great Part of 
Mankind are fo deeply immerfed in B«fi- 
nefe or Pleafure, that they fcldom turn 
. their 
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Thoughts to God* feldom fecolledl either 
iheir Obligations to him, or their DepfeacP 
ance on him, .fave only when they are 
drawn by the ftated Returns of public 
Worfhip. Some indeed arc fo hardened 
and unhappy, as to be Proof againft every 
Call: But much greater Numbers are 
fway'd by the arbitrary Power of Cuftom : 
and yield to the Rules of Decency, when 
they would fcorn thofe of Duty. Now 
among this Number, there are none per- 
haps who receive not at leaft fome tempo- 
rary Impreflions of Religion ; which tho' 
they work not their entire and full J£ffe&, 
tho* they be fbon choaked by the Cares and 
Pleafures of the World, yet keep thofe 
Cares and Pleafure at a Stand, and prevent 
them fron* fwallowing up the Soul in a 
total Degeneracy* Others there are, no 

v Doubt, who by their Appearance here, are 
happilyTurprized into a Senfe of Piety and 
Religion; whofe callous Hearts are foften'd 

, and prepared for tl)£ Impreflions of divine 

Grace, by the Solemnity of publick Wor- 

N 2 /hip i 
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fhip; tfrhacome deaf to 6very Call but thtft 
of Decency and Cuftom j but depart with 
a better. Senfe of Things upori their Mind, 
nrtfzed from their Lethargy of . Soul, to 
liften to the warning Voice, which bids 
them return to the right Way, and walk 
in it. 

2dly. Even among thofe who in their 
private Devotions are moft fincere j external 
Ads and Ceremonies, when properly con- 
ducted, become real Afliftances. There 
is that ftrong and mutual Connexion be- 
tween the Body and the Soul * between the 
Senfes and Imagination, the Paffions and 
the Reafon of Mankind, that they uni- 
formly a<3: and re-a<9: upon each other; 
and by this mutual Rebound, work EfFe<3:s 
which to a common Eye may feem almoft 
miraculous. Is it not a general and a juft 
Complaint, that the Mind of Man is drawn 
forcibly down from the Contemplation of 
jdivine Things, by the Allurements of the 
.outward Senfes ? What Leffons of Mora- 
lity have been given on this important 
_ Topic i 
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Topic ? How often and how powerfully 
have Mankind been exhorted to avoid every 
inviting Temptation of Sight and Hearing; 
becaufe thefe, working on the Imaginations 
and Paffions of Mankind, do inevitably 
fink the Soul in every fenfual Excefs ? 
Now fo it hath happened, that many of 
thefe pious Moralifts, not penetrating into 
the full Extent of the human Frame, have 
branded the Senfes and Imagination, as the 
natural Enemies of all Virtue ; forgetting 
that, by a proper Application, they might 
be inlifted in her Service j and happily con- 
verted into ftajtural Inftruipejits of the 
nobleft Purpofes <?f Religion, For as many 
Objects of Senfe tencj tQ debafe the Mind, 
fo there are others which no lefs tend to 
exalt it, Hence indifferent Things gain 
their Efficacy : For as the Soul, in common 
Life, is too generally drawn down by 
earthly Objedts ; fo, it is the Province of 
publick . Religion to counterwork their 
Operations, and elevate the Mind tQ (he 
Contemplation of divine Things, by ex- 

N 3 ternal 
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ternal and foleran Inftitutions. Thus, thfc 
appointed Times of Worfhip will naturally 
put us in Mind of the Importance of that 
Work we are called to : The Grandeur, 
awful Silence, and Solemnity of the Houfe 
of God, when we enter into it, will natu- 
rally awaken thofe Impreflions of Love audi 
Gratitude, thofe Sentiments of Humility 
and Submiflion, which are the proper 
Foundations of unfeigned Devotion. The 
humble Pofture of kneeling in Prayer,*^ 
of {landing up with a more afiured Re- 
verence when we praife our Maker,-— the 
giving Voice and Accent both to our 
Prayers and Praifes, — all thefe, as they 
are the natural Efforts of the Soul work* 
ing on the Body 3 fo, by a Rebound on the 
Imagination,, they raife the Soul to new 
and higher Degrees of Fervour, tending 
to fix more warm and lafting Impreflions 
K)f Devotion and Virtue on the Heart. 

^d!y. Befides thefe great EfFedfcs, we 
TUttft not forget the powerful Influence of 
Example in the Publick Worfhip of God. 
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By Example X r^can not only that which 
works by Shame of Emulation, nor only 
that which awakens cool Reflection in the 
Mind, by both which Religion and Piety 
are indeed often- promoted s Bqt I mean 
that Sympathy of Soul fo ftrongiy preva- 
lent in human Nature, which, like Fire 
Among combuftible Matter, immediately 
riins thro' the Mafs, converting the whole 
into its own Likenefs. The Paffions are 
contagious. Fear, Hope, Grief, Jdy, Ex*- 
iiltation, and Rapture, fhining forth in the 
Countenance of our Fellow-creatures, ftrike 
jthemfelves into our Hearts, and awaken 
£on;eipondent Feelings in the SouL Thus 
the Sight of a Congregation ferioufly united 
in Worfhip, does naturally infpire additi- 
onal Degrees of Piety and Reverence, Every 
Individual at once gives and receives new 
fervours of Devotion ; a • Devotion fair 
more animated than can eafily bg raifed in 
the Retirement of the Clofet. We be- 
come more ardent in Prayer ; more atten- 
tive in hearing : and when the Voices, of 
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the Congregation join with the Inftnjment 
of divine Praife, and the Powers of Har- 
mony, our Hearts are doubly warmed with 
Gratitude, and then indeed 'do we worfhip 
the Lord in the Beauty of Holinefs. 

Ajhly. Tho' each of thefe EfFe&s, when 
feparately confidered,_are of great Weight \ 
yet when united, they receive ftill higher 
Degrees of Ufefulnefs and Efficacy, espe- 
cially when enforced by the Power of 
Gufiom. Thofe Places, Atftiops, Cere- 
monies, Poftijres, Forms of Worfhip, to 
which we have been long accuftomed, and 
to which we have habitually joined the 
Ideas of Reverence, Piety, San&ity, Gra- 
titude, and Devotion, thefe, I fay, will al- 
ways affe6t us in the moft warm and 'ef- 
fectual Manner. This arifes from a Quality 
in the Soul, called in the Language of Phi- 
lofophers, the Power of AJJbciation ; thro* 
which the Imagination by. repeated Ait? 
joins Things together, which in themfelyes 
are feparate : but I chufe rather to call it 
\>y the more intelligible Name of Cuftom, 

Thro* 
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Thro* this frequent Repetition therefore^ 
every accuftomed Place and Form of Wor«? 
fhip WQrks a ftronger Effect on the Soul; 
in Companion of which, any new adopted 
Form appears dead and powprlef§. To 
thofe, the Imagination more forcibly joins 
the Ideas of Reverence md Sanctity >, and 
is thence more effectually ftirred up to 9 
Fervency pf Devotion. 

And now, fliall Inced to explain to ypq 
the Propriety and Reafonablenefs of thia 
Day's Solemnity ? Its Pefign is, « By % 
€€ legal, folemn, and publick A&, to fe- 
ff parate this Place from common Uies, 
" and confecrate it to the publick Worfhip 
" of Almighty God." Not that we can 
bring down or confine the Immcnfity of 
the Godhead to the narrow Circuit of thefe 
Walls i that God, who dw?lleth not in 
temples made with Hands ; whom even 
the mighty Temple of the Univerfe, the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain ! $ut 
by this peculiar and folemn Deftination, it 
is naturally fitted to ftrike the human 

Mind| 
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Mind with additional Degrees of A We and 
Reverence. This Fad hath been fo uni* 
veriafiy acknowledged, that all Ages and 
Nations according to their Apprehenfion* 
of Religion, have concurred in the Practice 
ef Confccration. Yet die true Keafon 
hath not always been apprehended : It hath 
often been pra&ifed on fuperftitious Moi 
tives. But the Practice, as here explained,, 
and here performed, is not the Effeft of a 
weak Superftition, as hath been blindly 
luggefted of late by fome, who neither 
tmderftood human Nature nor themfefres. 
It is the natural an4 gentikie Reftik fiprii 
the Conftitution of the human Frame ; . 
which, as it always annexes the. Ideas of 
Horror and Deteftatron to t&ofe Places, 
where any notorious and execrable A£t of 
Wickednefs hath been committed; fo it 
naturally joins the Impreffions of Reverence 
and devout Refpedt to thofe which have 
been folemnly dedicated to Religion and 
Virtue. Let us appeal therefore to Expe- 
rience. Would any Man chufe for the 

Place 
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Place of his Devotions a Dungeon, the 
Habitation ef Criminals, or a Den, the 
Receptacle of Thieves and Robbers? 
Would he chufe to purify his Mind in ihp 
Places where the impure and polluted 
Scenes of Drunkennefs, Lewdnefe, and 
Debauchery are daily a&ed? Would not 
the Confcioufnefs of thefe Abominations 
ftrilfe upon his Soul, mix itfelf with every 
exalted and heavenly Contemplation, and 
like a muddy Stream falling into clear 
Waters, debafe and contaminate their na- 
tive Purity ? Now in a Place fet apart by 
folemn Destination to divine Worfhip, an 
Effedfc the very Reverie of this takes Place, 
Every Objedt that prefents itfelf, brings 
along with it fome Idea, fooie Image, fomc 
awakening Circumftapce of Sanctity or 
Virtue. As thefe flow in, the Soul diverts 
itielf of cvtry turbulent and unquiet Paf- 
fion: Debauchery and Prophanwefe are 
check'd in their Career; Hypocrify re- 
lents; Cruelty fjbands fubdued; anil Re* 
venge, for a- while, forgets its Nature. The 

Soul, 
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Souk thus clcanfcd from its vicious Incli* 
nations, becomes prepared for the Recep-* 
tion of every heavenly Influence. That 
God, to whom this facred Place is now 
dedicated, though every where and at all 
Times prefent, becomes here more inti- 
mately prefent to the Mind, Here the 
Love of* a Saviour, by frequent and folemn 
pommempration, becomes the natural Ob- 
ject of our Meditations and Gratitude. 
Here we more warmly acknowledge, and 
by that Acknowledgement acquire ftiH 
higher Portions of the divine Spirit of 
Grace. Here the Virtues of Faith and 
Hope^ I^eeknefs and Forgivenefs, Good- 
will and Charity, like fo many Meffengers 
from Heaven fent down to conduft us 
thither, meet us at our Entrance ; infufing 
into our Hearts Peace and Joy, fuch as the 
World cannot give. In a Word, every 
Objeft that we fee or hear, works a ftrong 
BfFe& on the human Frame ; and con- 
fpires to elevate the Soul, from the Love 
(^earthly Things, to the Fruition o£.Gbd 

an.4 
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and Virtue. Such then is the Nature and! 
Reafqnablenefs of this Day's Solemnity. A 
Solemnity adapted to the Frame and Ca- 
pacities of Man. Angels, perhaps, need 
not ft cop. to it: Brutes cannot rife to it. 
Eut the Man who feels not its Influence, 
muft he either Angel or Brute ; muft be 
above or below the Condition of Humanity* 

In Confequence of thefe Truths, give 
me now Leave to add fome few Obferva- 
tiOns. 

\ft. Having thus fixed the Nature and 
End of, external Inftitutions, and fhewn 
that they are only the proper and appoint- 
ed Means of worfhiping God more effectu- 
ally in Spirit and in Truth, we (hall now 
eafily difcover the dangerous Effeds of 
thinking too highly of them. From this 
Extreme hath arifen the Folly of vowing 
long and tedious Pilgrimages, as a Thing 
meritorious in the Sight of God. A Jour- 
ney to Mecca is almoft the one Thing ne- 
ceflary in the Mahometan Religion: A 
Voyage to Jerufalem was no lefs fo, in the 
? dark 
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dark and ftiperftitious Ages of Chriftjanity* 
A Pilgrimage to Loretto is ftill a Matter 
of Importance within the Circuit of the 
Roman Church* All thefe feem to be ab- 
Turd and groundlefs Imitations of the peri- 
odical Worfhip at the Temple of Jeru- 
fakm : For which indeed there was a fub- 
ftantial Reafon, as explained above ; but 
which ceafed to cxift on the Eftablifhment 
of Chriftianity* Yet, in Spite of our Sa- 
viour's preventing Admonition, the moft 
diftant Inhabitants of Europe muflt needs 
worfhip the Father at Jerufalem: The 
Effedts of this abfurd Imitation were fuch 
as might naturally be expe&ed. The Pil- 
grimage; having no Tational End, was itfelf 
raifed into, the Catalogue of meritorious 
Anions ; and, With the common Pride and 
Infolence of Ufiirpers, expelled thofe red 
Virtues which ought ever t6 reign in the 
human Heart. Purity of Manners was 
banished, to make Way for Licetrtiouf- 
rtcft ; and . perfecuting v Zeal fupplanted 
ChriMaiv Charity; The ; PflgtSraaget aw 

Crufade 
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Crofade attoned for all : In Proof of which 
I need only refer «you to the Hiftory of 
thofe vagrant Times. This, indeed, is the 
natural Confequence of over-rating the 
Externals of Religion. For where pofi- 
tive Inftitutions are miftaken for real Vir- 
tues y and refted in, not as Means but as 
Ends, they will ever be laid hold of by 
felf-deceiving Men, as an 'Atonement for 
the Guilt of indulged Appetites : Thu* 
outward Pomp takes Place of inward' Piety * 
and the idle Fopperies of an unmeaning 
Devotion are made facred at the Expence 
of true Holinefs and Virtue. This Ex- 
treme is no lefs dtftru&ive to Charity than 
common Morals. Hence hath often flowed 
that Bittemefs of Spirit fc common among 
religious Sefts; for, miftaking the true End 
of their refpeftive Inftitutions, either thro* 
Ignorance or Pr ide, and giving the Sandion 
df-the divine Authority to their own Efta- 
bfi&ments, they have not faikd to brand 
Jeach <a$er with the moftr odious Name* 5 
and ronduit themfelrcs^ with fuch riiutual 
1 i Hatred 
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Hatred and Uncharitableftefs, as became 4 
Reproach to that Religion they prafefled. 

zdfy. As many have erred in thinking 
too highly of the Externals of Religion > 
fo others have erred, in too lightly regard- 
ing them: This hath happened, fome- 
times out of a Spirit of Contempt, and 
Ibmetimes from miiguided Caution. There 
is a certain Spirit of Contempt, generally 
prevalent among thofe who would afpire 
to the Chara&er of Philofophers without t 
the Drudgery of Thinking, Among thefe 
Men (which, we know, aboupd in the pre- 
fent, and probably have abounded in every 
Age) external Institution of every Kind 
paffeth for a Thing of nought. They de- 
fpife the Outworks of Society, alike in 
Politics and Religion.. Yet they might 
do well to confider, that Things in them- 
felves indifferent may, by mutual Content, 
as we have feen, become the natural Means 
of advancing pure Religion. They might 
do well to confider, that although thefe 
particular Meaps are no where prefcribed ; 
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jet, that whoever £0 lightly accounts of 
thefe Institutions, as to defpife, negledt, ot 
violate them* does indeed and virtually 
tranlgrefs the Laws. of God; becaufe he 
obftru&s that which is the End of every 
divine Command, the common Happinefs 
of Mankind. — With Regard to thofe that 
have erred in this Extreme from a Prin- 
ciple of mifguided Caution it needs only 
be obferyed, that they form to themfelves 
a wrong Idea of themfelves and human Na- 
ture. That fpiritual Devotion does by no 
Means exclude bodily Worfhip : That, on 
the contrary, the one is neceflarily height- 
ened by the other, thro* the Arid* Union of 
Soul with Body : That they are vainly at^ 
tempting to reverfe the Order of Provi- 
dence, and labouring to raife themfelves 
from their embodied State, to that of pure 
Intellect, before the appointed Time : That 
by this they rob themfelves of thofe real 
Advantages which the God of Nature hath 
ordained, while they refute to call in the 
Sertfes and Imagination, as the natural Aids 
pf true and fpiritual Worfhip. * . 

9ft. 



198 On Externals iii Retigm. 

$dty. We ritay hteffr obfarye And admirt} 
the WifHorti and Excellence of Chriftiattity, 
in not appointing its Ptofdytts thfc Ofefef * 
ranee of any particular Fofrrii of Rites djf 
Ceremonies. The Jewiftl Ceifenioftia! % Law 
being appropriated to the Ufe of di» 
People, aflembled in bn6 pl&rt, tending 
only to die Purpofe of a tenipofary Sepa* 
ration, had in thefe Refpe&i its rfelativ^ 
Propriety and Excellence On the con- ' 
trary, the Chriftian Religion, being de£* 
tined for the Service of all Mankind, of 
every Age and Nation, near and remote, 
civilized and barbarous ; hath, with equal 
Wifdom, left the Inftitutioh of external 
Ceremonies to the Cohfeht and Various 
Circumftances of different TTimes and Na- 
tions. Thus every Country has the Power 
of fuiting them to the Climate, Cuftoms, 
Tempera, and Manners of its People. 
Whejreas, had they been delineated and 
.prefcribed with the Rigour of a local Re- 
ligion, .they muft often have clafhed "with 
the prevailing Maners of a Nation, and 

greatly 
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jpeady obftru&ed the Completion of Chri- 
stianity. 

4tbly, From the Principles laid down 
above, we may draw a powerful Argument 
in Favour of mutual Forbearance and Mo» 
•deration among religious Se&s, We have " 
ieen that the Forms of religious Worfliip 
derive a Part of their Force from Cuftom. 
That thofe Places, A&ions, Poftures,Forms, 
juid Ceremonies, to which the Mind hath 
been accuftomed, and to which it hath ha* 
ibitually joined the Ideas of Reverence and 
Devotion, will always have a ftronger Ef- 
fed, than they can poflibly work on him 
who is yet a Stranger to thecn* Every re- 
ligious Seft, therefore, rouft ever view its 
pwn peculiar Inftitutions in a more advan- 
tageous kight, than any other can poflibly 
behold them. Habit gives them an addi- 
tional Force and Eflicacy, which none,, who 
have not been fubjeft to that Habit, pan 
poflibly comprehend. It throws a kind of 
Radiance or Glory round them; giving 
them the Luftre of fomething facred and 
$vine ; Were this honeft and laudable 

O 2 Partiality 
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Partiality rightly apprehended arid confi- 
dered, and as duly moderated as it ip na«? 
, "tural and ftrong, it would furely tend XO> 
foften thofe mutual Expreflions of Cont 
tempt and Hatred, ib freely beftawed on 
each other by religious Parties > , It is a Par- 
tiality natural to us as Men ; highly i laud r 
able, fo far a$ it heightens our own Deyo? 
tions; but-deferves the fevereft Reproofs, 
when it prefumes to intrude upon the. De- 
votions of our Neighbour. 

$tbly. Therefore, inftead of judging un- 
charitably of others, let us rather take 
Heed, that, in the Exercife of our own 
moft excellent Inftitutiqns. we conduQ; our- 
felves in that decent and becoming Manner^ 
as may raife our Souls to the true and ipi- 
ritual Worihip recommenced by our Sa- 
viour. So far- as Parties concerned may be 
allowed to judge, we have the ftrongeft 
Reafons to believe, that no Forms of Wor- 
ship hitherto eftabliflied among Men, can 
better anfwer thefe great Purpofes than our 
own. That none; excel them in united 
Dignity, Simplicity, Solemnity, and Pow- 



er* 



On Exierriats in Religion*. 201 

eK NotwitHftariding this, if they be negli- 
gently or abftordly conducted, they at once 
lofe thtir Nfttfirfc and Efficacy jfof external 
Forms *beifrg addfeifled to the Senfes, their 
whole 'Fb'rce tick in a becoming Conduct 
of theifeL If ti&rfefore the Minifters of the 
Word betray aiiy Indecency, either of 
Meahnefs or Fopf>6ry > in Habit, Speech, 
6lr Geftufe-^-if ftrey prefer the Petitions of 
the Congregation, or read, or preach, in 
an indolent and lifelefs Manner— or if, in 
the oppofite Extreme, they affe<ft an idle 
t)ifplay of their own Abilities or Elo- 
quence, inftead pf thofe unaffedted Strains 
which command the Reafori, and, warm 
the Heart — if the Congregation aflembled 
ihall forget the Ends of their coming— if 
inftead of Reverence and Devotion they 
difcoyer Indifference and Inattention — if 
inftead of thofe decent Compofures of 
Body prescribed by the Church, they in- 
dulge themfelves in all the Variety of lazy 
Poftures — or turn this facred Place into a 
Scene of untimely Mirth and Wantonnefs* 

o 3 —u 
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—If thcfc Things, I fay, be done, Whaf# 
in the Name of God, what fhall we be 
bettered by our moft excellent Inftitutions? 
—In Truth they ceafe to be good, when 
they are til adminifter'd, or ill attended to. 
And the moft defe&ive Forms of Worflrip, 
"when feriotrfly and folemnly performed,, 
are of more Value in the Sight of God, 
than the moft perfect, when abufed or 
negledted, 

Lajily. Let us, above all, take Care that 
our devout Exercifes may have their proper 
Eflfedt on our Lives and Actions* Without 
this, our ftri&eft Obfervance of them, 
eithef in public or in private, is vain, and 
even an Abomination in the Sight of God * 
Their Defign, we have feen, is for the 
Improvement of our Minds in Piety and 
Virtue : If they have not thefe Efle&s upon 
us, it were even fcandalous to boaft that 
we enjoy the Benefit of them. By this, 
we ftand felf-condemned ; and awow our- 
felves wicked, in fpite of the beft Aflift- 
ances. Peace, and Piety, and Virtue, are 
the Ends of all Religion ; and our Saviour's 
x Declaration 
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Declaration authorizeth us to affirm, that 
one Form df Worfhip can only be preferred 
to another, as it contributes more to thefe 
great Ends* Let the Excellence of ours, 
therefore, fhine out in its Effe&s : fo fhall 
Men know it by its Fruits. As we have 
the beft Affiftancesi fo let us make the beft 
Ufe of them* This will, indeed be no 
imaginary Diftin&ioni It is & noble Pre- 
heminence, to be the firft in Virtue. So 
(hall we truly become, above all others, 
God's peculiar People, when, above all o-» 
thers, we become zealous of good Works. 
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NATURAL DUTY 

O F A 

PERSONAL SERVICE, &c. 



i Cor. xiL 24, 25* 
— But God hath tempered the Body together f 
—That there Jhould be no Schifm in the 
Body ; hut thai the Members Jhould have 
the fame Care one for another. 

THE Duties which we owe to each 
other, may be properly divided into 
two Claffes, The firft Clafc confifts of 
thofe which Individuals owe to each other 
as private Men, in the common Inftances 
of Juftice and Charity; And thefe are 
called moral Duties. 

The 
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The fecond Clafs cohfifts of the Duties j 
Which we owe to each other* as Members 
of the fame Society i Thefe are of 'a more 
important Nature than the other ^ihaf* 
muck as any Breach of them does more 
immediately affedt the Peace and Welfare 
of the whole Community to which vd b&* 
long : And thefe are called- civil fcutics, or 
Duties which we owe to our Fellow-Citi^ 
sens or Countrymen* • 

The moral Duties, or fuch as particular 
Men owe to each other, are the tiioft com- 
mon Subjedtof Inftru&ion and Exhortation 
from the Pulpit ; and this, for a very ob~ 
1 vious Reafon; becaufe the Violation of thefe 
is much more common than of the Duties 
which we owe to our Fellow-Citizens and 
our Country.. The Occafioiis of Intercourfe 
between Man and Man are daily and infi- 
nite; the Means of evading Juftice are 
often known ; the Criminal may be either 
too ftrong or too cunning for the Injured : 
The.Puniftiments, in many Cafes, are not* 
fufficient to intimidate Offenders. . • . On 

the 
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the other Hand, where Men are fo bold 
as to- think of rebelling againft the publick 
Laws of their Country, the whole Qom- 
munity of Courfe becomes their Enemy : 
They can never be too ftrong, and but 
feldom too cunning for the Injured $ and 
the Ppnifhment, beiog no lefs than that of 
Peath, is fufficient in mqft Cafes to over* 
awe the moft defperate and daring Mind* 
However, we want not Inftances of bold 
and open' Violations of this great Duty, 
of Obedience to the publick Laws of our 
Country. And, as the facred Scripture hath 
recorded feveral of thefe ; fb it hath occas- 
ionally given us the moft expreis Com- 
mands; inforcing our Obedience to the 
eftablifhed Conftitution, 00 the Principles 
of Religion. We are commanded to ho- 
nour and obey the King ; and this-, for the ( 
very beft and jufteft Reafoi* that can be 
affigned, becaufe he is the Minifter of God* 
for Good. We are commanded, not to re-, 
jijt the Ordinances of God, but to btJUbjeSi* 
not only for Wrath (not only from the Fear 

* of 
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civil Puniflimcnt) but for Confcience Sale ; 
And are exprefcly told, that they who do 
Ytfijt* jhatt receive to themfelves Damnation, 
* So much is faid, as an Apology (if any^ 
can be needful) foj: my chufing this, as 
Ithe Subjeft erf the prefent Dlfcpurfe. For 
it appears from hence, that the great Duty 
of Obedience to the Laws and Conftitu T 
tkms of our Country, is to be infbrced by 
the San<5tion6 of Religion.. 

The Pi&ure drawn by the Apoftle (in 
the, Chapter from whence my Text is 
taken) is perhaps one of the fineft and 
jufteft Representations of a Society, that 
ever flowed Fron* the Pen of a»y Writer. 
«• Tie Botfy" (faith he) <« is not one Member, 
*< but many f— If the whole were the Eye, 
€t where were the Rearing ? If the whole 
* € were Hearing* where were the Sme fling? 
€t But now hath Godfet the Members, every 
*< one oftbefa in the Body, 4$ if hathpleafed 
** him. —And the 'Eye cannot fay unto the; 
«* Hand, I have no Need of *Tbee: Nor 
*' again, the Head to the Feet, I have nq 

« Need 



of a FerfonaJ Service, tec. an 

ft Need of pu.—But God hath tempered the 
<* Body together y~-tbat there Jhould be M 
« Schifm in the Body ; hut that the Mem- 
it hers Jhould haw the fame Care, me for 
f* another" 

In my following Difcourfe upon thefe 
Words, therefore, I fliall, 

J. As briefly and as clearly as I can, ex- 
plain the Ufc and Neceffity of.thofe va- 
rious Ranks of Society, which are here £o 
finely painted under the Image of the ffe- 
yeral Members of the natural Body. 

II. I (hall, in the fame Manner, en- 
' deavour to point out the natural Duties 
which thefe various Ranks owe to ^ach 
other: . 

And, laftly, I fhall make fome Appli- 
cations, which may concern us all, upon 
Occafion of a late unhappy Injurre&ion* 
which, if it had not been timely and re- 
folutely quelled, might have been fatal to 
the wbgk Kingdom. 

I. I fluff 
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I. I ihall explain the Ufefulnefs and 
Neceflity of the various Ranks into which 
Societies are formed. 

That the Generality of Mankind niuft 
confift of thofe who are deftined to Labour 
for the Subfiftence and Support of All, is a 
]Ppint fo plain as ftands nof in Need of any 
particular Proof. To labour and Induftry 
we owe all the Conveniences, nay almoft all 
"the Necejaries of Life. I3y theife alone we 
gain our Food and Raiment, with all thofe 
outward Th* n g s which contribute to ren- 
der Life agreeable. Without Labour and 
Induftry, therefore, we muft all perifli; or 
elfe betake ourfelves to the Woods, diflblve 
the- Ties of Society, and mingle with the 
Beafts of the Field. 

Thus it is clearly ncceflary, that many 
{hould be deftined to Labour, for the Sup- 
port of All : And it is no lefs evidently 
neceflary, for the lame good Purpofes qf 
Society, that others fhould be exempted 
from it. That fome fhould be fet apart* 
for the Government and Injtruffion of Man- 

kind, 
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kincf, ii a Point which ho Man, poflefled 
of common Senfc, will deny. If foi then 
it is evident, that tbefe ought to be ex* 
empted from the Toils of bodily Labour, 
that they may have Leifure to apply them- 
felves with Diligence, and acquit them-* 
felves With Honour in their irefpeBhe Sta- 
tions* The Conftitution of Laws* the 
Admifiiftration of Juftice, the Inftruftioa 
©f Mankind in the great Duties of Mo- 
rality and Religion, are Things of fuch Im- 
1 port&nce and Difficulty, as require a long 

and conftant Application in thofe who 
would arrive at any^ competent Degree of 
Ability in them* But if All ftiould pretend 
to Government i and All to InJIruSlion, what 
could be the Confequence, but Ignorance 
in the One and Confufion in the Other? 
" Ctftf flk J5//W (faith our Saviour) lead 
'< the Blind? Shall they net both fall into 
"the Ditch?" 

Hence then appears the Neceffify of a 
Variety and Subordination of Ranks 5 that 
the Generality of Mankind may labour in 

P their 
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thdf 'refyefti^e^GiiHirigs/ for the*foj5£fl*f 
of Jill : And that thd Few may bfc exetbft 
fiotA tbie Labour of the Hands; and allotted 
to that of Ac Ifcfc/, for the Ends of G&* 
vermneni and InjiriiStion. • ' 

'From thefe tta6 plain Principles, evi- 
dent to every Man of dromtnori Senfe, will 
, naturally refutt the mutual Duties which 
thefe different Ranks owe to each other : 
Which w» 

II. Tlie fetond Thing I propofed to lay 
Before you* 

The. great general Duty, therefore, 
which the governing Part of Society owe 
to the governed, or the inferior Ranks, is 
that of Protection : Of Protection from In- 
jury, in their Lives, their Freedom, and 
their Property. In moft Countries, ex- 
cept our own, this great Duty is admini- 
'ftred in a very defe&ive Manner: The 
arbitrary Will of the Prince, or of his Fa- 
vourites, often dejtroy that Protection which 
they ought to give: But under our moft 
excellent and unrivalled Conftitution, the 

Bent 
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Jated for the general Pretention and Ha$>pi~ 
ntfs of die Public : And thefe moft excel* 
lent Laws are adminiftred by a King, who 
hath not only declared from $h©Thn>ne f 
«< that the Rights and Liberties of his 
** People are equally dear to him with the 
jnoft valuable Prerogatives of his Crown/' 
but hath likewifa given a recent and film- 
ing Proqf, that this noble Declaration will 
be the Rule of his Conduct towards bis 
admiring and grateful Subje&s. 

Protection, therefore, being the great 
general Duty of the governing Part of 
every Society j it naturally follows, that 
Obedience is jno lefs the Duty of the private 
or inferior Ranks who are governed* For 
he who rebels againft that Power who/w- 
te&s him, and not only him but the whole 
Society, deftroys (as far as in him lies) all 
thofe happy Effects which good Govern- 
ment naturally produces* He breaks that 
great Chain of Power, which had .been 
formed for the Security of the publick 
P % Happinefs • 
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Happinefs : He opens a I?oor for Difordfy 
anfiltapine, -for Murder and Mdjfacrei ; hfi 
iets £v6ry Man againil his Brother; and 
if\>ther$ ire w£ak or wicked enough to be 
j^raWn in by his jbehticioua Example, be^ 
C&in6s the Infthitnent of Hell, in making 
hfe Country a Scene of Blood and general 
Qefolatibn. i Here then we fee the Reafcpf 
why tfre are commianded, w/ to refifi. the 
Ordinances if Q.ody but to be fufy'eff, got 
enfy for. Wrath 'bu$ for K Confidence Safe: 
Here we fee the r Reafons why Rebellion 
againft, the Laws of our Coontry is the, 
^r-eateft of all Crimes, and why it is &t± 
clared^in. Scripture, that tfay t .ivho. refiji} 
Jha/r receive to themfelvet Damnation. . ., 
■„. The general Duty of Obedience being 
thus manifeftly incumbent on all j therp ,i% 
one particular Duty, which *our prefent, 
Circumftances lead me to point out, in a 
♦ more particular Manner. 

As it appears the Duty of Governors to 

protect the (Governed ; fo this Prote#ioii 

extends not only to the Prevention of fiich 

x Injuries 
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f muries as Qne Man may jece;ve fron>'aap- 
ther: bftt likewife of fuch Injuries as thfe 
whole State or Kingdom Xr&y reseda frofS| 
another State or Kingdom, with which it 
is at War. * Jfn this Cafe, therefore, Pror 
tectum cannot be.given to xh6 whole, with* 
out.thS O0fa1en.ce, and not only the Obe+ 
dience but the perfonal AJfiJiance of the In*, 
divlduals : Therefore the Magistrate hath 
a Right to the perfoual Service of every 
Member of the State, for the Defence ah4 
Security of the Whole. ' This Right axifeth 
in ihe cledrdft Manner, 1 from the Nature 
arid £bn<i&Oh of Man/" 1 Every iiidividuai 
Man hath^a Right, or, to fpfeak more pro- 
perly, ii indeed under a Duty, of $etf-pre~ 
Jervatiortznd Defence : 1% is the firft great 
Law of Nature: And as no Man lasa 
Right to deftrojr his own Life, fo neither 
hath he a Right to fiibmit it to DeftruoT 
tion by an Enemy, without exerting all 
poflible Refinance. What is thus a ria* 
tural Duty, is no lefs the natural Inclina-. 
fipn of all Men ; there being no rational 
P 3 Creature 
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Creature ib? ftupid, as not to be pdflefied 
with ^n unalterable Abhorrence, agairift 
Jpfiin* <* Slavery* or Death. Suppofe then 
that two Men have agreed >or leagued to- 
gether for e^ch other's iputual Protection 
and Support : Gan either <if thefe {in Cdij? 
of an Attack from a, common Enemy) afc- 
firm ttiat he hath a Right to fculk'fron* 
Danger, and leave his Friend and Ptfly to 
the Mercy of a fuperior Force ? Of if 
he does, can he ever in Reaibn defies 

\ the future Vroteftion of Him whom he 
hath fo bafely deferted ? Suppofe then th$ 
Number of thofe who league together to 
be increafed to c Ten x or ten Ttboufand 4 or 
ten Millions : ftiH the reciprocal Duty of 
mutual AJfiJlance and Defence remains »«• 
altered: And it is impoflible for any Man 

* tojfhake it off, who has either Life* or J%r-? 

* Jfbn, or Freedom, or Property to defend. 

For any Man to fay in this Cafe, tfyat he 

has no Efiate to defend ; and therefore 

" let thofe defend their Eftates who have 

«? them;" is a Kind of Language which 

can 
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jqan hardly come from an froneft Heart, 
junlefs accompanied with a Head more 
weak than ordinary. For which, I befeech 
you, does every Man value moft, — His 
MJlate ?nd outward Fortune, or his Life, 
bk Limbs, and liberty? No Man will 
hefitate a Moment in his Choice; but every 
^Man declare that he prefers the latter; 
«becaule without Life, Limbs, and Freedom, 
all other PofeJJions are void of Wortb. 
Every Man therefore, as having Life, Per- 
Jon, and Liberty to defend, is pofleffed of a 
, Property more valuable than all theEftates 
in the World ; becaufe he would rather 
.part with any EJiate, than be deprived of 
thefe- Hence therefore afifcs the «niverfal 
Duty of a perfonal Service in every Mem~ 
|>er of the State, for the Defence of hi$ 
Life, Per/on, and Liberty $ without any 
Regard had to the Difference qf Wealth, 
Fortune, or Efiate. Thofe who are itir 
Jirm, art of Courfe excepted, becaufe they 
are naturally incapable of this perfonal Ser- 
vice. Some few Men, of certain, Profef- 
P 4 Jons, 



^i^3^ptjw:4«u*^«^«8i<fef <th4ir*wn : 
§al$e$ j.. jfcjf t( jipt.bectfif$>Jfeajr Mft>jtary «p 

only becaufe their Attendance on their Bran 
jJltffaisjyd&ijtGtrbp -of. mart ty« arfdiJfer 
pyrtana ,to, iffo jftqAfck. »th*H ,lhe#r*/»«y6*tf 
^«T^in.Aft4r^te*fi^»a^ NoMaay 
thereipr^ .^ : ,w|wtjv«f JR*^ ar Gondii t'm 
is flatvjaUy,£re*[ frcan this, Serwjce, unlefs 

^hs re/u^^j^r^^ 

vie*, #fh§n .called *c4 itjn, bia T-fcriihy the 
lawful ,Magiilrate, i* an ^poftafe .from 
Truth and Rejupn, forfeits jaJ^JUghf, to, (hit/ 
Protection, of" the Sfate$ a«a%# he .*•$$&• 
the Magiftrate when. his; Service is der 
jnanded, becoines a Rebel to his. King <w4 : 
Country, 

Having thus delivered the Principles on; 
which every Man is bound tp obey, the 
governing Powers, and join (when he is 
legally called called upon) in the Defence 

pf 



rfJ&mfttf 4hi Iris CbvMrfrt oifoft nW> 
**tfh klW^tU^ofllehiefenc^atod Pletfure; 
preoetd-to make fomeObfer^abmr^hich 
mayxoicorn vs ill, ^ttO^cMbnoF the late 
unhappy btfitrrtftm in iSam ; Neigfifbour- 

^Aiufc *ftj Ler rf» iay before ydu the 
uncorotnem and unexampled Guilt of this' 
ajtKteious A«ert^>ij and point oat to you 
the many-aggMvating Circumftanceswhh 
which it was attended. It -was aft At- 
tempt tQ defeat a LaW, Which the beft antf 
wifeft Part of: this Natiettifea long tfiffiefr 
to fee eftabElhcd, and had lived' (6 fee 
that Wifh at length compleated :' A Law, ; 
which hath' fixed "the natibrial Defence on" 
itB-rnoft natural and lure Fctondafions, tijP 
teaming every Man no longer to 1 rely 1 on' 
the precarious after dangerous Aflittance of\ 
a foreign Force, but in Turn to become " 
j ik Own aifd l»is Country's Defender. It 

J /as'an Attempt to defeat a "Law, WhicH 

i ath already ' proved its own ' Excellence, 

/i appointing our Fellow-Subjects to de- ■'' 

fend 



favk our Forts* and gOard panPa&Q/ragtf 
;.WWi and- thus *pablkg<Mir rpg^J^rTioQf^ 
to attack x>ur Enemies in their molt val»c 
able PoffeiTiQns,: A Law, which i« ^pt 
only thus conducive to Viftury abr$$i,bWL 
hath farther proved its Excellence by quel*- 
ling a dangerous Infurre&im atx Home y wit- 
neft thai unhappy one, 'which is the £«&<? 
je# pf . o6r prejfeiu Attention, \% was *n 
Attempt to iniijlt, to abufe, nay even to 
^warder thofe Men, who were afiembfed 
in OieSence to the L*wi of their Country. 
. * . » It was an Attempt to fow Dijention 
through this Kingdom, . at a Time when 
the m*ft^ atniaMa of Kings had happily 
#«//*</ the Hearts of all his Subje&s: It 
was an Attempt to frustrate thofe upright 
. *nd fteady Meafures, which had raifed 
this Nation to a Pitch of unexarnpk*! 
. Glory ; which, by the, Providence of God ? 
had bleft tts with repeated Victories $ ha4 
enabled us to fmite aur Enemies in the 
binder Parts* and put them to a perpetual 
Shame: It was an Attempt to revive the 

drooping 
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«dnJ0pi«g Courage of our Foefc; 10 let 
every Man *g*tnft his Brother ; to fill the 
•Land with Gcmfiffion and Blood j and 
finally* to give us up for a Prey to that 
Enemy which hath £o long watched and 
laboured for our Dfeftru&ion. 

The Attempt having been thus horrible 
m its Nature; let me next obferve, How 
much it is the Duty of every Man* from 
the 'higb$ to the kweft, to exprefs his 
Dete/htionof this atrocious Crime, by every 
Mfe&ns that is in his Power. It is not 
fenough that we do not a&ually;^/* in fueh 
ruinous Attempts. If we encourage them 
bf our Words, we are injirumentai to their 
farther Progrefs : To palliate Guilt, is \o 
partake of it : Arid if we blow the dying 
Embers of Sedition by our Breath, we take 
«he fureflr Means of kindling it once more 
into Flames. Even to btjilent on fuch 
an Occafibn, When the Blood of innocent 
Mea (flicd in Vindication of their Country) 
calls aloud for Juftice ; even to be fileni I 
fey, is a Kind of Connivance at the Crime 

of 
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j$ Murder. - No Exprejfiins of Hatred an4 
Deflation againft fuch atrocious 'Widt^. 
ednefc g«i be tdb public or tboftrong 7 : For 
thus alone/ bj \he united Foice of £H'h&- 
»eft : Men, tKe r ^im^InftriimeriW of '/Se- 
dition can bfe^ftmck dumb'; and their de^ 
Wed FiHwitfrs convinced of the Bafeneft 
and Profligacy of that Attempt, in whicfi 
they have been fd unhappily involved.' 
And above all, if any of thefe Traitors to 
their Country afe fe bold and defperate>* 
artd i&cmi <Mi J Tireats of future Mif- 
chief to any of thofe who were engaged 
in this neceffary Service, it is the Duty of 
every honeft Map to proclaim them to the 
World; not to ikreen them from Juftice 
through a fsdfe Compaffion ; hut rather to 
ufe every lawful Means of bringing (hem 
tGiuch Puriifhihents as the Law hath orr 
dained againft the Difturbers of the public 
Peace. And he who is defective in this 
neoeflary Duty, is neither true to himfelf, 
his King, his Country, nor his God. > 



$#t the, I&ceUwq? of tl^Jiawr^hifik 
th^e* audacious M^ com^ne^ to ; yf«kvQi'f< 
Iq ,th£,quelling of this hqrri$p &f$prrtp$ m 
we Ijaye h^d thp ilrongcft freof of tjtu^. 
^ropmty and Ufefulnefs of* national Militia* 
Inhere have beeiv #0#$ Men, who doubted* 
a^td difhonejl Men .whq-fprgad Suspicions?. 
concerning, the EffeSts jrf this ^ftablifhr * 
men t. It, had been fuggcfted that ^Militia* y 
in the Hour of Trials would prove ihera?- 
felves either tifnid,or incapable, or uptfaitb^ 
full that they ^yould be more likely t$, 
create a Riot, than to quell one. But, ia>, 
this late Event, we have teeij a. clear anci 
n,obIe Inftanqe of their Union a$d Ability >, 
th$ir 'Integrity and Couragf. A mutual Con* * 
fidihce $ grounded on a mutual Knowledge 
of each other's upright Intentions y was the, 
(>*»##. that bound theoi together: The; 
. Magijirate relied on the Officer f and the , 
Officer on the private Man. ci The . Eye ; 
"* did not fay to the Hand, I have no Need 

" of 
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** of Tfcefe ; aor yet the Head to< the Ref, 
* I have no Need of Ytmi Bar Gad ib 
*' tempered the Body together, that /titer* 
M was n& Sehifm* if* fhs" Body-: Bttt^tfce 
** Members had the = fame Care* ot» ib^ 
*« another/*. . * But* above all> J let nie re- 
mark the gehirdus Forbearance* the $fi%n- 
guijhed Humanity which^was displayed on 
this unhappy Occasion : When this Hand-** 
ful of bf ave Men endured the Infults> the 
Outrage* the Vitfenvty and hng^mntomsed 
Provacativm of a forrounding Multitudei 
without Refiftance: Nor ever gave their 
Fire* till their Enemies, armed with Death* 
were at the very Points of their Bayonets,, 
and even endeavoured to wreft them from 
the Mufquets, and turn them againft their 
Owners; nay, till even an Officer was 
fingled out, and fhot to Death, in the 
Prefence of his Companions y nay, eyen . 
till (animated by this Forbearance) the 
furious Mob broke in upon their Ranks, and 
the Tide of immediate Defirufiion was pour- 
ing in from every Quarter* * • • From .&$ 

Unanimity, 



tbanimLty, the; Orfidtt&, the Integrity* - 
the Cotiragfe, and Humanity, which, were? 
dHpfeyfd on this Occafton* w* may juftly 
i^fcr the ExctUtnw cf this Law* whofe 
Efficacy hath been put to the Proof wi thi* 
trying and interesting Event, 

The Obfervation which naturally arifeth 
from hertce is, that we cheerfully arid rea-* 
drly concur* in our refpe&ive Stations, to 
the full and perfeSt EJtablijbfnent of a Law, 
which hath fo early proved its Utility and 
Excellence. As to the Punrfhmcnt due to 
thofe who have fo bafely rebelled againft 
it, that lies hot within my Province to 
confider : No Doubt, the public Peace, and 
the proper Ends, of Government, will "he 
fecured on this alarming Occafion, by a 
wife Mixture of Jujlice and of Mercy. But 
it was my Duty to inforce Obedience to it* 
by laying before you Obligations of a high- 
er Nature than can arife from the coercive 
Power of human Laws : And this I have 
eftdeavoured to do, by addrefling you as 
Men, a$ Britons, and as Chrifiians > by ex* 

plaining 
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plaining that natural Duty of perfonal Ser- 
vice, which every Man is under, from the 
firft Principle of Self Preferntotum and 
Defence ; from that Prote&ion which every 
Man claims and reaps from his Connexions 
with his Fellow*Citizens $ from the pre* 
Jknt Situation of our Country, with Refpeft 
to that dangerous War in which we are 
engaged ; and laftly, from the exprefs Com- 
mands of God, who hath declared* that they 
who refill and rebel againft the Peace and 
Happinefs of their Country, JbaU receive 
to t&entfelves Damnftion. . . . * Although 
therefore, this County muft fubmit to the 
mortifying Charge of having been the mod , 
outragious in rebelling againft this excellent , 
Law^ yet the Accufation ihall, in fome 
Meafiire, carry its own. Antidote along 
Nvith it ; when it (hall be known to the 
World, that its leading Members, with the 
jeady and generous Affiftance of a neigb- , 
bouring one, were the firft to ftand up for, 
and prove the Excellence of that Law, 
lyhich fome of their deluded Countrymen 

had 
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had ?unhappil7 reb«Med kgttihft :' Ahd not ; 
only fo, but have: fet &cft & jufttE&atriple ' 
bf Terror to ill^di%bfe<i Mehj a* will pfroi 
babiy* prevent* ill ^ftfttfr© x hfarr*6Hbns : oii 
the. like OcoafioK • - 

Aiitkndw, to Conduffon;let rtie addfeft 
hiyfelf to thofc tfhhappy' Meri, who were 
engaged iti this' riiihoufc Attempt : And iii 
this - Addrefc it tviH' be but Juftice, to di- 
vide^ th&hiji to two* Rifles, I mean thofB' 
of Rihgieaderr, j and Fvff0wefis, in this 
wicked InfurreSiem. ' * v . 

And ^firft, as to you who ^erfe the Lead- 
ers in this atrocious Ddigrij I exhort you 
to an immediate and a deep Repentance, 
for the horrible Crimts in which you are 
invoked: For your Grimes are no lefs than 
thofe of Tretfoti and of Murder : - Of 
Treq/bn againft your King and Country ; 
9f the Murder of innocent Men, a&ing in 
Defencfc of the juft Laws x>f the Realm. ' 
You are the firft Authors of thefe dreadful 
Crimes ; -as well as of the Death of your 
Ajfociates* whom your pernicious Counfels 
Q^ drew 
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drew in to their DeftruBion. Humble 
yourfelves, therefore, in the Sight of Al- 
mighty God; repent ydu truly of thefe Sins 
you have committed ; for thus alone, 
whatever be your Fate on Earth, can you 
hope to efoape the judgment of God on 
the great Day of Retribution. . • . But if 
you ftill continue impenitent, and harden- 
ed in your Sin; know, that neither your 
Numbers, nor your Fury, can fkreen you 
from the juft Refentment of your Coun- 
try. You may flatter yourfelves, that you 
are fo formidable, as to ftrike a Terror 
into all who (Jeteft your Crimes : But in 
this you are altogether miftaken. For 
I tell you plainly, that all honeft Men 
defpife your Threiats r are determined to 
fet themfelves againft you $ and in Cafe 
of continued Obftinacy, or farther In- 
tentions of Mifchief or Revenge, to 
rife againft you as one Man, and over- 
whelm you with Confufion and Defpair* 
How can you think* that they who are 

armed 
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farmed with Innocence and Juftice, can ever 
be afraid of thofe who are Jhrinking under 
the Terrors which Conscience brings, even 
to the Mind of the moft determined Sin~ 
ner? Let your late Experience, on the Day 
of Trial, ftand for an everlafting Proof of 
the Intrepidity of Innocence^ when dppofed 
to the Fears of Guilt. 

But as to Tou who have: been unhappily 
deluded zxiA mijled into this fatal Infurrec* 
tion } I am defirous of expostulating with 
Zou 9 in another Manner, A . . I doubt not 
but many of you are, by this Time, con- 
vinced of the Rafhnefs and Guilt of your 
Attempt : That you already ftand felf-con- 
Vidted and aftonifhed at youf Crimes. If 
fp, let me aflure you* that a fincere and 
public Expreflion of forrow for your Re- 
bellion, is the likelieft Means of your ob- 
taining Pardon, both here and hereafter. . . 
But if you ftill continue under your De- 
lufion, let me argue with you freely, as 
Man with Man. . * . Have you fo far de- 
parted from the Chara&er of Britons, as 

0^2 tO 
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to fkulk from Danger when your Sefvicof 
is required in your Turn, for the Defence 
of your Lives and Liberties ? I am fure, 
you are not : Your Prefence, even on this 
unhappy Occafion, proves the contrary. If 
fo, was it reafonable that you fhould at- 
tempt to defeat a Law, which was folely 
calculated for the Defence of your Lives 
and Liberties, againft the fwom Enemies 
of your Country ?. . , . Can you be infen- 
iible of the Bleffings you pofTefs, under his 
Majefty's molt excellent Government? I 
am perfvvaded, you are not : But if ycu 
arte; mark the Difference of Protection 
which Tou enjoy, from that which Men 
of your own Rank experience in other 
Countries. There you will fee them fold 
at Will> and carried like Droves of Cattle 
to the Slaughter, for the Ends of Ty* 
ranny or Ambition ; while Tour Rights are 
juftly held /acre J; noj: are you ever called 
to the Field, but where the befi Gentle- 
men of your Country lead you on, partak* 
ing with you the fame Dangers and Fa* 

tigties ; 
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tigues ; and this only for the Defence of 
your own Lives and Freedom. . . > Would 
you defeat a Law, which hath enabled 
your King to carry a juft War into the 
Heart of the Enemy's Country ? . . .Would 
you defeat thofe Meafures which have, raif- 
ed this Nation to fuch a Pitch of Happi- 
neft and Glory ? I know, you would not : 
Yet this hav.e you blindly attempted to do ; 
For this Law, and thefe Meafures, were 
plannedby the fame Wifdom, and mull 
fiand ox fall together. . . . Would you de- 
light to fee your Country a Scene of Blood 
jnd Murder ? Far be fuch an Imputation 
from from you ! Yet f even this, your 
Readers delu4ed yjou to attempt, yfhen they 
fenjpted y.ou .unawares to (he4 the Blood of 
your Fellow-Subjefts. . . . Would you re- 
joice to tiear that the French were lande^ 
pn your Coafts ? You are incapable of fuch 
£ \yi(h. Yet, even to t,his, did you un- 
warily contribute, when you aimed to de- 
feat that Law, which was calculated to 
prevent their landing. . . . Finally, WQjild 

0^3 yoa 
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you defignedly murder your- Prdte&ors, ari4 
imbrue your Hands in the Blood of thofc 
who were labouring for your Welfare ? 
Tremble, my deluded Countrymen, at that 
Gulph of Horror, on the Brink of which . 
you flood ! For even this Immanity t this 
prodigious and unexampled Crime You were 
pn the Point of committing. For had not 
your Defigns been rendered abortive, by 
« few brave and determined Britons j — all 
thofe honeft Men and their difinterefted! 
Commanders, — who left their own Homes 
in Obedience to this Law which you at- 
tempted to fubvert, — nay even the Ma- 
giftrates of your own Country, affembled 
to fulfil the Laws, for your Country's and 
for Tour Protection, — even all thefe had 
been bafely murderd by you, — had fallen 
the innocent ViBims of your blind and 
unfatedFury ! . . . The Scene is too dread- 
ful to contemplate : May God, in his Mer- 
cy, forgive you the Attempt ! 

Return then to the Paths of Duty ; for 
thefe alone you will find to be the Patha 

of 
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of Peace. Be not afliamed to acknow- 
ledge that you have been mijled : It is the 
Mark of an ingenuous and noble Mind, to 
confefs and lament an Error. This if you 
do in Time, your Country will, by De- 
grees, forget the paft, and will not be back- 
ward to receive you once more to its Pro- 
tection : Nay, even thofe honourable Men, 
whofe Deftrudtion you attempted, will for- 
get their Injuries ; will forgive your hor- 
rible Defigns againft their Lives ; and even 
plead your Pardon, on the Day of Juftice. 
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Tfec Different Prqvince* 
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QQODNESS, JUSTICE, and MERCY, 



Rom. Chap. v. Ver. 7. 

J?or fcarcely for a righteous Man will any 
one die : yet peradventure for a good Man 
Jbme would even dare to die. 

TH E Word which is here tran dated 
a " righteous Man," is that which 
is frequently in Scripture tranflated a " juft 
*' Man." And that I may the better ex- 
plain the Intent of the Apoftle, I fhall 
briefly lay before you the Occafion on 
jyhich he delivered this Text. 

He 
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He is here fpeaking of the Merits of 
Chrift's Death; and obferves how great 
they are, becaufe he died for us when we 
were Sinners. And to fet forth thefe 
Merits in their ftrongeft Light, he remarks, 
how far they are beyond the Pitch or Imi- , 
tation of human Virtue. For, faith He, 
" even for zjujt or righteous Man will one 
u fcarcely di?, tho' peradventure for a GW 
" Man fome would even dare to die : How 
" great, then, was the Love of Chrift tQ 
« us, and how far furpafling the Gene- 
« rofity of Man to Man ; fince he died for 
f us even wheij wc wer? Sinners/- 

As thefe Word$ of the Apoftle 4o evi- 
dently imply the moral Superiority of the 
Good Man, over the Juji or rigbteousMstxii 
it is the Pefign of this pifcouffe f to con- 
fider at large the Fcwndation on which 
this Superiority arifeth. And in order tq 
give a clear View of this Subjeft in all its 
various Afpe&s, I (hall 

lit. pndeavour to explain tlje ^Nature of 
Goodnefs and of Juftic$. 

sdly. 
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sdly. I {hall point out the fuperior Ex- 
cellence of the firft beyond the latter. 

3dly, I fhall deduce fome Confequences, 
which may feem naturally to .arife from 
thefe Diftin&ions. 

Firft, then, I fhall endeavour to explain 
the effential Nature of Goodnefs and of 
Juftice. 

By Goodnefs is generally, if not univer- 
fally-meant, a fincere and unfeigned Inten- 
tion or Deiire of promoting the Happinefs 
of others ; or, to fpeak with a more philo- 
fophical Prccifion, it is the Deiire of pro- 
ducing the greateft Happinefs. Accord- 
ing to this Idea of Goodnefs, there is no 
created Being whatever, which is capable 
of Happinefs and Mifery, that is not the 
proper Objedt of its Attention. Not only 
the weakeft and moft unimportant Crea- 
ture, not only the moft diftgnt in Time 
or Place, but even Guilt itfelf comes 
within the Sphere of its Thoughts and 
Wifhes. Like the great Creator, from . 
whom it proceeds, Goodnefs delights not 

in 
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in the Death of any Sinner; but rathef 
that he would turn from his Wickednefs 
and live. From this Idea of Goodnefs* 
therefore, it appears, that every Being of 
every Rank, Capacity, or Power, that is 
Matter af its own Will, is capable of 
poffefling and exerting this Virtue. 

Let us now confider the Nature of Jyf* 
(ice. And as Goqdnefs cortfifts in thel 
Defire of producing Good; fo Juftice, as it 
relates to Laws, is no other than the 
means of preventing Evil j and as it re* 
lates to the Attians of Men, is no other than 
the ahftaining from Injury. That Juftice as 
it relates to Laws is appointed as a Guard 
againft Mifery, will appear evident, if we 
confider the two Kinds of Juftice which are 
the Objects of every wife Legiflator,— -The 
one regards the Diftribution of Property i 
and its Laws are fixed on this general Foun* 
dation* that according to the State of Pro-* 
perty which is found to take Place in any 
Community, the Poffeffion of that Property 
may be continued and fecured, £0 as to pre- 
vent 
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vent that univerfal Confufioh and Mifery, 
which would arife,if mere Strength or Cun»- 
fiing were left tofiese whatever came within 
their Grafp . . • . And as Distributive 
Juftice can only be considered in this 
Light, as the Means of preventing Evil; 
fo that other Kind of Juftice, which re- 
gards the Puniflimeht of Crimes can only 
be regarded in the fame View : That is, it 
can only be confidered as the Means of 
preventing thofe Crimes, which, without 
its Interpofition, would defolate the Earth, 
through the Violence and Selfifhnefs of 
Man. Thus again, Juftice, as it relates to 
the Addons of Men, is no other than the 
abftaining from Injury, For He is called 
a juft Man, and He alone, who does no 
Injury to his Fellow Creatures; who vio- 
lates not the Rights of Mankind, either 
in Eftate, Credit, Perfon, or any other 
Property . . . Therefore, as we have feen, 
that Goodnefs, which is the Defire of pro- 
ducing Good, may exift among every Rank 
of Beings; Juftice, on the Contrary, 

which 



which, is only the . Means of preventing 
or attaining from Jfyib'-cati only hive 
place among thole Creatures, . or towards 
thofe Creatunes, 4ttriong*whom ibme Dc~< 
fefis or Frailties take^flace* In jui; ; un fin- 
ning Society, fachas that of Angela, and 
good Mea inade perfect, : t&ere)i$ aoiPlaee 
for Juftice: becaufe where ha Evil or Injury 
exiftsj the Means of prevsetoting Evil olr 
Injury can ne^er, be exerted, nor even the ' 
Idea of abstaining from it can ever arifev • 

Having thus laid the Foundation of 
what is to follow, by fixing the eflcntial * 
Difference between Geodnefs and Jafiice, 
and fhewing that the firft confefte in the 
Produ&ion of Happinefs, and the fecond 
in the Prevention of Mifety j let us now 
2dly proceed, to point oat the Superi- 
ority of the good Man's Character, be- 
yond that of Him who is merely *$uft. 

And in the firft Place, we may obferve, 
that Goodnefs clearly implies a Superi- 
ority, becaufe it is that Virtue which is 
effential to God, or to any Being poflefled 
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trf abfolute Perfd&ioft; whereas Juftice, 
tvith refpedt to Beings of fuch a Charac- 
ter* is no tnore than An accidental Attri- 
bute. Wc have feen, that if there were 
ho Frailty of the Reafch or thd Will, 
nor any Violence or Difprder of the Paf- 
fions, the Attribute of divine Jiiftice could 
never be exefcifed j aB Things would be 
filled and upheld by the Emanations of 
his Goodnefs bnly : The fame would 
take Place among Men ; nor could hu- 
man Juftice be exercifed for the Preven- 
tion of Crimes, if no Crimes were com- 
mitted. 

But fecondly, an<$ to come clofer to the 
Point we aim at, Goodnefs is clearly more 
excellent than Juftice, becaufe it implies 
% not only all that Juftice implies, but a 
.great deal more. . • . The Man who is 
merely jujt, only abjlaim from Evil : The 
Man who is truly good, not only abftaiijs 
from Evil, but produces Happinefs. That 
the good Man niiift abftain from Evil, 
appears from the very Definition pf Good-* 

R "* ' " ' nefs" 



*4* 6*ibe &$eritof Ptotiatfti 

nefc Hete given; vfrbtcK is iaid tocoofift ift 
ptttd«scing Ae gmat^ft |>ofllbJciHappinris * 
Blow if the Man who. pretends to he good* 
does not abftein froiu die Ccarirtiffian of 
EviU he does not (produce the gttateft 
pofiiWe Happinefc; that is, in othsr 
Wordsyheiis not truly or coc&plwtlyigood* 
Here then raanifeftly lies the Superiority 
Qf . the Gooi.Mwi eve* the Juft Man, that 
ti*;.0fte, fe Degatively virtuous ojftly, tji* 
Other ip positively foi The good Man is? 
C(Tenti^Uy benevplejnt: the merely juftMaa 
is, Qt nj^y be* fejftfh. The one i$ the In- 
^fument of Good > the other only abftainaf 
frqm~ JVf jfchief : The juft Man is ; merely 
injic^ious * the good Man is not only jij- 
npffinti but ufefuL The firft might a* 
well be annihilated, with refpe<S to hisf 
fellow Creatures who are round him* 
the latter is a perpetual Fountain of Blef* 
fings to thofe who move within his Sphere 
c£A<fek>n. 

r .Thut th* Superiority of Goodnefs over 
Justice is evident. Yet on this Foundation 
&4nay,b6 obje&ed, that " if Goocinefs be 
I" - A " the 



**the j nobIor Virtue* ^y/tjMJtv is «a Devi^ 
* atioa from Jdftico f fegatfded ,as the. gresit- 
c €ocr Crime J^-^Horw^this GfejeiSlkm will: 
mcdve ackar Aafwer frora their Nature, 
^herejdefcribed: For rajuftice is buta 
ftegatSve^ and Goodneft a poikhre Virtue* 
fo, opv v tb0 'contrary* 5 -a^Dcvktioh frorfi 
Goodneft is but a negative, but a Devi- 
ation from Jurtice i^ irpofiftive Crime; The 
Man who ceaftlh to be Good, may ftill be 
Jtiflf : but the Man wh6c<Safeth to be juft; 
becomes inevitably Wicked : The one only 
negle&s to produce Happinefs $ the other 
proceeds actually to produce Mifery : and 
hence become the more odious Character. 
Further r As Mankind may liye in a to- 
lerable State of Felicity, withdut the mu- 
tual and continued Aids of Goodneft, par* 
ticuter Afifc of Goodnefs are too generally 
regarded as Virtues than as Duties 5 *$ 
Deeds which Mankind may perform or 
omit at Pleafure, But A<fts of Jtrftice, 
having always been found necefiary to the 
tolerable Existence 6f -Man, have there* 
fort, by general Confent, been imprefTed 
R. a • on 



*44- Cntfo Different Pk*bincei * 
on the Mitid, as Dtitkte «f * 'uft&keh&l* 
Obligation : an&hterioe, on any Deviati&rt 
from thefe; the Ideaof rdeepetf Gttik mfcft 
neceflkrily^krife.' T 1 ... ; 

\* Raring thife confid#ed a&i .explained 
the Jeflentiak Difference between' Goodnefo 
and Jtlftieei'and pointed out the Founda- 
tion en whick the good • Man is fupeiior 
in moral *Excdl&iee>< to <hinv who is only 
jiift i left mo *iOW< Ljtfoceed *to deduce • fuch 
Coniequeiicesy as ■ <mafy feemt naturally ' to 
awfbfir&m 4liefe Diftin&ioas, ... 
Il&.- iFrwn itbe r .Natutei of .Go&dntfs and 
y^/^rryv as, here' :dt fined and diftinguifhed, 
iyfiimfeyclterfy fk: the, Confifiency of ths 
two ' ilwine Attributes of Goddnifs and 
^ujtict; which fome Men have weakly 
foppofod to ^lafli, and to be inconfiftent 
urith eaph other. For we fee* that as the' 
Gocidneft of God determines him to pro* 
ihote the Happinefs of his Creatures, {q 
hi& Jtfftice is no more than a particular 
Determination or. Application of the fame 
Goodnefs, whenever the Frailty or Wick-v 
iii .1 ..j ■ . ,. ednefs 
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fd^gfsrfcf^Man rewiUfl Punifhment ,necefr 

ftrjv as the Means of preventing EyiL * 

:; , 2 . . We . may hence difcover . the Fallacy 

of a Cavil againft the Principles ©f: Re* 

Ugion> wg^din a plaufible Way by.ene. of 

ift$ . J£ne*ftie$. Where fpeakiflg of the di-* 

KinetQo^dpefs* he %s, *hj?Jt knowing* this* 

«? we ; can, have paJDread* 01? Sufpicioa to 

f c make us vpealytii foc&at -it »M Malic* 

f* ..only,, rod not Goodwfs,, that; can* msko 

y us afraid^" Had this been faid by a 

perfedt and unfinning Being* to it Species 

$f- perfect and unfinjuiig Beings, : it had 

been rational and juft : tfut as it was £m& 

by a weak and frail Man, and addrefled 

to his own frail Species, ene cannot eafUy 

acquit the Author of Partiality or Shorts 

fightedneft. Tjs true, that the, higher* tyra 

fife, and the more perfeft we growt?ii* J 

Goodnefs* the lefs can the divine Goddneft 

make m afraid ; for as St- John Jiath 

finely faid, «« Perfect Love caftethi oak 

** Fear, becaufe Fear Jiath Tormeftt*ia3t;* 

... .. . .V.' /; :<& 

t Chara&eriftics, V. II, inquiry, &c, ft. H- Pajt 

i. . § 2. 

R$ But 



34$ On tie Dijfcrerti Prwifi&s .* 
But who is there among Men, 1 that caq 
juftly boaflt x>£ this Pj*rffaaa*tfi? , i i , ,Q& 
the Contrary* as ;.m Mao \tan with Tntfh 
arrogate to hhnfe$ *h» , ufifiamag /Qbc* 
dience, fa there is> nto Man to whan tho 
divine Petfe&ians mapaofc at Tinker be aft 
Objedof Peary notwithstanding the u»4 
bounded Goodnfefs of the divine Nature, 
For as the divine Goadnefs regards the 
greateft Happiftefcrof all its Creatures ; fb ? . 
if Pijinifhmtnt ta.jageeflary to that End, 
the divine JttdicQ will arife even from 
Ccpd^ef^ AtfeJf j ; that *is, in other Word6 j 
the/divine Goodncfs will ordain and in^ 
#i& Eu nifhment. •. Thus it/appe^s to bc| 
ao Aflef tipn altogether groundless, , to . %* 
f c .Ti!tt } Malice only,, and not Goodnefs* 
«f can.piake.ii8 afraid/' Fpr it appears* tb*t 
as the Goodnefs of God i$ a Ground of 
flepe to the Virtuous, fo it is a Ground of 
Fwr to the Wicked. In both thefe Cafe$ 
the Keafon is the lame, «« Becaufe th< 
" Goodpefs of Gpdi regards, promotes^ 
il and by all effe&ual Means fecures, tjie 
*< greateft Happinefs of all his Creatures." 
" 3. From 



;£. Ffoip this View of Things, , we m*y 
AStfcern the Confiftency of the two divinq 
Attributes of Jujike and Merjy, whidt 
fiavfelikewife been fuppofei to clafh, and 
{to interfere with each other. For as the 
yuJKteoi sGod i$ #o more than a particu- 
lar Bitermhtntidh of hia Gaodne/i for the 
Prevention of Sin; £o f his Mercy is no 
other than a Determination of the fame 
{r&odnefsj on the finoere Repentance ancj 
Amendment of -jthe Sinner. His infinite 
Wifdom enables him to know, in whit- 
Degree, and under what Qircumftances ta 
femit Punifhmerit, fo as to make that Ile^ 
miffion confiftent with the general Intend 
©f his Goodnefs ; that is, with the Preven- 
tion of Evil, and the Frodu&ion of Goocf; 
and when fuch Remtffion is made ? theji i$ 
is that his Mercy takes Blace. 

4. As we have feen, that the Goodnefs of 
<5od is itfelf a j*ift Ground of Fear to the 
Guilty, fo it follows, from what hath been 
now faid, that the Mercy of God cannot 
afford any juft Ground of prefumptuoiq r 

R 4 H°p*i 



,of ,. Qo&s^ogfayiji,. , at$4 ;bej WfcOflijBtoble 
,- w ^i^.i 3tf ■ rfje : .SMpe? cojjty jfecurety. % 
..wjtlyip fcioft&lf* t| ff I wffl 1 4dotm& JMK* 
,f c through Life j artd 1 ^,.thc Clpf?.-irf3it 
".will repent ~me*)f my SinJ v ancj tint? 
*' qbtain S^katico* |&r<^gkthe> , lW^y*|f 
"Gc^." ...j.a&Iiiay, the Sinner could 
'affirm this, an,d fej&urelyaii in Cohfequence 
of it, ^;4eetfa|at%]lthegraeious Rurpofes 
of.Qoo> Goodne&tyoujd bedeftroyedjand 
tihatiVicearidi Viilafoiy wauldlay wafte the 
jjhe Earth. "Jfo<&\ this Foundation, doubt- 
Jeis, that the PiUmfil reafons.in. the 130th 
vPfalm: ..." If thou. Lord (faith He) wilt 
« -be extreme to mark what, is dope amifs^ 
f« Q Lord,: who rnay abide it! — But 
f* there is Mercy with Thee; therefore 
«* fha^t thou be feared? Clearly Imply- 
ing, that the divine Mercy is fo far froni 
.being an Encouragement to Sjn, that 00 
«he ce-ntfary it is a real Motive to Virtue 
Ind Repentance.. Therefore we may be 
t,: '- aflured, 



^red/that the Mkftcf b? dott ] c4iiriok &L 

itdwagement to Sin 1 * becatife the M^y ; df 
God can only fo far wmit FbMflirrifeht, as 
.ntayvbecwwftfoent iritfc the general Prefer^ 
yatuon/of Virtue; arid.the gfeateft general 
iQoodboC aji h« Q&miT*&*~>®(xpfidtr this, 
and trembk^: y^ whb6> o»<» filie Reliance 
Upon the • ■ diviile J^erfcy; i continue ih a 
Courfepf $ift^ tniijtiog,tD thedefperate 
Ifaz^rd.qf a de^^bedRj^ntanoer! '* 

5 V ^Ve ^fftay from thefe Principles ire-. 
^ark;! u in what RefpeSsi thfelb.Qualities of 
QfiQffaffi* Jfjftwt* aad .Mercy, arbsxertdl 
in thpJ^eW^y by. Jf*m,a& by theJO^* 
#pfl jn.^hat JUfpe£s they: ate 'differkritfy 
e*erte<i. > A& ; to . their general Intention, 
which is the Good of AM* they« ardihe 
fame iti the human* as in thfc divines Bilt 
with regard to the particular Manner, of 
the Application, from the Weaknefs of 
jftfan's Nature,) they are diffident < in; Him 
from \^hat they are in God v . ♦ As to the 
£jpief Attribute .pf Goodnefe, our; Idea of 
•., ,1 the 



the divine Perft&ot* it#dtf *r dewfisbrityv 
tpcpncl»d», fhtjbit ^Jrtcads &&fWgw«{jjr. 
to, All -bis Creatures; But fttob isnrtHtf 
W^ncis of Man, fo Anall the Extem^of 
bis Pow*r* tnd * ib unavoidable his parjtiV- 
cular Connexions, that J5&V, Gooduefs 4* 
ptcpflitf'dy txercifeA m an Jto^M^ Manned 
T*> hU neareft Friends; Bentfa&ow, <£r 
Relations > iirft: pext^taliia Neighbour* 
fnd Fejlow Ckizen^ then to his Country- 
men^ and laiHy $o dfl Mankind . ; ; So 
again, human Juftice is nccedarily circum* 
fcribed by Ruks different from thofe of 
jkmOG jufticc? becauie of the Weaknefsf 
and Ignorance of Man. For God know*: 
eth .the very Secrets of the Heart, an4 
therefore Jnmifheth according to the in- 
moft Intentions of the Soul, which are al| 
3ai4 opep to His View. But Man, whet 
cannot penetrate into the Recefies <o£ 
human Thought, can only judge and 
pqnUh from outward Faft$ . . .\ In like 
Manner, with refpeft to Mercy, or the 
Remiffionof Punifhraent* Man lies undef 
."_■-.«.. . * the- 



flie fame Neccffity, orifing ihrm Jiia fgno4> 
ranee of the irtwafd State fcf the human 
Mind ; ahd thertifoifr cannot intefpofe on 
die Suppofitiorv even of the mofl unfeigned 
Repentance,. be&n>& that feetttag 1 Repent^ 
ance may be a Mafyw pot on to deceive* 
Oft thi?Aea>wnt, tharefore # iris, that the 
Mercy of Mftfi c^a only be huh on e*i 
ten^FaS^ and can only inteipofe in any 
pafio, ib fur a& may be judged confiftent 
with the Ufrfutods *od Nedeffity of pvfc 
lie Example* 

;. $wfa are the €pnfe<juence$ that may' 
feem to tfJfe^ from confidering the eflentik! 
Difference between Goodnefe and Juftides 
|L,et me now 6fFer to your Obfervatiori 
fome further Confcquences, which may' 
feem to arife from the Superiority of the 
pood Man's Character bverthat of Hhtt 
who is merely jjuft or righteous. 

i . If I may be indulged in a fliort Ob- 
fervatkm (which is not unconhefted with 
our prefept Subject, though perhaps at firfl: 
Sight it may appear merely fpeculative) 
I wpuld remark that the Superiority here 

given 



givcnt .tp, f hp Go<?d Afoa <>ver, the JufoJ$a#* 
iepms 49 ^y^rrtiira th^ j^Uo%hipa! &e^ 
finements> which . foroe ^Authors .hftW 
^dop^ed^.cpncerni^g the abfdlute jE^efi^ 
tude, Fitneffes, *nd Reafons of Tjbqiqgfc 
which, (fpme have gone fo far r 3$;iK> %) 
do bind all rational Beings, independents 
of any Confequenqes.a^ifingjfeqm thenar 
that they are antecedent to all. Cbnfi4 cr %-* 
tions of Happinefs and.^iffry, and that; 
neither God himfel£ PPf aay.reafonable 
Beings ought to violate them, though tha 
Mifery of ?ill Mankind; w£re the Confe-. 
quence qf their Ob^ryapce. . $ut th§ 
Apoftle, in this Text, evidently fuppofes 
the contrary to all thisjj Fpr jn giving the 
Superiority to the good and beneficent 
Man, over him wjio eondu&s himfelf 
merely by the Rule of Rights he clearly 
fupppfes, that the Production pf ffappinef§ 
is the higheft End that any mpr^l Agent r ' 
can purfues and that the Reditude v o£ 
Things, or the Rule of Right, muft depend 
on this higher Principle; muft gp along . 
with it, and be difefled l>y it. This Idea; 

therefore^ 



Things^ ^ ^SWdepfebderrt fef-'Hap^fifcfcfi^trf 
Mifery, m&yvbn thVApdftli's "Dedljfoh, be 
M k&de, as an idle -Spedrfatibn ' df :tft£ 

sefeobk ^•.•iv.---: ■'■" ,— i..ti.'J ;,. *• 

U*. 'Fronrthe Supferityt ^jecfellcntc of 
©bodiiefs above Jttftfcei it appears/ thftt ia' 
<*ur r gener at Coildtftt towiiids each other, 
irt bur private C&piicity, w6 ought to re- 
gulate our Thoughts and Actions by the 
generous Maxims of Beneficence and* 
dbarity. If we are merely honifi, it ap 7 
pears, that we fhall be very defective in the 
Sight of God : and if we rigidly requir* 
every thing of others, that the Law admits^ 
we may indeed becalled innocent, but we 
can never afpire to the Character of being 
good or amiable. To do good, therefore, 
and diftribute '; to hide the Weaknefles of 
bur Brethren ; to relieve the diftrefled ; to 
forgive thofe who injure us; and to remit 
Punishment whenever there is Reafon to be- 
lieve the criminal repentant*, all thefe things 
are requifite, beyond mere Honefty,, tc>, 
. ' form 



a$f .$»v& &3^^; j^foa^> •■•.'? 

form Jbch k Chariufter *8.*Gd4 delighis i»t 
Kor is lii^reany PcofcabiJi^Ljthftt^e cart 
ever beadrfljtted intftthe fcierftd Society of, 
Aflg^l* 0f Mti> rtwde p<tj<f&flv *il] wt adopt 
theft; PwjW%Jes, q/ CrOodnefs*, bjr .ftrhicfc 
sfciae^wsrcftn bj* mpfr Sf fortfuohaflrBjol* 
t^tieo ;tO«JBn«^ ^lory.; ■;■■■ ,„,;,i • 

v 3. Buiallhough ip QlfyrJvafrGQnAvititfr 
Gtodnefs and Mer($.:&fi;tP k**Wf ; Gw<&iy 
yet in all <pa/es whete the Laws of,:©** 
Country determine Pjffarences, oe .caj&fe 
Cognizance of CrjiaiesKithe^ uot.Geedw 
nefs or MerCy, but^J^/a <?/<?«<? ifcu#.;h* 
the unvoT/d RvU -of oui? \jrofds-' /r aii& 
Anions. This .-^vill be found entirely ^pn** 
fiftent with the; Principles already giypnj 
The Reafon is, »of that the Laws of ou*\ 
Country, exclude the Exercife of Me^cg^ 
for our excellent Laws may juftly be faid* 
fa far as h«man Frailty will admit, to be a> 
fair and unblemished Tranfcript of th* 
divine Mercy itfelf, as it ihines in th* 
Gofpel : But the Reafon is, becaufe in all 
well ordered States j like ours, as every 
Individual gives up to &e Public his pri- 
vate 



vaUJkight ofpu^bing^&> in)lfkeMattffet> 
every Individual gives >ofjk to the Public hi* 
private ; Rfy&t *rf\ rmittikg : frunifbrnent* 
This Power iakxiged in the Han* of oftf 
Sroiefetgir only. Fbfr any private Man* 
ibe*elb», «o dfefferf from *hfe ftria Rules 
ef Juftke, where the pfcblk Welfare if 
concerned, is a falfe Comjiaffion, < a bate 
an4 luiworthy Condud, which neither 
Saafbft* Goodnefs, nor Mercy can juftify j 
fatiaufe he breaks in upon his own Pro-* 
miicsj he violates his own prior Engage** 
tfifents to that Society of which he is a 
Member, and on the Well-being of which, 
all the Bleffings of his Life depend. A* 
Jotftice, therefore, calls on every Man tor 
declare all that he knows, for the Clearing 
3hd the Preservation of the Innoctait; to> 
the fame Juftice demands that .every Man, 
dioiild declare all he knows, for the Detec- 
tion and Puni&mentof the Guilty, Thus it 
appears, it is every Man's Duty, even with- 
out being called upon in a Court of Juftfce* 

to 



t$6 Ohibt \Dijfireni Province? 

to fpeak thfc Truth, the whole Truth, an4 
nothing but the Truth. 

God forbid* that Lfheuld be thought 
to exclude all Compaflion, or {hut th* 
Gates of Mercy againft unhappy Men* 
With Grief do I here point out die Ne* 
ceffity of Juftice, and fliall fincerely re-» 
joice to hear that they are found Innocents 
I only prcfume, according to my Duty* 
to point out the proper Limits of Juf- 
tice Sand Mercy* And as it appears that 
in all judicial Proceedings, the Right 
of remitting Punifhment is voluntarily 
given up by every Individual into the 
Hands of the Public ; how great muft 
be the Satisfa&ion of every honeft Man, to 
refledt, that this Exercife of Mercy is re-» 
pofed in the Bread of our good arid gra- 
cious King ; who by his own excellent Na- 
ture is ever difpofed to forgive; and by the 
known Ability and Humanity of thofe 
whom he hath appointed to the Admini- 
stration of Juftice, is fure of having the 

faireit 



OfGoodnefs, Juftiee* and Mercy, iff 

iaireft Reprefentations made • and iftch as 
thay fecurclylead him to the wife and pro- 
per Direction of his Mercy, for the Happi- 
fiefs of all his Subje&s. : 

Finally, therefore, let a Senfe of our 
Puty to God, a Senfe of thofe unrivalled 
Bleffings we enjoy under our moft excellent 
Conftitution, and a Senfe of thofe Miferies 
and Diftradtions which have arifen from 
jour late unhappy Infurre&ions, determine 
us to a due Obedience to the Laws; to 
future Unanimity, Peace, and Concord; 
that our EarJth jnay, in fome Degree, be- 
come the Jn^age pf Heaven ; where there 
v are no Cfi^e? for Juftice to punifh, nor- 
£ven a Frailty for Mercy to forgive ; bu£ 
where unbounded Love and unerring 
^roodnefs are 4U *£ AH. 
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A P V E R f IS E V E N T. 

Tri Juffice to the Magiftrates of the City 
of Bath, it is thought proper to in- 
fortn . the Reader, that the 'public 
GtEtoing-Tables were by Them fup- 
prefled there, foon -after the Preaching 
of this Sermon. 



ON T H E 
PURSUITOF FALSE PLEASURE, 

ANDTHE 

Mischiefs of Immoderate Gaming : 



Prov. Chap. iii. Ver. 17. 
Her Ways are Ways of Pleafantnejs. 

TH E R E is a Variety of Principles 
which, by Turns, have been found 
to predominate in Human Nature; and 
which, according to the Revolutions of 
Times and Manners, have been obferved, 
iucceffively, to fway the Condu& of Man-% 
kind. In one Age, a Senfe of Religion, 
and Dpty, hath generally prevailed : In 
another, the Profpedt of future Glory : In, 
a Third, the contracted Views of Iaterefc 

S 3 and 
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and Cunning : In a Fourth, the difiblute 
Maxims of Luxury and Pleafure. 

I think it may, without any Imputation 
of Prejudice or Partiality, be affirmed, 
that the laft of thefe is the peculiar and 
leading Principle of the prefent Times* 
Thofe of Duty and Glory ^have had their 
Day : They have, by T«rns> reigned, and 
been exploded i That of interefted Cun- 
ning, it muft be owned, is yet in Force ; 
but this fubfifte rather as a Means, than 
an End : We are cunning, indeed, and la- 
borious to heap up j but we only heap up, 
that we may fquander. Immediate Gra- 
tification is the great Objed: of Purfuit * 
arid Futurity i* loft, amidft our Rage for 
prefent Enjoyment. 

Hence it hath con&e to pafi, that even 
Religion and Virtue can only gain Accefis 
to the debauched Imagination, upon fuch 
Conditions as are almoft unworthy of their 
>ative Excellence ; and while, in happier 
Ages, ribey could draw Mankind to their 
Party, by holding forth -a -Grown of eternal 
*&/ejy, as the Prize of theif high Calling* 

they 
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they are now reduced to that laft Ne~ 
fceflity of alluring their fupine Votaries, by 
pointing out the nea? ziaijlowry Path of 
PUqfure. 

Yet ev£ii on this low Principle* Religion 
iind Virtue* if fairly liften'd to, will baffle 
all Oppofition : tor fuch is th$ir uniform 
Nature* and extenfive Energy j fb entire 
land univerfal is their Influence, with Re** 
ipeft to Man* that prefent Pleasure* no lefs 
than fiiture Happinefs, is their eflential and 
unvaried Charadteriftic, Left therefore 
We ftiduld prpcetd on Principle© which, 
by fome might be efteemed chimerical 
and groundlefs, let us confider them, 
chiefly at leaft, in this Angle Light j add, 
from this Examination, I doubt not but it 
will appear* Firft, That no true or lofting 
Pieqfure is, or Can be obtained, without 
the Pra&ice of Virtue : Secondly, That 
from the fincere Pra&ice of it, the trueft 
and moft lafting Pleasures do naturally 
arife: And, laftly, from thefe Truths, a 
few Obfervations will offer tfcemfelves to 

$ 4 our 
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our- Confideration, relative to the prfefent - 

Occafioh. 

*' fiiti, Therefore, it will appear to 

every confiderate Mind, That no true 

*AND LASTING PLEASURE IS, OR CAN 
3E OBTAINED, WITHOUT' THE PRAC- 
TICE of VIRTUE. , 

Yet liere, even fome of the groffeft Vices 
•put in their Claim, afcd pretend to con* 
du6t their Followers to true Pleafure .-But, 
in the End, it will appear, that their Pre-, 
fences are. the compleateft, as they are the 
mdfl: fetal, of all Delufioris. . Debauchery 
anii Intemperance bring their own Punifti- 
<ments along with them : They deftroy the 
Health of the Body, and all the Powers of 
the Mindl Luxury and Prodigality are 
no lefs fatal to our Fortunes : Every Vio- 
lation of the focial Duties is attended with 
iomp embittering or ruinous Circumftance. 
•If we are arbitrary, oppreifive, or uncha- 
ritable, " though we be fo cautious as to 
evade the Laws, yet a juft and public Ignp- 
§ 'rainy will overtake us i If we avowedly 
-^- violate 
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violate the Rules of Juftice, by Theft, 
Robbery, or Plunder, that Juftice we have 
defy'd will overwhelm us, dnd our Re- 
Ward muft be Fines or Imprifonment, 
Banifhment or Death. Thus, the natural 
Inheritance of every groflep Vice, is Mifery 
and Ruin: By turns they lead their Vo- 
taries from Poverty to Want, from Difeaf? 
to Rottennefs, from Jails tp Gibbets. 

This Part of the Subject might be much 
enlarged on : But I would hope, that to 
have touched upon it in this general Man- 
ner, may, at prefent, be fufficient : I would 
hope, that none who appear on this humane 
and charitable Occafion, can be the de- 
clared and determined Enemies of Virtue. 
I would therefore addrefs you, as thofe 
who mean we//, but who yet may be mis- 
taken ; as thofe who may unknowingly have 
wandered from the Path of Virtue and 
true Pleafure, and may poflibly therefore 
thank the .warning Voice, that bids' them 
return and walk in it. 

Give 
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Give me Leave, therefore, to reprefenl 
id you* the Folly of expe&ing true and 
permanent Pleafure^ from a violent At* 
tachmetit to what it generally called even 
innocent Diverfion or Amiifement^ in Ex- 
elufion of the higher Purfuits of Benevo- 
lence and Virtue* It is not often that & 
Preacher hath an Opportunity of addref- 
iing thofe* 4b whom an .tinreferved Dif- 
courfe on this Subject cart be of fuch par-^ 
ticular Importance* What therefore is 
offered on this Oecafion, as it is /aid, fo t 
hope it wiH be received, in the Spirit of 
Charity. We itand here in the Prefencci 
bf GOD* before whom the Greateft of u£ 
are but Duft and Aflies '* in whofc Eyes no 
Diftindlion can take Place, but that of 
Virtue and Vice* the Righteous and the 
Sinner. % 

Now the iirft Circumftance which de-s 
taoriftrates that what is called mere Divert 
fion, or Amulement, cannot be a fufficienl 
Soiirce of true continued Pleafure, is this i 
T^hat if we purfue them conflantly, they 

grow 
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grow tedious and tirefome ; and if we in- 
termit them, they give us Pain rather than 
Pleafure, in Reflection. Thai they grow 
tirefome when* long purfued, is clear from 
that perpetual Rotation, which is found 
neceflary to relieve the naufeating Mind : 
Were they of fuch a Nature as to fatisfy 
the Soul of Man, fhould we need to labour 
after a perpetual Change ? We read in. 
ancient Hiftory, of a Kingdom funk to 
fuch a Degree of Effeminacy, that a Royal 
Reward was proclaimed for him, who 
ihould find out a new Pleafure : And do 
jou think that a new One would have 
been fought at fuch Expence, had ijot all 
the old Ones been exhaufted ? Even fuch 
/eeras to be our prefent Situation : We toil, 
like Children in Purfuit of Rainbows, after 
chimerical and air-painted Objefts of De* 
light : When we come upon the Spot, we 
jfind, that what at a Diftance appeared fo 
jjay, had but a falfe fplendour, which 1% 
vaniflied on a nearer Approach, Yet ftill, 
as new Objects rife before us, we rdncw 
1 our 
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our Purfuit* find ourfelves again deceived,! 
and thuspafs our Time between Expec* 
tation and Difappoinfment; 

And as this eages Appetite for meer Di*- 
verfion affords but little 6f true Pleafare, 
even in the Period of Erijoy merit ; fo> Whefe 
that is over, Reflexion intrudes and'riiakes 
us miferable : For the Mind having been 
either loft in total Diffipation, or intent on 
Objedts but ill fuited to its Nature, when 
it comes to look at Home, finds nothing t6 
fiipport or, reft itfelf upon* Where there 
is no inward Confcioufnefs of worthy, De- 
figns, and fijitabfe Actions; the Mind turns 
with Averfion from beholding itfelf $ and 
thus Leifure and , Thought, two of |the 
gyeateft Bleflings that can be vouchfafed to 
tKofe who know to ufe then), become a 
Burthen unfupportable. Hence every falfe 
and diffipajting Pleafure is ag^in greedily 
embraced ; and we feek not fo much to . 
obtain Delight, as to get rid of Mifery. 

This.* 
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TMs farther CircumftanCe may be, added, 
with Regard- to thofe Who are noi ^uite 
abandoned in their principles / ihat an im- 
moderate Attachment to Diverfiohs does, 
upon the whole, in the 'ftri&eft Sehfe, par- 
take of the Mature of Vice : For though 
the temperate Purfuit of a fingld Amufe- 
ment may be innocent, fo long as it leaves, 
Room for Purfuits of a higher Nature; yet ; 
when the Soul becomes totally immerfed 
in trifling or idle Gratifications, the fupe-i 
rior Faculties of the Mind lie dormant and 
negledted. The Seeds of Virtue, though] 
they be fown by Nature in the Human 
Mind, do yet require fome Degree of La- 
bour and Cultivation, ere they can put 
forth their Branches, and produce good 
Fruit : But by this untoward Management,^ 
inftead of aiding their natural Efforts, we * 
overwhelm and choak them in their firft 
Growths ; and thus give the Start to the ' 
latent Seeds of Corruption, which infallibly - 
fpring up in Tares and Thirties. Thus th« 
native Energy of the Soul is deftroyed, the 

Duties 



zjo On the Purfuit offatfe Pleajure 4 &c. 

Duties of Life arc not fo much as thought 
of, and all Improvement in Religion and 
Virtue rendered utterly impoflible. . Hence, 
I fay, as ail irtimbderate Attachment to Di- 
vcrfioh terids to^xtinguiih livery Degree of 
Virtue, it partakes, in the ftrifteft Senfe, 
of the Nature of Vice, and will therefore 
fiand expofed to all its Consequences. 

So much may juftly be aflirmed of every 
Athuferocnt, cveij the moft innocent. But 
♦here is one, much indeecf fought after at 
prefent, with a View t6 Pleafure, whicl} 
forely, of all others, has the leaft Pretence 
to it ;*and which, above every other, repays 
its blind Followers with Vexation and Dif- 
appointment: I mean, that of immoderate 
Gaming. ♦ ■ • , 

To analyze it therefore into its prin- 
ciples. — The very beft Confequence that 
eould be hoped for, even fuppofing what is, 
impoffiblcr a continued Rur pi fortune, 
—the very beft, I fay, that can be hoped, 
would be an inordinate Luft of Gain : For, 
. it is always obferved, that the Succefsful, 



in 
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in thisWay, grow proportionably covetous: 
Hence arifes a certain Eagernefs, a reftlefs 
Craving of the Mind, after an Object 
which can never fatisfy it. And even this, 
ignoble as it is, is deeply tin&ured with 
perpetual Doubts, and the Fear of a Rp* 
yerfe of Fortune : Henfce the moftdiftreff- 
ful Anxiety arifes j the inward Pcaefr and 
Balance of the Mind is deftroyed, and the 
{Uftra&ed Heart fet at Variance with itfelf. 
But this is a very weak and imperfect 
Pi&ure of a Gaming Table 1 For, as the 
Tjdc of Fortuno ebbs, at leaft as often as 
it flows, fathe fad Rcverjfe, to which every 
Adventurer is expofed, awakens by Turns 
every gloomy and accurfed Paffion of thc v 
Soul, Here we may often fee % numerous 
AflfmWy of both Sexes 9 chained down by 
fheM^ick of |he fatal Circle * the S$r- 
terer feated triumphant in theMidft, with 
his Inftrumcnt* of Deceit before him : At 
length the Spell begins to work, and the 
Ei>giae of FaUhood is put in Motion : The 
inchanted Crowd, ftand fix'd with anxious 

Eyes 
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Eyes and beating Hearts, 'till, in the End, 
Fate proclaims the Magician victorious $ 
• who, by fecret and unfufpe&ed Arts, hatlj 
conveyed the Wealth of his Followers into 
his own Pocket ; leaving them nothing in 
Return but the juft Reward of Grief and 
Vexation, Indignation and Remorfe. Here 
one may often fee thbfairejt Faces, form'd, 
furely, for more amiable and virtuous Pur- 
pofes, dim'd with Enyy, or kindling into 
Rage; by Turns diffyaded with the Ty- 
rany of .every vile AfFe&ion ; transformed 
from Graces into Furies; fquandering thbfe 
Fortunes, which their provident and in- 
dulgent Parents had bequeathed them, 
with far other Hopes and Expectations . 
letting to the Hazard the very Mearis of 
their future Support ; and along with it, 
what ought to be ftill more dear, the Pu- 
rity of Virgin Innocence. And is this the 
Path that leads to true and lafting Plea- 
sures ? Are thefe the Boafts and Orna T ' 
irents of the fofter Sex? Can thefe Ac- • 
complifhments form the affectionate Wife, 

the 
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the tender Mother, the faithful and do- 
meftic Friend; Can thefe engage the 
Lover, or fix the AfFedtions of the Huf. 
band ? While thefe things are done, Can 
we wonder that the marry'd State fhould 
every Day grow more- hated, more dread- 
ful ? Can we wonder that the Maid fhould 
pafs her Days in Neglect, and the Wife 
be discarded, as ruinous and intolerable ? 

The faftrionable Abfurdities of our own 
Sex, in thefe Matters, are equally amazing 
and deftrudtive. Do not we fee Men 
patting their beft Hours, and their Prime 
of Life, in thefe Scenes of Folly ; whofe 
Rank, Fortunes, and natural Abilities 
might entitle them to the higheft Office* 
in the Common-wealth? Degrading them- 
felves to the low Level of profefled 
Gamefters, and herding with thefe, as 
their chief Intimates, their bofom Friends ? 
Blind to every Kind of Merit, but that of 
the learned Artift, whofe boafted Qualifi- 
cation is, that he is both able and willing 
to eafe them of the ufelefs Burthen of an 
T EJiate. 
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Ejtate^ Yet, fond as they are of this m^ct 
Extravagancfe in Theory, the Pra&ice ttf i* 
is attended with the moft confummatfe 
Mifery. The feme Conflict of torment- 
trig Paffions, as hath already been de~ 
fcribed, rifes to blaft their unwarrantable 
Pleafures; and their falfe Purfuits too ge~ 
nerally conclude with curling themfelves^ 
and blafpheming Providence. Here then 
behold the Wretch Compleated! Surrounded 
by a Train of inextricable Miferies ! hfo 
fortunes vanifhed, beyond Redemption ! 
He cannot work j and to beg be is ajhamedt 
He ' hath difgraced his Anceftors, afcd 
fttined his Pofterity: Behind him, he fee* 
nothing but Guilt and Shame; before him r 
nothing but Mifery and Defpair. Whal 
then remains, but that he throw the laft 
fatal Dye for Eternity, and conclude thfe 
horrid Scene by a Halter, & Dagger, or % 
Pijlol! 

Or if his Fury, Horror, and Defpair, 
break not forth upon himfelf, they are fure 
to difcharge themfelves on his Fellow- 

Creatures* 



i 
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Crf/ftifres. His intemperate -Wants call 
aloud for Gratification and Force muft re** 
ftore, what Folly deprived him of. Hence 
thofe Evils which are rifing with unheard 
of Aggravations: Hence thefe Complainings 
in our Streets; Hence the Spirit of Vio- 
lence hath gone out among us ; and the 
Land -is fill'd with Robbery and Murder^ 

It may feem ftrange that fuch ExcefTes 
fhould be allow'd in a free State : But it is 
yet more ftrange, that fuch Excefles fhould 
fee allow'd and pra&ifed among the Great, 
at a Time when there are Laws in Force 
againft them. And do thefe a& the Part 
of Magifiratesi of Legijlators, of Patriots, 
or of Men, who either by a Toleration, 
by Encouragement, or Example, thus 
Wantonly fet at Defiance the very Laws 
which themfelves have made or recom- 
mended ? Can true Pleafure, or Satisfac- 
tion, arife from a Conduit fo inconfiftent 
with itfelf? Or, can the leading Part of 
Mankind ever hope, that their Inferiors 
Will reverence the Laws, while they fee 
T 2 their 
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% . * » " 

their Superiors publickly defpile thenar 
Hence, I fear, many of our greateft Evift 
flow; and hence, I fear, much greater 
are to Jbe ejcpe&fcd. A learned Heathen, 
* Man equally renowned as a Captain, a 
Pbilofophei> and .Politician a ; this Great 
Perfon informs us, That nothing was Co 
remarkable in the , fam'd Lacedamontan 

Republick, as that perfedt and entire Sub- 

• - • it, 

v miffion given to the Laws by the great eft 
People and bigbefi Ranks of the Common- 
wealth: He accounts for the Stability and 
long Duration of that Republic; frqm thjs 
one Principle, above all others; and tells us, 
That this Circumftance no fooner ceafed, 

than the Lacedamontan State -partook of 
the common Fate of Empires* How far 
this Obfervation may relate to our own 
Hfimes and Country, I am unwilling to fay. 
They whom it .more nearly concerns, 
muft be better Judges : And fure it be- 
hoves them ferioufly to reflect upon it* I 

• Xenophon. 

would 
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woulfi not defignedly be either timid or 
prefuraing. But this is certain, and this 
prince Office obliges me to fay, ! that the 
united Voices of all Ages and Nations do 
proclaim this Truth, That a general and 
open Contempt of eftablifh'd Laws among 
tjie higher Ranks of Men, hath always 
been a preceding Sympton, a certain Indi- 
cation, of the approaching DifTolution of 
a State. — If, therefore, you pf efcr a well- 
grounded and lafting, to a tnmfient and 
(hbrt-liv'd Pleafure* if yoja have any Re- 
gard for your Country *p#I Parity ^^ 
youf Paffion for low *nd felfifh Grat^k^ 
tions hath riot effaced the natural Imprer 
flions of Huipanity ; Finally f what/over 
- Things are boneji, what/oever. Things are 
juj}> whatfoever Things or* lovely f what- 
Jbevir Things are of good Report, if there 
be any Virtue^ if there be. any Praije, 

THINK OF THESE THINGS. 

In confluence pf thefe Refiedions, 

s which demonftra*s how ; fatally we are 

unified in our Purfuits of Pleafure, let me 

bU*< T 3 »° w 
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now in Conclufion point out thfe real, aAd 
let me add, the eafy, Method of obtaining 
it. And this will be found to confift in thd 
fincere Practice of every Virtue-, or, in other 
Words, in the unfeigned Exercife of 
Cbriftian Charity, which is declared to b$ 
the End of the Commandment. 

But here it jnay be proper firft to en-* 
quire, Why, if true Virtue and true Cha* 
rity be the fame; Why, in an age con» 
fefledly n9t wanting in a Spirit of Charity 
find Benevolence, fo little true oxAfubjtan* 
fial Virtue fhould be found ? 

This, tho' perhaps, at firft View", a diffi- 
cult Queftion, yef admits of a very eafy 
Solution from two Caufes, arifing from 
Jthe.fame blind Principle of prefent Grati- 
fication; For, in the firft Place, tho' w<| 
wai>t not the Feelings of Benevolence^ 
when an Objedt of Pity ftrikes our Eyes, 
yet we have fo many Views of falfe Plea* 
Jure and Amufement\ fo many Calls of a 
meaner and motefelfijh Kind tp gratify, as 
PQt'Oply leften our Befire of relieving the 

Diftrefs 
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Piftrcfs we fee, but infallibly prevent any' 
Care, or Inquiry after fuch Objedts as fall 
not beneath our Notice. In a word; tho' 
to relieve the Pain in our own Breaft, we 
relieve a prefent Object of Diftrefs, yet we 
. do it not upon any fteady Principle, and 
therefore, muft ever do. it in fuch a Man* 
ner as is partial and defcftive. 

The other Reafon is, becaufe at prefent 
there generally prevails a very imperfect 
Idea of the Nature of Charity: For whereas 
it confifts in a Jleady and Jincere Defire of 
promoting the Happinefs of all Mankind; 
the common Notion is, that the Whole 
lies in relieving an Objedt of Diftrefs. 
Hence we fee Multitudes who feem to 
think themfelves charitable, while they 
give Way to every vile Inclination, ex- 
cept only that of a hardened Heart. 
Hence we fee the one Sex triumphing in a 
-fingle A6t of Compaflion, as the Sum of all 
Virtue, while they indulge in Debauchery, 
Prophaftenefs, and Revenge; And the other 
think themfelyes pjprfecStJy charitable, while 
..they riot in jEnvy.,in Calumny,and Slander, 
% T 4 But. 
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7*^ \w{$ytld give qll^r Qodk tf>fe&f1& 
fyor„ ^nd f jbaye #<tf , Charity,. <w «r«mfkw& 
But> thitthctx^jFrw^j^f th# Spirit nit 
Iwf, , Joy, Long-f$ering; Kyidnefs, t ftfl*. 
t fence $ Temperance; That Charity enyktb 
not, is npt piffled up % jntf pajify provoke^ 
feeketh Vflt,her.Q t wn > ryoicetb npt.in Evilp* 
but rejoicetb ip the Truth* bppetb, believeib* 
and endure th all Thwgs* 

It is fron> this Blefled and Heavenly 
Temper of Mind, that true and lajting 
Pleajure is to be expected : It is this that 
conquers every turbulent and* xmeafy 
Paffipn; and, like its pivine Author, t 
fubdues. all Things *unto itffjf. This heavenly 
Temper, which wie.nee^ pnly wifh for tp 
be poflefled of, gives that calm and fefting 
Joy tP.its poiTeflbr, whkh is fought for in : 
vain s by . the Gay and the Licentious* U 
partakes not ofths Nature of Amufem«nt$ f 
which often di%uft,.even when we feek 
them ; f but every additional Aft, nay, evsry 
iincere Wifli of Kindnefs whiph we beftow, 

raifeth 
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teifttfe us to fKH higher land higher De- 
grees of Pleafiire, which flows upon the 
Mind in Proportion as the Mind grows 
more virtuous. Then indeed, thofe very 
Amufements which otherwife can afford 
nothing but Difappointment, do in m 
inferior Degree become the Means of real 
Pleafure: We ftiall not, ihdeed, think fo 
highly of thefe, neither, on the other hand, 
fhall we be baulked in our Expectations : 
For as we fh^ll fe* no higher Value upon 
{hem, tlian what in. their Nature they 
deferve, fo we fhall reap from them all 
that Satisfaction which they can, or were 
defigned to give us. They will then be as 
fo many tributary Streams of Pleafure, 
flowing in arid uniting with the Great One 
of Charity and Virtue. 

Neither is the Pleafure which true 
Virtue and unlimited Charity afford, con- 
fined like that of falfe Pleafure, to tho 
fhort Period of Action. It is their peculiar 
Nature, not to lofe their Force, but to 
increafe,' to double by Refiedtion, Here, 
indeed, lies their great and effential Supe- 
4 riority, 



4«2 Onthe<Purfuittf&lfc$y^ 

riority, over • every * other* Sburfce of De- 
light: For, as the bufy Mind will often 
defcertd in itfelf $ fo the Vain, the Gapri~ 
cious, the ■ Idle, die Licentious, when 
Thought drags them' Homewafds, in Spite 
of their Follies, they wander thro' them- 
felves as thro* ah empty and defolate Habi- 
tation, feeking *Reft and finding none. But 
the truly Virtuous cm always find a Friend 
at Home ; a faithful and domeftic Friend, 
his own Confcience. In this happy Com- 
merce he finds unceafihg Pleafure; Here he 
can pafs Hours, and £>ays, without looking 
out for one empty ahd foreign Amufement. 
This affords that ftill-increafing Satisfac- 
. tion, gives that perfed Repofe, that Divine 
Contentment to the Soul, which fills up 
the whole Capacity for Blife, and leaves 
not even a Wifh for more. 

And as every Branch of Virtue and un- 
feigned Charity is a Source of the pureft 
and moft lafting Pleafare; fo, in a peculiar 
Manner, is that moft eflential Part of it, 
which I am at prefent called upon to re- 
commend: 
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commend : I mean that of re&evmg the 

,< The Nature of that charitable Fotrnda* 
/w&, which we arc here met to forward, 
is £o well known, fhat, I fuppoi#,.it were 
needlefs to dwvll on explaining it. In one 
tfrord,. it is a Fund eftabliflied in Behalf of 
the Diftempered Poor of this Kingdom, 
who are capable of being relieved by the 
Medicinal Waters of this Places but inca- 
pable, thro* their low Cjrcumftances, of 
partaking of their. Benefits. 

And, fure, if any Principle of Huma- 
nity can touch your Hearts, you will joy- 
fully contribute to fo noble a Purpofe, 
.You here have the Opportunity of making 
yourfelves the Minifters of Providence, in 
working EfFe&s almoft miraculous ; of 
giving Health to the Sick* Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet to the Lame : Of being 
the good Angels, fent from Heaven to pre- 
pare, the healing Pool for the Withered, the 
Halt, and the Maimed; And this* at fo 
eafy a Rate, as that of retrenching an un- 
1 necejfary 



necejfary ExptimJ s*wJ tapping clearof jhe 
Anxieties of. deluding Fb%. Here, >th|?n t 
depbiiti *"■ Share .of that > Wealth,, whichi 
oh other Ofccafita*, »yo* apGfp free* to b$t 
iftoW ^ for htete, thD-ywi;gn^-^iwcapiw>f 
be Lofers) but: will receive in Return ao 
femple Reoompeitce of Peace,: aad . lafting 
Pleafure. " - • ♦ 

Could you be pfefent, perfonally pre* 
ftv&i tb the many Obje&s of Dtftrefs^ 
Which thro 1 this Kingdom now lie pant- 
ing and languiftiing for tbefe Waters of 
health, yet unable, thro 1 their Poverty* 
t& rieach them ; fure 1 im, ; that your natq* 
ral Humanity would kindle into Com* 
pafflpn : Did ypu fee them lift top. their, 
Eyes to you for Relief, would you reftffe 
to extend the bountepus Hand, and £*ub 
yottr Fellows-Creatures, by d&Jtenfing aa 
inconfiderable Pittance of your Fortune ? 
'If not, then let your Compaffion rife into 
Ptrtuei and do that from Principle, to 
which you would be prompted by an hopeft 
Paflion. 

Figure 



- * : Figrtre to ymt$Avt&i I betisgtik >jreuy aa 
ihduftriotife Faik^/ 9 ^ : tfh^MtfiinlBU' f &i 
Defc«iK:y by 1 a Fathte0*fe IatM;$ aiid^tyta* 
tfeer's' Gare $-<-but now reduced* to' Penury* 
by an affliaing -Offlcxapto. felfei*«>a fok4 
whtf was once its* Comfort r > and fi«pjioctJ: 
By ybur timely Generofity hc-paitakef of 
thefe Medicinal Waters, and returns 
"hoffte; blefs'd with: Health and Steeagth. ' 
Could this Wo* M* 'afford . you :a , fincerer 
Pleafure than to fee his fmiling, Iti&ftts 
welcome 'his happy Rstuoi* and M&6 aftfl 
pray for the generous Hand that hfifl 
rtftored their food Parent t« his Jieajtk 
and enabled hkn once mot^fp provide 
their dpily Bread? Would i)ot>your Hearts 
glotar with Joy, when yon.fhoulfi he^r 
him, with Gratitude, recount the Glories 
hd£ this Place, to his lifteqing philckea? 
when he fhould tell them of the Numb- 
ers he had feen here, diftinguifbed by 
their Birth, Rank, and Fortune; yet ftijl 
lefs diftinguifhed by their Birth, Rank, 

or 
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or Fortune, than by their Noblenda of 
Mind, and boundleft Charity. . 

Many of you are blefs'd with Heath, a* 
Well as Affluence : If (b» let your Gratitude 
to Heaven appear in your Bounty: It is tfatf 
peculiar Mark of a generous Mind, to bo 
fteady to Virtue in a prosperous Condition* 

Some of you, doubtlefs* labour under fr 
Want of Health- To fuch, can there need 
an Argument to excite their Bounty ? Let 
the Senfc and Feeling of your own Infir- 
mities teach you to pity thofe of others: 
Of fuch too, as are not blefled like you* 
with die outward Conveniencics of Life* 
but, befides the Affliction of Difeafe, labour, 
tinder the additional IUs, of Poverty, Cold* 
and Hunger. 

And, let this Confederation be laid to 
Heart by all : That whatever profperoos 
Condition you may now enjoy, yet as Age 
and Infirmities ileal on, the evil Days wUl 
come, when you fhall fey, you have no 
Pkafure in them. In this laft Period of, 
Affliction, common to the Greateft and the 

Leaft* 
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Leaflj. when neither- Wealth, ; Palaces* 
Attendance, Titles, car . DiiHodbitm, catt 
yield yqti Comfort >: when ev^ry outward 
Support (hall fail yowy then fhall this one, 
this vnty Source of la#kg Pteafur* break 
forth with double Vigour in the Mind* 
and when every other Foundation gives 
Way, this Reflection will iliH bear you 
up> tven in Sfcknefs and in Death, that 
yovt had relieved the LXiJirejfa of yjouf 
Ftlkw-Creatures ; that you had. been JSygs 
to the Blind, and JFW* to the Lam i thai 
the Blejfmg tf him that was ready to periftti 
bad cdme upon you ; and that. yen had catifed 
the widow's Heart tojingjbr Joy* 

Finally, if you can caft up your Eyest 
to Heaven, and contemplate the Happinef* 
thfere prepared for the Juft and Mercifbl, 
you will fihd fuch Pleafures attending ott< 
ydur Virtue, as nothing on Earth can either 
rival or reprefent: Such as Eye hath not 
feen, nor Ear beard, neither bath it entered 
into tin Heart of Man to conceive. 

Time 
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Thus in every Light are Charity and 
Happinefs concentred, thro* every Period 
of our Exiftence. The Joys of Vanity, or 
Vice, are like hafty Brooks, noify and impe- 
tuous, but of no Duration: Thofe of true 
Charity, Virtue, and ReHgim, are Hke clear 
and conftant Streams, calm and majeftic in 
their Courfe; they ruit uninterrupted thro* 
Life, they fhall be continued beyond the 
Grave; and not only continued, but aug- 
mented into Rivers of Joy, which Jhali 
run at Gov's Right Hand for evermore. 
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LETTER 



T O T H E 



Principal Inhabitants of the Britijk 
North- American Colonies, 

On Occasion of the PEACE, 



SIRS, 

A S the Jong-defired Time is at length 
JlJL arrived, when the Bleflings of Peace 
are happily reftored, and his Majefty's 
American Dominions inlarged and fecured ; 
give me leave (fo far as relates to my par- 
ticular Profeflion) to lay before you fomp 
Qbfervations, which may tend to the con- 
tinued Security of the Colonies which you 
j#habit ; as well as to the proper Improve- 
P" 3k mci)it 
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ment and Progrefs of true Chriftianity, ir* 
the feveral Diftri&s of Britifh America, 

The general Truths relative to thefe 
important Subjects, are delivered in the 
following Difcourfe, The Obfervations 
which I beg Leave*to offer in this Addrefs* 
are fuch as more particularly relate to your~ 
(elves. And as you are the firft great 
- Barrier j on which your Mother-Country 
muft depend for the Security of her Colo- 
nies, every Confideration whkh can add 
new Motives to your well- directed Zeal, 
though they tt\ote immediately affed: 
Yourfelves, yet in the End they muft 
touch the Interefts of our common 
Country, 

As tnie Chriftianity cannot be* either 
propagated or eftabliftied, but on the Prin- 
ciples of Chriftian Liberty ; let me firft* 
with all due Refpedt and Freedom, lay 
before you the peculiar Reafons, oh which 
Tou, above all the Inhabitants of the Earthy 
ought to be zealous in eftablifhing the 
generous Principles of religious Freedom. 
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in tbfi following Difcourfc you will fee 
a general Sketch of the gradual Decline of 
ipeligious Liberty, from that Perfection 
which it juftly boafted in the firft Ages of 
Chriftianity. This Decline ended in it's 
total Extinction j which was in Time fol- 
lowed by its imperfed Revival, in the 
Days of Luther* In Europe, the 
Confequence of thefe Events hath been, 
that the feveral Sedfcs of Chriftians diffent- 
ing from the eftablifhed Religion of their 
refpe&ive Countries, arofe in fmall Num- 
bers of Men : Hence, although mutual 
Diflike hath been too general among the 
feveral Denominations of Chriftians ; yet 
the nafcent Se&s have been but feldom of 
Force to controul the leading Spirit of the 
national Religion ; which hath generally 
been of Power to overbear thpm by its legal 
EftabKfhment. Thus, both the public 
Peace, and many good EfFedts of Religion 
(though even in fome Degree intolerant) 
have been in Part maintained, though the 
true Spirit of religious Freedom hath beea 
U 3 but 
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but littler attended . to* The R^gioft , pjf 
the Country* though imperfeft, hath ftill 
beerar able! to co-operate with thtf Wifdon^ 
of the State ; and hence, at leaft a coqft~. 
Jient Syflem of Policy hath arifen. •. . 

But on the Continent of Briti/b AinvH 

JtiCA 1 , the Matter hath been quitd othetn 

wife, Fer hcrc^ the feveral Colonies^ 

though united under one common King 

artd Cmntry, were from their very fiift 

Eftablifhment inhabited by Chriftians of 

various Denominations, divided \n Prim 

eipk and Opinion *, x fame of them driven 

from their Country by this very Want of 

Religious Freedom ; and all of them* but 

too much tainted with the fame intolerant 

Spirit which they fo juftly condemned in 

dthers ; on an Equality with Refpefifc to 

Property and Power j and* too generally 

pofleffcd, I fear, with fuch a mutual Diflike 

and Jealoufy, as muft ever retard maaj 

public Meafures which may refpeft the 

common Good pf All ; unlefs the genuine 

Spirit of Chriiiian Liberty {ball at length, 

unite 



*#* American Colonies. • i0£ 

finite them in the perfect Bonds of Charity 
and mutual* Love: Hence, • then, arifes d 
peculiar' Argument, on which the Inha- 
bitants of the American Colonies fhould 
Zealoufly adopt the generotis Principles of 
Religious Freedoms * becaiife <hat undha-i 
f itafele Difunion and *JDi4Hkc, v/Mch, in the 
European Coun tries * may f>6t affedt the 
public Mcafures, mufi inevitably, in the 
American Colonies, (wherethe contending 
religious Interefts are heirly jequal) be< at* 
tended with Confequehccs which are bad\ 
may poflibly be attended with Gonfequpn* 
ces that art fatal. i 

Hence then arifes a powerful Argument 
for your putting on the Spirit of Modera* 
tion, and the Adoption of religious Li- 
berty ; without which, even the temporal 
Interefts of the Colonies muft be ofteA 
©bftruttedj. without which, the diftant 
and. out-lying Parts of the Britijh Settle- 
ments muft be doomed to live in Ignor- 
ance and Error ; and without which the 
jlative Jkdimsjvtxkll either continue in their 
U 4 prefent 
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fky.and Vice; or ttwft become yourtijoft 
dangerous Enemies, by the Adoption o£ 
the Principles of Popery* * 

And this nataraliy leads me to lay bew 
fore you the peculiar Circumftances which 
attend your > Situation* with -refpeft to { tft* 
popifh Settlements which lie cbntiguou* 
to the Proteftant ones* and to poihtout 
the Dangers that may and mujft arife froto 
that Quarter, unleft a true Spirit of Chri* 
v ftian Liberty and Zeal unite and animate 
you to the effectual Civilization and Coft- 
. verfion of your native Indian Allies; 
. And here, yuu will firft pardon me» if 
I obferye, that, though a narrow, intolerant, 
aad perfecuting Spirit hath too frequently 
Jn»n fcuad araong,. the ieyeral Protean* 
Churches $ yet this falfe Zeal is not at- 
tended with the fame Eagernefs for the 
Conversion of others, as is found in the 
Roman Church. The Reafon of this Dif-> 
fcrence lies here ; That the Principle aS 
Intolerance and Perfecution arifes in the 
.4 Church 
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Church «£ Rome from a confident Prin- 
ciple $nd Belief, that there is no Salvation 
beyond the Pale of their Communion. 
This Principle no Protectant holds ; and 
therefore the falfe Zeal of a perfecutiiig or 
intolerant Pioteftant hath not the fame 
Foundation, nor is therefore attended with 
the fajae fteady Confequences, with that 
yrhjch is built on the Popifli Faith. The 
persecuting Zeal of the Papift is founded 
in Principle ; and therefore urges on ft> 
JConyerfion from $ Motive of CbarMjf : 
The perfecuting Zpal of a Proteftant i$ 
only founded in Pajtou; and therefore 
goes no farther than as it is urged by the 
Motive of Diflike <f. Hence the Popijk 
Coleqies will always out-do the Prottfiant, 
i» the Conversion of Idolaters; unlefs thefe 

t As this mjiy be thought not altogether sonfifttfit 
WUh what is faid in p. 324. of the following Difcourfe ; 
it may be proper to obferve, that the Principle of Per- 
secution there mentioned, is called the fame with that 
it Popery, with Refpedt to fab Confequences only as 
'4i ife from Dj/JMe. • 

, laft 



19$ A Letter to tike Inhabitants df 

laft be ftrongly united by the Principles 
of Chriftian Liberty, and animated by z 
generous Zeal for the real Welfare of 
Mankind, 

I In Support of thefe Truths, I have for- 
merly appealed to the State of Popery and 
Proteftantifm on the Continent of America.' 
" There the different Genius of thefe two 
" Syftems operates with Univerfality and! 
** Power. The Papifts are zealous, watch-* 
"'ftil'and affiduous; the Proteftants arc 
*' cold, indifferent and neglectful. The 

II Spaniards, in Courfe of Time, will have 
" converted one half of the vaft fbutherri 
" Continent, and murdered the pthert 
* € The French joyn Policy to Zeal ; of 
** rather, make Zeal fubfeirvieht to Policy*. 
^ They reafon, they perfuade, they cajoli, 
" they terrify the poor Indian Nations ; 
u and by every Means of Truth and Falfe- 
«♦ hood, draw them over to their Party.. 
« The Cohduft of the Ehglijh is the 
c « Jteverfeof all this. Doubtlefs, many of 



u our Miffionaries are worthy Men:. But 
€€ it mull be acknowledged, as the natural 
«< Eac& and Defeft of the Pr/tfeftant Sy- 
u ftem, that they are not generally impelled 
€€ by Zeal, but compelled by Neceflity^to 
V vifit thefe remote and inhofpitable Re- 
" giona* Jn the xneap Time, thp Inhabit 
** bitante of our Colonies are,, like our-- 
-*, (elves* top generally, given up to Views 
" of Gain and Pleafure : Thus Popery ad n 
" vances with dreadful Strides, while 
u P*oteftantifm lies immerfed iu Indolenqq 
« and Sleep »K -. * \ : '; 

Left this fliould be regarded as an aggra- 
vated Reprefentation 5 give me Leave to 
fubjoyn a ftrong Confirmation of, the 
whole, contained in a Letter from an 
Oifrcer in North America, directed . to 
Mr* Davis, Bookfeller, in Holborn\ and 
dated 'December 1758. 

* Eftimate &c. Vpl. JJ. p, 143, 
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j SIR* 

« THave read two Volumes, intituled/ 
An JEftimate of the" Manner* and 
Principles of the Times} and as I think 
I have received Improvement by them, 
I offer the Author my grateful Acknow- 
ledgments. But this is not the chief 
Motive which leads me to trouble you with 
this Letter In VoL IL Part IL Sediort 
^* this Writer feoms to me «o have deve- 
loped this Subjedfc with i fo much Peseta* 
tion, and found Rcafoning, and thrown £& 
akhnfctg a Light upon it, that if it has 
atft, or flbould not, roufe the Attention, of 
his' Countrymen in general, and of thofe 
in particular who fuperintend the public 
Welfare, it will be a melancholy Demon- 
stration* that he hath not coloured hi? 
Picture up to the Life.. As my Abfence 
from my native Country for fome Years 
has deprived, me of the Opportunity of 
knowing many Fads this Writer aflerts, 
though from a Credibility of his Evidence, 

and 
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and a Variety of Circumftances, my Faith 
is not a wavering one* fo my Rtfidence 
and Situation in this Part of the eWorld 
bath enabled me to,ftrengthe» the Pfcoof 
of his Subjfft in the above Se&ion ; l 
mean with regard to the growth and Jn-t 
fluence of Popery over the North Ameri^ 
(an India/is : and it is the Knowledge of 
this Fait, and the very important Confer 
quences of it, which prevailed upon mp 
to offer to this Author, additional Evw 
dence to the Truth and Weight of hi* 
Reafoning. Throughout North America 
the Englijh have but one Chapel, and bat 
one Miffionary amongft the Indians, The 
former is feldom opened, and* the Zeal of 
the latter feems confined to his Penfion c* 
Salary, from the Society in London. The 
French have many Indian Chapels, and a 
great Number of very able and zealous Mif- 
pnaries. Our Indian Intereft hath been for 
Years decreafing— The French increafing. 
Tho* on our Side the Want of a religious 
Attention to the Indians, or, in other 

Words, 
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Wordsi ofa ! t-digiaufly-politic Coricfuft toi* 
wlards therri, :J ha$ not been the only "tn-> s 
ftance of out Mifcondudt ; yet I believe it 
hafh been ! <hcf Aioft fatal Inftance. To the 
religioufty^ptilitic Meafures of the French- 
towards the Indians, is the fncreafe of their* 
Intereft atti6tig them almoft owing. With-* 
out at Superiority* of Indian Intereft, the- 
French could neither have extended no/ 
maintained thofe Encroachments in thii 
Part of the World, which' occasioned the 
prefent War, A considerable Number of 
the Indians are attafched to the Intereft ofi 
t\\$. French by the Ties of. Religion only;? 
and this to fuch a Degree, that they &rq 
themfelves Miffionarie6 amongft "other Jn->> 
dians. Thefe Papift Indians have catched, 
the peffecutinjg and intolerant Spirit of 
Popery, and wage War againft the Englijh. 
upon the inveterate Principles of that 
hlood-fhedding Perfuafion, which is kept 
up and heightened by the infernal Applaufe 
of their Priefts. The Tuperftitious and 
diabolical Spirit of Popery, by the lift- 
,: ' righteoy* 
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rightepus A&s.and indefatigable Zeal of 
$h,eir Miflionaries, is extending itfelf 
amongft the Indians in general, and is, I 
fear, too powerful for any merely politi- 
cal Conduct of ours towards thofe People 
to refift. Without a fuperior Indian In- 
tereft to the French, ' the Britijh Colonies, 
though they were environed by. the ancient 
Wall of Qhinv, and their numerous 
Troops, qaay • poffibly be pehetrated and 
fubdued by thefe ' Jlmericiitii %ntirs^% 
aind the Event, under the Influence of 
French Ambition and Popifh perfecting 
Principles, would be infinitely more fatal. 
The Start Popery hath got over the In-' 
dians; and its peculiar Advantages,' efpc-*; 
cially with refped: to thefe Savages, over 
the utmoft Efforts of Proteftantifm, ren- 
ders it very dubious, whether a religi-' 
Oufly politic Conduit in the Englijh to- 
wards thofe People will be able to throw 
the Ballance of Indian Intereft into our 

. rj- Titers fignifies Rowru 

JSclae. 
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Scale. Hence a Queftion arifes, Whether 
any thing lefs than an abfolute Conqueft 
of the French in North America can fecuM 
the hrkijh Dominions there? Some Pa-* 
Iters have been transmitted to England* 
which may probably be offered to the Pe* 
rufel of the Public, Moft of thefe Stric- 
tures, with feme others, would have had 
Place in thofe Papers, but the Author 
thought they did not come within his Plan ; 
if Leifore and other Circutoftances ihould 
confpire, thofe may make a Part of fomo 
future Publication* But as that is at pre* 
fent a Matter of great Uncertainty, the 
Writer of this Letter was defirous of 
contributing his. Teftimony to the par-i 
ticular Part of Dr. Brown's Ejlimate as 
above referred to." 

I am, Sir, &c 

As this Gentleman hints at fome fur-* 
ther Publications on this important Sub- 
ject, it were much to be wiihed, that he 

would 
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ho would fulfill hie felutary Purpofe : and 
if this.Addrefc fhould be icy fortunate as to 
reach, his Notice, whether in Eurdpe ot 
America, I beg Leave to call upon him, in 
th^Nai^e of his Country, to do this pub* 
lie Service 1 which may tend ftill farther 
to open the Eyes of every Briton, on a 
Subject upon which the future Security of 
our Ndrtb American Colonies, and there* 
fore of Great Britain herfelf, will depend* 

In the mean Time, till more enlarged 
Evidences may arife, it happens to be in 
my Power to corroborate this Gentleman's 
Cbfervations, by the concurrent, Tefti- 
mony of Captain Schomberg* another Offi- 
cer, now in England. 

It appears, by authentic Letters, which 
I* have feen in this Gentleman's PofTeflion, 
that, at the Beginning of^the late War, the 
French had eftablifhed an able Miflionary, 
Monfieur Mail lard, in Acadia, with 
the Title of Grand Vicar. This Perfon, 
after making himfelf Mafter of the Lan- 
guage, and affimilating his Manners to 
X thofe 
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thofe of the Natives, preached the Roman 
Catholic Faith among them: and by re- 
moving his Habitation from one Place to 
another, performed Mafs and adminiftered 
the Sacrament to more than ten Tribes of 
Indians, whom by thefe Means he had 
gained abfolutely over to his Command* 
His Influence among them was fo great, 
that in Reality he flood in the Place of his 
Mafter the French King : a Circumftance 
which is fufficiently confirmed by the fol- 
lowing Fadt ; that Captain Schomberg (then 
Lieutenant in the 40th Regiment) having 
been fent into Acadia by General Whit- 
more, and underftanding the Language of 
the Country, gained Mr. Mai/lard to the 
Interefts of Great Britain ; and folely thro* 
his Influence and Authority brought over 
thefe numerous Tribes of Savages from be- 
ing the Enemies, to be the Friends, of our 
Country. 

From thefe inconteftable Fads, then, it 
appears, what a zealous and aftive Enemy 
you have to oppofe, in the Papift Miflion- 

aries, 
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&rits, who have been long and powerfully 
difperfed among the Indian Tribes; and 
who, you may depend upon it, will con- 
tinue their unwearied Endeavours, to bring 
them over to the Principles of the Roman 
Church. 

Let me now conclude with another Cir- 
cumftance of Danger, which muft not be 
omitted here. Before the Commencement 
of the late War, the Principles and Mini- 
fters of Popery, though near, yet were not 
mixed with the Colonies of Great ^Britain* 
But by theTerms of Capitulation, both at 
Quebec and Montreal, the Roman Catholic 
Religion is tolerated in the feveral Settle- . 
ments conquered from the Crown of 
France. The Confequence of this mitjl be, 
a frequent Intercourfe and Communication 
of Protejiants with Papifis ; a Circumftance 
fo pregnant with Danger, fuppofing Zeal 
on the one Part, and Remiffhefs on the other, 
that I think it were needlefs to enlarge upon 
it, in order to rouze you into Caution. 

What, then, is the proper Part for the 

Inhabitants of our Colonies to adt, under 

X 2 Circumftances 
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Circumftances fo delicate and important ? 
Extirpation, or even Perfection* the Prin- 
ciples of our Excellent Religion, as well 
as the Humanity of our Manners, and 
the good Faith of our Politics, do abfo- 
lutely forbid : Nothing therefore is left for 
you to do, but to combat falfe Zeal with 
Zeal which is according to Knowledge :■ to 
be united and firm in maintaining, in com- 
municating, in eftablifhing the great and 
effential Principles of Chriftianity, throwr 
ing off the Sin which may fo eafily hefetyou % 
that of too great Eagernefs and unchriftian 
Contention, about thofe fecondary and in- 
cidental Differences of Opinion which feem 
to divide you into various Sedts ; while you 
all rejoice in one common Day, which the 
glorious Light of the Gofpel hath fpread 
over the Britifh Dominions. ' 

Thefe falutary, great, and glorious Pur- 
pofes, the Eftablifhment of Colleges in 
America can alone tend thoroughly to effect. 
For in the firft Place, the frequent Commu- 
nication and Intercourfe, which this Efta- 
blifhment will naturally create among Pro- 
tectants 



the Ameficdn Colonies. 309 

teftants of every Denomination in America* 
will of Courfe tend to wear off that mu- 
tual Diflikc, which often arifes, and is al- 
ways increafed, by that Diftance and Re~ 
ferve which different Setts of Religion com- 
monly maintain towards each other. By 
thefe Means you will often find your Prin- 
ciples the fame, where you before thought 
they had differed : By thefe Means you will 
often find you have wifhed each other well, 
when both Parties fufpefted the contrary* 
And laftly, the ftrong and powerful Efta- 
bliihment of American Colleges can alone 
tend effedtually to produce the fecond great 
End above explained, I mean the counter- 
working the Defigns of Popery, and the 
Civilization and Converfion of the favage 
Indians. While Things remain in their pre- 
fent Situation, there is no Probability that 
ever a fufljcient Number of able and zea- 
lous Labourers will inlift in this difcou- 
raging Vineyard. Men bred up in the 
diftant and alluring Climate of Great Bri- 
tain f wi\\ never be fond of quitting their na-* 
X 3 tive 
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tive Country, in queft of this unknown and 
unprofitable Service: But when Seminaries 
(hall be eftablifhed on the Spot, for this im* 
portant Purpofe; the youthful Minds, 
there formed to this End, will take their 
Bent accordingly : They will be early 
taught to regard it as their peculiar Pro- 
vince and Deftination: hence, with due 
Encouragements given, they will proceed 
.with Zeal to their appointed Tafk; and in 
the End, where the rank Weeds of Vio- 
lence and Idolatry now abound, will plant 
and reap a noble Haryeft of true Religion 
and Virtue, 

Pleafe to accept ihefc Obfervations, as a 
fincere though imperfect Teftimony of that 
. Refpedt with which 

I am, Sirs, 
Your very faithful 
and obedient humble Servant, 

jyrifiJV J, BROWN- 

on 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 



Gal. Chap. v. Ver. i. 

Stared faji therefore in the Liberty where- 
with Chriji hath made us free \ and be 
not int angled again with the Yoke . of 
Bondage. 

AS it was the Defign of Providence, 
thro' all the fucceffive Periods of the 
Chriftian Difpenfation* to promote and 
eftablifh the Happinefs of Mankind ; fo 
the Conduct of Providence through all 
thefe fucceffive Periods, from the Fall of 
Man to the full Eftablifhment of Chrijti*- 
pnity, was uniformly pointed to this one 

X4 End, 
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End, however various the Means might 
be. The Jewijh Ceremonial Law, though 
burthenfome, was neceffary to keep up a 
temporary Separation; therefore alone it was 
that God gave his People Statutes and Or-. 
dinances which h$ himfelf hath told us 
were not good, but only as they fuited the 
peculiar Situation and Infirmities of this 
chofen People: Chofen, not on Account of 
their own Merits, but ordained by Heaven 
tp be the Minifters q{ his Almighty Will. 
When the Defign of God was accomplifh«» 
ed in the Coming of our Saviour, and our 
Saviour himfelf had proclaimed the DifTo- 
lution of the ceremonial Law* when he had 
declared that theTime was now come when 
Men fhould no longer worfhip the Father 
at Jerusalem only, but alike in all Places 
Jhould worjhip him in Spirit and in TrutA i 
yet even then it appears that the Bigotry 
and Perverfenefs of Men began to work ; 
and the beggarly Elements of the ceremo- 
nial Law, though now abolifhed by divine 
Command, were faft rooted in their Hearts* 
4 infqmuc^ 
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infomuch that the learned Apoftle found 
it neceffary to pour out all his Eloquence ■ 
on this growing Abufc. 

To this Purpofe, chiefly, his Epiftle to 
the Galatians is directed — OfoQlijh Gala* 
tians, faith he, who bath bewitched you ? 
He then proceeds to expoftulate with them 
on their blind and obftinate Adherence to 
the Law 1 he proves to them, that the 
Law was only the Scboolmajier to bring 
them unto Chrijt; and this being done, he 
then exhorts them — " Stand faft there- 
** fore in the Liberty wherewith God hath 
« made us free, and be not intangled again 
*< with the Yoke pf Bondage." 

From thefe words therefore I ihall firft 
confider the Nature of that religious Li- 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made us free. 
Secondly, I fhall remark the Violations of 
this Liberty, which have been made in the 
Chriftian Church. Thirdly, the Progrefs 
that has been made towards its Rejloration, 
and laftly, fubjoin fome Reflexions which 
may regar4 its Completion,, 

Firft, 
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Firft, as to the Nature of that religious 
Liberty wherewith the Apoftle declares that 
Chrift hath made us free. This does evi- 
dently confift in a rational Obedience to 
fuch Rules and Ordinances as ye found in 
the Gofpel. Whatever is there clearly de- 
livered as Matter of Faith, or prefcribed 
as flatter of PraSUce, that, it is the indif- 
perifable Duty of Chriftians to believe and 
do.— rWhatever is of doubtful Interpreta^ 
tipn > cannot be effential to Man's Salva- 
tion, becaufe, if it had been fo, God would 
have more clearly revealed it; and there- 
fore, as he hath not thought fit to let us 
underftand all Myfteries and all Know- 
ledge* fo in thefe Cafes, a modeft De- 
ference to the Opinion of thofe whofe 
.Wifdom we. reverence, or a like Deference 
to the Dictates of our own Reafqn, is all 
that can be expedted from us. — Whatever 
is obtruded on us under Pretence of being 
the Command of God; but is contrary to 
the general Tenor of his Word, Hhat np 

earthly 
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earthly Power or Authority ought to com- 
pel us to fubmit to. 

This, in general, I fuppofe will be rea- 
dily aflented to : but when particular Cafes 
are put, and points of Controveriy ftarted, 
'then it is that Difficulties arife; and every 
Man being zealous to bring over others to 
his own Opinion, the grand Queftion 
comes then to debated, who Jhall finally 
decide ? — To which, one plain Anfwer will 
fuffice; an Anfwer which had it been duly 
attended to, through the feveral Ages of 
the Chriftian Church, had faved Rivers of. 
Blood, which have been impioufly fhed on 
this Occafion. The plain Anfwer therefore 
is only jhis, that mutual Compulfion is not 
only vile, but impofjible; and that every man, 
according to that Strength of Reafon which 
God hath given him, mv& finally determine 
for himfelf. 

That many, on this Suppofition, will 
determine erroneoufly, muft indeed be ad- 
mitted. But that God who knows where- 
of we are made, who dwelleth in Light and 

is 
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is Light, — that God is not implacably 
fevere, like bigoted yet fallible Man i but 
is ever ready, where Underftanding is 
weak, to pardon Error, And though Er- 
rors may and muft creep in, where human 
Judgment is decifive upon Doubts ; yet 
we may fafely affirm that, in general, thefc 
Errors will either be of little Confequence 
or fhort Duration; fince whatever is of 
effential Concernment, we may be fure, 
God hath fo clearly revealed, as to pre- 
clude all Doubt concerning it. 

On the other Hand, if we view the 
Confluences of religious Compulfion, in 
whatever Shape or Degree, we (hall fee 
fuch a hideous Train of Confequence$ 
arife, as might well ftartle our Belief of 
Chriflianity itfelf, could ws ever be peiv 
fuaded that thefe made a Part of it^p-The 
Principle itfelf is indeed the moft irrational 
that ever entered into the Heart of Man ; 
Pecaufe it tends to deface and deftroy that; 
which is Man's chiefeft Glory, the di^ 
ftinguifhing Quality that f aifeth him above 

the 
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the Brute Creation, the very Image of his 
Mflker> the Rational Faculty. If therefore 
the Principle of Compulsion prevail, the 
neceflary Confequence muft be, a total Ig* 
norance, and abjedt Slavery on one Hand 1 
on the other, horrible Tyranny, and the 
very Madnefs of Oppreffion. If, on the 
contrary, the debating Powers be nearly 
equal, Bloodftied and mutual Cruelty, De- 
vaftation and Murder, are the natural, nay, 
the neceflary Attendants. But thefe, un- 
happily for Chriftianity, we (hall behold 
more at large in proceeding to the 2d Head 
propofed, which was, to confider the Vio- 
lations of religious Liberty, which have been 
committed in the Several Periods of the 
Chriftian Church. 

The firlt Ages of Christianity do happily 
Stand clear of this Imputation : For, as yet, 
the divine Admonitions of ChriSl and his 
ApoStles were not forgotten. The honeSt 
Profelytes applied to the Word of God f and 
not to their own Pride and Paffions, for In- 
formation. There they found their bleSTed 

Saviour 
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Saviour declaring, that they fliould knots) 
the Truth, and the Truth Jhould make them 
free : there they found the great Apoftle of 
the Gentiles confirming what his Mafter 
taught ; infifting, that where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is Liberty ; and exhort- 
ing, to fiand faft in that Liberty where* 
with Cbrijl had made them free, and not to 
be entangled again with the Yoke of Bondages 
« — But as Power prevailed, thefe noble 
Principles gave Place ; and the Madnefs of 
Opinion fupplanted Liberty. Every the 
minuteft Variation of Opinion and Belief, 
became the Occafion of Altercation, of 
Condemnation, of Excommunication, of 
Anathemas, of Violence, of Prifon, and 
of Exile. The Difputes between the Arians 
and their Adverfaries were carried on for 
Years, and Ages, in fuch a Spirit of mu- 
tual <Bitternefs ; fuch unexampled Rancour, 
Malice, Pride, Perverfenefs, and Obftinacy, 
as became the Ruin of many, the Reproach 
to all who yere engaged in.it. Read the 
Hiftory of Cyril and Nestorius, on a 

Subject 
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Siibjedt no more important than that of 
Words, and you will find the fifth Cen- 
tury almoft wholly engaged in the Bitter- 
nefs of Contention : The two Leaders 
ftriving to out-do each other in Hatred and 
Uncharitablenefs ; till at length the Dc- • 
bate was clofed by the Banifhment and 
Ruin of Him, who, of two blind and fu- 
rious Zealots, was rather the more par- 
donable. 

But now the See of Rome began to lay 
the Foundations of its fpiritual Tyranny. 
The abfolute Supremacy of the Popes in all 
Matters of Doubt or Debate, began now 
to be infifted on. A ftrange Concurrence 
of Circumftances, aided by the Ignorance 
of the Times, eftablifhed that monftrous 
Claim, which on its firft Rife was treated 
with the Contempt it deferved. Religious 
Liberty hz&Jickened indeed in the preceding 
Ages ; this was its laft Agony and Death. 
That Gofpel which promifed its Profelytes 
Liberty and Peace was now wrefted from 
the terrified and deluded People ; and Con- 

fifcations, 
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fifcations, Tortures, Gibbets, Racks, and 
Bloodfhed, were the Means of riveting this 
fpiritual Ufurpation. Ignorance, Poverty, 
and Wretchednefs were the certain Fate 
of thofe who fubmittedj Torments and 
Death, of thofe who dared to refift. This 
horrible Tyranny defaced Europe for at 
leaft feven hundred Years $ till at length 
a few brave Spirits, tired out with 
numberlefs Oppreffions, broke thofe fan- 
taftic Chains which Bigotry and Craft had 
impofed on Ignorance ; and Cbrifiian Li- 
berty began once more to rear her Head. 

And now, one would have thought, 
that the fame Spirit of Freedom, which 
had in Part worked this great Event, would 
naturally have puflied religious Liberty to 
its utmoft Height. Neither Fortitude nor 
Honefty were wanting $ for many a brave 
Martyr expired at the Stake in Defence of 
pure Religion. Not with (landing this, it 
muft be at once owned and lamented ; that 
the very fame Perfons and Churches, who 
had fo nobly run the Race of Honour^ 

unhappily 
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tlrihappily itopt ihort in their full Career 
of Glory, ftrangely attempting to de- 
prive others of that religious Freedom^ 
which they had lb bravely exercifed them- 
felves. Thus they miferably halted be- 
tween two Opinions ; aflerting their own 
Right of private Judgment, yet denying 
it to thofe who diflented from their Belief, 
The Conduct of CaLvin in this Parti- 
cular is moft notorious. While he ex- 
claimed againft the Perfecutions of the 
Rqman Church, he himfelf persecuted Ser- 
vetus even to the Stake, Neither was 
this the mere Effect of a hot and violent 
Temper, inflamed by Party Zeal* but ra- 
ther the deliberate Dictates, the affirmed 
Principles, of that Genevan Church, where- 
of he was the Founder. For thus one of 
its moil: applauded Doctors writes, — one 
who is allowed to be the beft Explainer , 
and Defender of its Principles) who, after 
having difcufled this Queftion, concerning 
the Right of Perfecution, with all the 
Art of an abje Man labouring under % 
Y bad 
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bad Caufe, concludes, thus.—-" Concludi- 
" mus, Magiftratum Chriftiamim pofle 
«« Poena Capitali |n fimiles Peftes & Ho- 
** minum monftra animadverted *." — 
" Wc conclude therefore, th$t tile Chri- 
" ftian Magiftrate may punifh fuch Pefts 
** and Monfters with Death/* Now, 
wherfe is the Difference between this, and 
the nf oft bloody papal Inquifition ? If there 
be a Difference, it lies only with regard to 
the particular Opinions to be animadverted 
on : the Papift will deftroy you for holding- 
one Opinion; the Cahinijl for holding 
another: But the infernal Principle of Per- 
fection is the fame in both. 

If we come home, to the Con federation of 
fome of our own moft eminent Reformers, 
we muft be very blind or very partial, not 
to admit, that they likewife laboured under 
a like Defeft. Many of them, amiable and 
honeft and praifeworthy in all other Re- 
fpe&s, were yet wanting in the true and 
generous Spirit of Liberty'; that noble and 

* Turrctine* 
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Chriftian Spirit, which knows the Weak- 
nefs of Man 5 which knows how liable he: 
is to Errors and thence makes Allowance 
for Difference of Opinion: Even one of 
the moft eminent, the gr^at Cranmer/ 
whofe very Weaknefs ferved at his dying 
Hour only to increafe his Glory, even he 
did not efcape the Infection of the Times, 
but blotted his Fame by the Perfecutioft 
and Death of an ignordnt Enibujiafii What 
happened fince that Time is generally 
known : during fome of the fucceeding 
jleigris, Wliile a Family was on the Throne^ 
that feenpi'd born to intail MiferieS ori 
themfelves and Great Britain, Religious 
Liberty Wafc again, on the Decline. Perfe* 
ieutibn for Confcience Sake* Star-Cham- 
bers, and oppreffive fnquifitions, begaii 
tocaft a~G16ota over the Nation j till at lail 
a weak Prince, ftrong in nothing but 
Bigotry add falfe Ze$l, had foon again 
bver-whelmed us in the Torrent of Su-» 
petftitiori and' papal Tyranny, had not his 
IVfadnefs been oppofed and chaftifed by the 
Y a bravs 
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fcrave and free Spirit of the Nation; a 
Spirit which at all times hath laid like ± 
generous Seed in the Ground, ready to rife 
and choak the Growths of Spiritual Op- 
preflion. 

And now, that Revolution which will 
for ever diftinguifti this Kingdom from all 
others, in the Happinefs and Glory which 
it beftowed, eftablifhed religious as well as 
cfvil Freedom on it's proper Bafis. An ASt 
of Toleration was given, religious Peffeca- 
tion dif countenanced 'by Law* and the Stain 
wiped off which had fo long difgraced 
Chriftianity; a Stain from which Paganifm 
itfelf (lands clear. SucA, it is evident, 
was the general Senfe of the Nation ; but 
how far every Individual* either among the 
Clergy or Laity, have been ruled in their 
Conduit by this general Senje, I cannot if 
1 would, nor if I could, fhould I be fond 
to determine. 

Having thus given a general fketch of 
the Decline, the Extinction, and the Re- 

ftoration 
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ftoration of Religious Liberty, I will haften 
to a Conclufion, by offering a few Re- 
marks, fuch as may regard its Comple- 
tion. 

1 ft. We may, fjrom the general Hiftory 
of Chrijttanity, infer die natural Pronenefs 
of Mankind towards the Spirit of Perfe- 
cution and Intolerance, under a Religion 
which bears the Marks of a divine Original; 
in Cafe the mild and benevolent Genius of 
that Rdigion is not underjlood by its Pro- 
fefTors. The Superiority of fuch a Relir 
gion over the fevjeral Modes of Paganifm, 
give it a manifeft Claim to Univerfality : 
For the feveral Modes of Paganifm were 
like fo many fmall and glimmering lights, 
fet up in the Dark by every Nation, Tribe, 
or Family : Cbrijiianity was like the Sun 
arifing m his Strength, and Glory; and 
therefore it ihould feem natural that, at its 
firft Appearance, thefe particular and infe- 
rior Lights fhould be put out, and all Man- 
kind rejoice in one common Day. The 
Profecution of this Principle, beyond the 

Y 3 Limft 8 
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Limits of Charity and Reafon, was a Source 
of many fatal Errors. 

Another Source of the Prqnenpfs to Per- 
fecution among the Chriftian Sedts them- 
felves, was undoubtedly the unauthorized 
$nd unwarrantable Mtfltiplicatiop of Opi-> 
nions, Rites, and Dodxines, held effen-v 
tially neceflary to Salvation. Chriftianity 
itfelf, as delineated in the Gofpel, is f<* 
beautitully fimple in thefe Effeatials, tfcat # 
while its Purity was retained, it was hardly 
poffible for the Spirit of Perfecution to 
^rife from this Source. But when Opinions* 
Rites, and Do&rines were multiplyed fo a$ 
from their Nature to be beyond the Reach 
pf Reafon, and from {heir Number b>eyon$ 
the Reach of Memory y and all thefe cop^ 
tfdered by their feveral Votaries, as .feeing 
necejfary to Salvation ; it had been a Mi- 
racle indeed, if thefe Contentions had no$ 
£ nded in Anathema's, in Violence, and 
Plood. * 

. Another Source of the Pronenefs to Per r 
fecuticm cdmmon to Chriftian Sedts, hatR 

been 
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been their forgetting the Power of early 
Habits of Thought* of Opinions inftilled in 
Infancy. This Forgetfulnefs naturally pro- 
duces two Confequeiices. Firft, with Re- 
gard to them/elves, it makes all Chriflian 
Se<2s peremptory in the Truth, I had al«- 
moft iaid the Infallibility, of their own pe* 
culiar Judgment* : an$ Secondly* with Re«* 
fpedt to other SeBs, it works in a Way dit 
redly contrary ; for here, inftegd of the 
Idea of pardonable Error, which would 
naturally arife from cpnfideringthat we are 
all weak and fallible Men, it produces the 

fingle Idea of obftinate and determined Falfe^. . 
hood. And fure, I need hardly point out?, 
how ftroiigly thefe two EfFedts lead the 
Way to the Spirit of Perfecution. 

The Second Obfervation therefore, which 
I would lay before you is, the Neceflity of 
keeping a ftridt Guard over our Minds ; 
left we fhould relapfe into this unchriftian 
Spirit, which we may have fo happily 
fhook' off. We may fee, from the Re- 
marks now made, how eqfily this Sin befeH 
Y 4 us, 
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us. And though we piay, in the Clofet, 
condemn thofe whofe Condudfc was intern-? 
perate towards the various Secfts which 
appeared in their refpedtive Times; yet 
it will require the Exertion of our beft 
Reafon, to a<5fc with Calmnefs and Mode- 
ration towards thofe which arife in our 
own Age and Country. For with regard 
to thofe which are paft, we view them with 
the clear, the cool, and deliberate Eye of 
Reafon 2 with regard to thofe which are 
prefent, we are in danger of viewing them 
through thofe deceitful Medium^ of Pre- 
judice, to which tjie yVeaknefs of human 
^Jajture js moil fubjed*. The Gr9at Poip£ 
pf Prudence as wejl as Qbarity, i§, to treat 
them witjj Meeknefs ^nd Moderation * an$ 
fhen, the Time will come, when thofe 
jwhipfr aj-e now prefenf, will b? no more. 
Thirdly, l\ will be no left ipcymbent 
on us, to guard agaipft a cold Indifference 
in Religion. The Panger of this arifeth 
pot only from the Difficulty of maintain-* 
jng a proper Medium in Religion as in other, 
I " $hin§s\ 
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things j but likewife from the rational 
Principle of religious Toleration itfelf $ 
which, when not kept fteady by falutary 
Injlitutions, is apt to relax the Bonds of 
true Religion, and to link into a fupine 
Negligence in f&cred Things. I will there- 
fore leave this Part of the Subject to every 
'Man!s impartial Consideration ; how far 
that true and manly religious Zeal, which 
i$ according to Knowkge, hath been too 
generally fupplanted by the bitter Spirit of 
intolerance on the* one JIand; by a Negk&f, 
if not a Contempt qi Religion, on tl)P other* 

Fourthly, Therefore, let mp in Conclu-* 
fion point out to you jthe great Effe&$ 
which would naturally arife from true 
Chriftian Liberty, united with tnje Chrif 
flian Zeal, 

Its firft natural EfFe<3: would be, to clear 
pur excellent Religion of thpfe few Alloys, 
\vhich, in tly Opinio^ of fome, may ftill 
remain in iu It would lead us, from 
hence, to a fteady and refplved Attention 
J9 thofe things which are the End of all 

Religion, 
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* , « -» 

Religion, the fincere Practice of upright 

Morals, founded in the Love of God and 
Man- While our Attention and Zeal is 
turned on fruitlefs Debates concerning Ipe* 
culative Do&rines or outward Obiervances* 
the Virtues of the Heart are apt to £cken 
and decay* Where a religious Indifference 
takes Place, the fame Effefts univerfally 
follow. ' A pious Moderation, a charitable 
Zeal, is the* only fitid Foundation of true 
ffrtue* 

4 The next Effeft would naturally extend 
to thofe other Chriftian Se&s and Churches; 
who differ from us in Points of Faith and 
Ceremony. There is a' natural Dignity 
and Excellence in true Chriftian Charity, 
which diffufeth a Kind of Glory round . 
its Pofleflbr, and unavoidably attrafts Ve- 
neration and Efteem. It carries in itfelf 
the united Forces of Argument and Elo- 
quent Perfuafton. Of ArguMent, becauf& 
it conviriceth our Adverfaries, that we are 
poflefled of that Charity which is the fureft 
£hara#eriftic of trye Religion ; 01 Elo- 
quent 
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quent Perjuqfion, tjiecaufe it naturally ere* 
ates Efteem and Love. Thus other Sedta are 
paturally co mpelled to confefs, or at leaft 
inwardly to approve that Excellence, in aho* 
ther, which they have not dared to sdopt 
themfelves ; and this inward Approbation 
is at leaft the likelieft Method to melt the 
ftubborn Rigor of reluctant Bigotry ; and 
foften it by Degrees jnto (he Gentleneft of 
phriftian Love, 

But its greateft and moft extenfive 
EfFedt, joined with true CbriJUan Zeal* 
would be a free and powerful Commu* 
plication of the glad Tidings of the Gofpel 
%o .thofe mgny and diftant Nations, who as 
yet fit in Darknefs and the Shadow of 
Peath$ a Duty which I fhould at all Times 
be glad to Recommend, but particularly 
when we are entering on a Peace, which 
throws into our Hands immenfe favage 
Nations, as the great qbje& of Civiliza- 
tion ; and more efpecially at a Time when 
3 laudable * Brief is on .Foot (and is this 
* The Brief for the Colleges of Philadelphia and New 

Pay 
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Day read in many of the Churches of this 
great City) which calls on every Chriftian 
to contribute his Share to the Succefs of 
that important Work:— A Brief, in which 
our moft excellent Sovereign has told us, 
« c that the greateft Satisfaction which he 
« can derive from the Succefs of his 
" Arms and the vaft Extenfion of his 
** Dominions abroad, will be to fee thofe 
« Advantages improved for enlarging the 
f« Sphere of Protest antism, increafing 
f « the Number of good Men, and bringing 
« barbarous Nations within ths Pale of 
«« Religion and civil Life." 

Now, one of the beft Foundations foy 
accomplishing thefe great Purpofes, jmift 
be the Support of fuch well-regulated Se r 
minaries of Knowledge, as thofe now 
recommended to your Benevolence, by the 
Royal Goodnefsand Example.—Shopld we 
only confider this great Work of propagat- 
ing Chriftianity, and eftablifhing its pureft 
Forms in our Colonies, merely as a Matter 
of civil Policy and Prudence, it might rear 

fonably 
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fonably claim our moil ferious Atten- 
tion. 

One Part of tlie People fettled there 
are the Defcehdents of our own Country, 
and Men already profeffing the Name of 
Chriftians. God forbid, then, that ever 
they fhould be fuffered to degenerate into 
Ignorance and Barbarity! Should ever that 
Event take Place, would they not grow 
equally Ufelefs and Dangerous to us, as the 
Savages that now roam the Woods? It is 
by Cultivation, alone, and by the Enjoy- 
ment of Religion, Liberty, and Chriftiaa 
Knowledge, that they can ever be truly 
attached to Us; and be enabled thoroughly 
to improve the natural Productions of that 
Country for the Benefit of This. 

As to the other Part of the Inhabitants, 
namely the Savage and Heathen Natives* 
furrounded as they now are with Prote- 
ftant Colonies on the one Hand, and Po- 
pifh ones on the other, fo it follows in tha 
natural Courfe of Things, and according 
to the Tendency of Human Nature to Ci- 
vilization 
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viiiiation and improvement, and its Prone- N 
nefs to catch the Opinions and Principles 
i& thofe with whom it Communicates* 
that thefe Savage Tribes niuft in time be-* 
dome Chriftians of Tome Sort j and upori 
their Choice in this important Circum^ 
ftarice (according as we* or the other Pow- 
ers around them* are more affiduous) it will 
depeiid, whether they fhall be Papifts of 
f*roteftants, Friends or Foes, Allies to this 
Nation, or its mofl inveterate Enemies. 

Our Inattention to' this Truth was fe- 
verely felt in the Beginning of the late 
War: for, by fufferirig Tome of the worft 
df Men to purfue the partial TritereiU of an 
ill-dohdu&ed Trade ataibng'thdni^ inftead 
of Converting them to good Moral's and 
ChrifVianitjr, We rendered their Savage 
Nature ftSli more Savage, by corrupting 
their Manners with intoxifcatm^ Liqubfs ; 
labile the French; with a'cbol but Rdflil'd 
Policy, gained them over, nbt perhaps to 
Ciriftiamty, ^ef at leaft to thofe dark and 
permCitiiis' Pririeiplds of Popery % whicli 
2t made? 
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made them our moft dangerous Neigh- 
bours; Hence th^y were taught to bate 
die Nahie of Britain, and were ready and* 
prepared to plant their Arrows and thfeir 
Hatchfefs in the Breafta of- oiir unhappy 
<£ouhtfrymett'. 

' But this, though mentioned firft, is of- 
fered* only as a feebndary Motive to outf* 
Zeal in' this important Tafk of pliiitin^ 
ehriftkfiity in favage Lands, ft is fhe- 
higheft Work of Charity to endeavour tti 
improve arid m&Iorale Mankind j to raife 
them from Ignoifalitie and had Mbrals to the 
Knowledge of Gdd and % the Pra&ifce of 
Virtue; to introduce Mildnefs* 2nd ehaHty : 
hlto thofe Vaft Regions where now Vio-- 
lerice atofl; Cruelty reign; and Worn thb : 
Paths of Rapine and w Murder, tb guide" 
dieir ttet into the Way of Peace. 

' We nbit only have the general Call of* 
Chriftiah Charity to engage us in this, but' 
we have a nearer and mbfe /it&hediate 
Motive to impel us, that of converting 
Others, as we have : been converted Chir- 

felves, ' 
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felves. There was a Time when this Na- 
tion, great and civilized, and adorned as it 
now is, with the blefied Effe&s of Divine? 
andHuman Knowle£e;— there was a Time 
when even this Nation lay buried in Dark- 
nefs and Barbarity. And had not the Zeal 
of Christian Legiflators, inipired by Provi- 
dence, brought hither the Day-fpring from 
on High to vifit Us, we had perhaps even 
now been over-whelmed by Savage Igno-' 
ranee and Ferocity. 

Freely, therefore, as we have received, 
freely let us give. Let not the Sacred Beam 
from Heaven be confined to this narrow 
Spot; but as it was brought hither by the 
generous Zeal of ancient Worthies, let us, 
inour Turn, fpread the Bleffing we have re- 
received; even to the Ends of the Earth. 

We have many Advantages in this Defign* 
of which former Times were deftitute^ 
Civilization and Chriflianity had to work,, 
their way here, through many oppofite ancf 
contending Principles. The Foundations 
of Religion were then but ill underftood ; 

and 
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and the rude Manners, as well as the con- 
fined Knowledge and imperfedt Policy of 
the Times, when Chriftianity firil entered 
this Ifland, rendered its Influence long 
inefFe&ual. On the contrary, when the 
Chriftian Miflionaries {hall go forth armed 
not only with Zeal, but Knowledge, and 
ftrong in the generous Morals and Humane 
Policy of this Kingdom (both drawn from 
the pure Fountain of the Gofpel) the Pro- 
grefs of Civilization, Converfion, and true 
Knowledge, after a Foundation once laid, 
cannot but go on with Rapidity and Eafe* 
The prefent Time feems peculiarly cal- 
culated for this great End. It feems to be 
the /Era appointed by Divine Providence, 
for carrying this mighty Work into Exe- 
cution. The aftohifhing Succeffes of his 
Majefty's Arms have difclofed a new and 
important Scene of Adfcion, and opened 
unexpected Avenues into thofe Savage Re- 
gions, for the Progrefs of Chriftianity, and 
the Civilization of Mankind. And if the 
fame wife and upright Councils, which 
2 have 
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have lately led us with fuch Glory through 
a dangerous War, and have at length 
conducted us to a happy Peace, fhall ftill 
continue to guide us, I fee not what can 
prevent us (if we are fo inclined) from 
being the Inftruments of Heaven in fpread- 
ing the Gofpel through Regions and Cli- 
mates yet unknown. 

Pleafed and animated with this Prop- 
ped, let us look forward ii:to Futurity, 
and behold Cities rifing, Arts flourishing, 
Chriftianity andVirtue triumphant, in thofe 
Countries where Defolation now reigns* 
Under this pre-conceived and happy State 
of Things, methinks I behold fome grate- 
ful Chieftain of an American Tribe* 
riifing up ftrdng in the Spirit of Chrifti- 
tmity, and addreffing his furrounding Peo- 
ple in Words like thefe : 

4 « Would you fc»ow, my Children, 
" the Means which the Divine Providence 
4€ hath ufed, in pouring fach Bleffings on 
*< us in thefe latter Days? Which of you 
" hath not heard of the Name of Bri- 
5 " TAIN, 



On Religious Liberty. 339 

?' tain, an IflancL lying far off in the 
" wideeaftern Ocean? This Ifland, rouz- 
49 ed into A&ion by the Dangers that 
" threatened her, and ferffible at length 
" of her Negligence and Errors, became 
" great and powerful by adopting the 
€S Principles of Integrity and Virtue. 
" Grateful for the Bleffings fhe had 
** received, fhe ufed not her Conquefts 
" (like other Nations) for the Ends of 
u political Oppreffion, but became the 
** Friend of Mankind, and enlightened 
u every Country into which her victorious 
■** Arms had led her. Not Avarice, but 
" manly Prudence and Christian Charity, 
•' at length induced her Sons to vifit 
4€ thefe Climes; where they now no longer 
« infedfc you by their Vices, but animate 
** you by their Example to true Religion 
" and unfeigned Virtue. She it is, that 
" hath raifed you from the Worihip of 
Beafts and Reptiles, Sun and Moon, 
of Stocks and Stone;, to the Knowledge 
of the Living God, and your Redeemer , 
Z % « She 



4€ 
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" She. it is, that hath refcued you from 
" that Chriftian, or rather Antichriftian 
" Idolatry, which was on the Point of 
** over- whelming you. She it is, that 
" hath infufed into your Hearts every 
€€ Chriftian Grace* converting you from 
€€ Violence and Blood, to Meeknefs, 
€€ Purity, and Love. 

" Not only you, my Friends, but Re- 
€ f gions far remote are beginning to feel 
€€ the Effedts of her Beneficence. Even 
« the haplefs African, the Slave whofe 
" Bed was the Earth, thq Regard of 
" whofe honeft Labour was Chains, and 
" Stripes, and Mifery, even he now re- 
" joiceth in the happy Influence of hejr 
" Labours. The rugged Spirit of his 
" inexorable Mafter is foftened by the 
*' Commands of Chrift. The Negro Met- 
" feth his humble Lot: no longer he 
« forms his wonted Wifb, which Anguifh 
« and Defpair had dictated, of returning 
«« nftej Death to his native Country ; but, 

« better 
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« better inftrudted by Chriflianity, looks 
" up to God with Hope, and views his 
" everlafting Inheritance with Joy, an 
" Houfe not made with Hands, eternal 
" in the Heavens ! 

" Happy Ifland! Happy in thy felf, 
" becaufe the appointed Means of Happi- 
« nefs to others ! Go on in thy great, thy 
« Cbrijtian Enterprize, till the remoteft 
" Nations of the Earth fhall feel and 
« gratefully acknowledge, the Effe&s of 
" thy Benevolence! Till every Vice of 
« every Climate fhall yield to divine 
" Love; and Chrijiian Charity, like its 
"almighty Author, fhall fubdue all 
« Things untaitfelf! Till all the King- 
** doms of the World fhall be as one 
** Flock under one Shepherd; and join 
« in that heavenly Hymn, which at the 
«« Birth of Chriflianity proclaimed its 
a great End and Purpofe, of Glory to God 
,<* in the Higbejt, and on Earth Peace \ 
** Good-will towards Men /" 
FINIS. 
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